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Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P)
Dr. Carolyn Reed, Chair    Mary Lynn Donovan, Vice Chair
Gailya Walter, Coordinator

Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Cancer Plan 
A&P TF requests for funding were approved with only modest changes (reduced budget for Cigarette Tax Strategy by $5000). Members will have opportunity to discuss and refine these implementation strategies during task force meeting January 31.  Additional community partners are being identified to work on these priorities: 
Priority Objective 1: 
Increase cigarette tax to $1.00 per pack to prevent youth addiction- $19,700 approved
Priority Objective 2: 
Secure health insurance coverage, private and public (Medicaid), for colorectal cancer  
 


screening, early detection and treatment-- $3,900 approved
Priority Objective 3:  
Work with partners to inform policy makers, legislators, school officials and general public regarding the specific findings from the Youth Risk Behavioral Survey and Youth Tobacco Survey with focus on the opportunities,  successes and problems related to cancer prevention for youth in South Carolina.—no funds requested
Medicaid subcommittee

The Medicaid subcommittee has adopted a broader scope of interest. Beyond tracking Medicaid related legislation, the subcommittee will actively propose policy changes for the Medicaid program that would expand cancer screening and treatment services. Currently, the Medicaid subcommittee is working to secure health insurance coverage, private and public (Medicaid), for colorectal cancer (CRC) screening, early detection and treatment. Medicaid coverage for CRC screening would be for persons 50 years and older: colonoscopy or flexible sigmoidoscopy with fecal occult blood home-test kit.

We are working with DHHS to refine cost estimates and working assumptions related to expanded coverage for CRC. SCCA lobbyist, Ted Riley, monitors the state budget process as it relates to CRC. 

Mary Lynn Donovan, Vice Chair A&P TF will meet with Rob Tester, Director of the State Employee Insurance  Programs (health plan for 450,000 state employees and their families), on January 31  to discuss adding colorectal cancer screening and early detection for state employees. Nancy Cheney, ACS, Director of Government Relations, and Representative James E. Smith will also participate in that meeting.

A statewide media campaign to promote Medicaid’s expansion of breast and cervical cancer treatment continues (Susan G. Komen Foundation and SCCA).  
Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P) continued
Legislative 
Cigarette Tax: When the legislative session begins in January 2006, we have plans to aggressively promote a cigarette tax increase to prevent children from tobacco addiction.  Rex Rice’s bill, H3194 will be considered again this session. Additionally, other Legislators are considering introducing bills to prevent tobacco use among youth. Much work continues to be done on this critical issue. Key legislators must be educated and informed of the opportunity to reduce tobacco use among youth by increasing the cigarette tax in South Carolina. The SC Tobacco Collaborative continues to lead these efforts, which includes a public opinion poll and media campaigns.  SCCA members will be asked to actively participate in promoting cigarette tax increases.  The South Carolina Hospital Association has agreed to co-sponsor the public opinion poll with SC Tobacco Collaborative. This survey is currently in the field (January 2006).
Smoke Free Ordinances: Senate Bill 374 was introduced in the 2005 session.  The intent of S374 is to repeal the state preemption law which prevents local governments from passing smoke free ordinances. This bill cleared the Judiciary Committee but was stalled in the full Senate.  S374 will be taken up in January 2006. 
CRC Screening: House Bill 3536 would require insurance coverage for early detection of colorectal cancer will be considered by legislators in January 2006.   Representative James E. Smith, primary sponsor of this bill, plans to request a legislative committee hearing early in the session that begins in January 2006. Members of the A&P TF will work to identify and prepare SCCA representatives to participate in this hearing.

In December, Leroy Benjamin and Gailya Walter participated in the Chesterfield County Coordinating Council meeting, presenting information about SCCA and discussing the Cancer Education Guide. The goal is to involve local communities in implementing the SC Cancer Plan.

Dr. Reed and Nancy Cheney met with Charleston delegate and House Majority Leader, James Merrill, as well as Representatives Chip Limehouse and Wallace Scarborough early January to provide them information about the SCCA and to discuss our legislative priorities for the upcoming session.
Clinical Trials Reimbursement work group
The Advocacy and Policy created a Clinical Trials work group to address patient protection for cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials.  This work group has completed a review of how other states are addressing the issue.  Dr Reed and work group members are communicating with the SC Dept of Insurance staff and key insurance companies about possible strategies to prevent insurance companies from denying standard of care changes for individuals enrolled in clinical trials. This has policy implications for all clinical trials efforts in South Carolina.   Currently, the South Carolina Alliance of Health Plans is considering a draft voluntary agreement to cover reimbursements for all standard of care services for cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials. If this voluntary agreement fails to be adopted by the health insurance industry, legislative actions will be pursued.
Early Detection Task Force (EDTF)
Dr. Stephanie Brundage, Chair 
Roland Young, Vice Chair    Marylou Stinson, Coordinator

Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Cancer Education Guide Workgroup

2005-2006 EDTF Priority Objective 1:  Early Detection of Cancers
By June 2006, disseminate cancer screening guidelines and information through the SCCA Cancer Education Guide presentations.
The EDTF continues to work with the Prevention Task Force on the Cancer Education Guide project.   39 people have participated in the SCCA Cancer Education Guide facilitator training sessions that were held in Columbia (October 2005) and in Florence (December 2005).  These trained facilitators are promoting the Cancer Education Guide presentations, meeting with local groups and informing community members about the SCCA.  Three additional facilitator training sessions (see below) are scheduled for 2006.  Registration is still open for the February 9th session in North Charleston.  Registration forms are available in your packets today and the registration forms are also accessible on the SCCA website.  

Regional Cancer Education Guide Facilitator Training Events

· North Charleston – American Cancer Society – Thursday, February 9, 2006

· Rock Hill – Piedmont Med Center – Thursday, April 6, 2006 

· Greenville – Michelin – Thursday, June 8, 2006

Cancer Plan Implementation funding has provided graduate student, April Glenn, to work on the Cancer Education Guide 15 hours per week.  Planning has also begun to translate the Cancer Education Guide materials into Spanish.  The workgroup will begin coordinating Spanish facilitator training sessions in 2007.    

Provider Capacity and Professional Education Workgroup
The Provider Capacity and Professional Education Workgroup has developed two subgroups that will address EDTF priority objectives 2 and 3.  The subgroups are focused on breast cancer and colorectal cancer.    

2005-2006 EDTF Priority Objective 2:  Early Detection/Breast Cancer

By June 2006, identify evidence-based strategies that could contribute to greater standardization of the practice of clinical breast examination.
2005-2006 EDTF Priority Objective 3: Early Detection/Colorectal Cancer

Evaluate health care capacity in SC for colorectal cancer detection, including the availability of FOBT, sigmoidoscopy and colonoscopy.  This assessment should include cost analysis of colorectal screening and geographic distribution of services.

Planning has begun to update the SCCA website in order to host a resource directory for colorectal cancer screening services in South Carolina.  The colorectal cancer workgroup is reviewing a draft enrollment form that will be sent to providers across the state who offer colorectal cancer screening services.  Information will be collected and included in the online resource directory for colorectal cancer screening services.  
Cancer Plan Workgroup/Cancer Plan Implementation Group

The EDTF Cancer Plan workgroup reconvened in January to review and discuss the work that has been done to address the 2005-2006 priorities.  The group has begun to discuss and draft priority objectives for 2006-2007.   
Patient Care Task Force (PCTF)
Dr. Anand Sharma, Chair 
   Henry Well, Vice-Chair
  Ian Hamilton, Coordinator
Goal: Identify and reduce barriers to state of the art cancer care in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan 
Objective 1: Re-establish cancer pain initiative efforts in SC
Objective 2: Assess and address the magnitude of indigent cancer care – (approved for $5000)
Objective 3: Provide education and awareness about cancer clinical trials – (approved for $4974)
South Carolina Pain Initiative (SCPI) –Objective 1
An SCPI membership brochure has been developed and will be available in February.  Over 600 blue pain awareness bracelets have been distributed since October 2005. Additional bracelets are available at no cost.  
An SCPI invitational meeting will take place in February.  The goals of the meeting will include: identify specific barriers to effective pain management in South Carolina; develop an initial action plan to address those barriers and determine the interest of the participants in implementing such an action plan.  SCCA members are certainly invited to attend.  ACS has secured $5,000 in restricted funds for the SCPI.
The SCPI is helping to plan the annual Pain Congress which will be held March 16-17, 2006 in Charlotte, NC.  

June Dahl, PhD of the American Alliance of Cancer Pain Initiatives will be in attendance at the Pain Congress in March and also the April SCCA meeting.  She will present an updates on pain management and pain initiatives nationwide at the SCCA meeting in April. To get involved with the SCPI or find out more information about upcoming meetings, please contact Maribeth Kowalski at mbk-scpi@earthlink.net
Cost of Indigent Cancer Care–Objective 2
The Center for Disease Control has chosen South Carolina as one of the states that they are using to determine the burden of chronic disease.  The CDC will include 6 or 7 cancers in their analyses. They will analyze Medicaid data and create econometric models to estimate cost/charges.  Completion date is unknown.
We will soon have Medicaid data regarding average cost of cancer by cancer type per person per year.
We now have a physician-MPH student working on the project. We are finalizing his scope of work, which will likely focus on prostate cancer.

Clinical Trials-Objective 3
The Clinical Trials subcommittee along with the research recruitment subcommittee has been working with MUSC Cancer Center Research network to establish a statewide Clinical Trials Network. 

Funding has been approved for a part-time Clinical Trials Network staffer/data collector who may be housed at MUSC. One of the primary duties will be to collect, synthesize and disseminate data regarding clinical trials participation in SC and to facilitate ways to increase the existing rate.  A draft data collection tool has been constructed. 
Transportation 
We are exploring transportation program with the VA Hospital in Columbia and the development of a program through Piedmont Hospital in Rock Hill. 1) Michelin Mobility Project for upstate  2) FAITH program- Low Country  3) Road to Recovery- few SC counties 4) Call 1-800-ACS-2345 for other resources
Prevention Task Force (PTF)
Marcous Gardner, Chair 
Dianne Wilson, Vice-Chair
   Sohailla Digsby, Coordinator

Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing cancer among South Carolinians.

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

Marcous Gardner will be returning as PTF Chair, and Dianne Wilson is beginning her term as Vice-Chair. 

Cancer Education Guide Workgroup
Members of the PTF continue to work collaboratively with the Early Detection Task Force (EDTF) on the Cancer Education Guide project.  The SCCA’s Cancer Education Guide Facilitator trainings in Columbia and Florence have been well attended and trainees are beginning to share the Cancer Education Guide’s Prevention and Early Detection message and presentation with their communities. The next Cancer Education Guide Facilitator Training will be held in Charleston at the North Charleston ACS office on Thursday, February 9 from 9:00 am to 2:15 pm.  The additional regional training date listing and registration form are available in your meeting packet and on the SCCA website. (Please reference the Early Detection Task Force Update for further details). 

Physical Activity/Nutrition Subcommittee

This subcommittee is working to develop collaborative relationships with local community and state entities with similar missions and goals for physical activity and nutrition policies in South Carolina. SCCA members from Rock Hill, Greenville and Columbia shared the Cancer Prevention and Early Detection message and promoted SCCA at the recent successful YMCA Shrinkdown Kick Off events! The Shrinkdown is a healthy living awareness program that targets youth and adult obesity and related diseases, and has been a huge success across the state. This subcommittee plans to get more involved in the Shrinkdown programs statewide to link resources to help assure that the cancer prevention message is a key element of the program.

Tobacco Subcommittee
Congratulations to all who worked on the request for funds from the SCCA CDC implementation funds! The PTF was granted $26,500 for the Smoke Free Columbia Campaign (requested $30,000). The Steering Committee for the Campaign is now in place, and media action plans are under development.

Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure Subcommittee
In early September, this Subcommittee received a $5000 mini-grant from the National Special Olympics Office to incorporate Sun Safety/UV protection education, screening, and activities into the existing Special Olympics Healthy Athlete program. The SCCA members and volunteers that participated in the October Special Olympics Games in Anderson found it a very rewarding experience and were able to give hands-on Sun Safety lessons and tools to athletes, coaches, and attendees. Members from this subcommittee are planning to participate in the upcoming Charleston Special Olympic Games on February 25 at the Citadel as well. 
Provider Capacity and Professional Education Workgroup

PTF members are partnering with the EDTF to facilitate the implementation of their 2005-2006 priority objectives related to breast cancer and colorectal cancer.
Research Task Force (RTF)

James Hebert, ScD – Chair      Swann Adams, PhD - Vice-Chair
Mackey Richard, Coordinator
Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Tissue Bank subcommittee 
The educational website is up and running for the tissue bank.  Drs. Gerald Wilson, Wise and Boulware are physicians that have been engaged to help build a bridge in encouraging the African American community to become more involved in the tissue bank. The tissue bank is currently in the process of obtaining a microlaser dissector from the ATRIUM society.

Research Recruitment subcommittee

The research recruitment subcommittee and Patient Care Task Force’s Clinical Trials subcommittee has been working with MUSC Cancer Center Research network to establish a statewide Clinical Trials Network. 

The SCCA has approved the PCTF funding request for a part-time Clinical Trials Network staffer/data collector who will likely be housed at MUSC. One of the primary duties of this person will be to collect, synthesize and disseminate data regarding clinical trials participation in SC and to facilitate ways to increase the existing rate.  A draft data collection tool has been constructed.

Prostate Cancer subcommittee 

The Prostate Cancer Subcommittee is interested in creating a webpage on the SCCA website that would link all statewide prostate cancer related initiatives.  The group has also assisted in the creation of a resource list of prostate cancer initiatives/activities ongoing in the state.  The list builds upon the list that the AAPCN has already started.  The group has also formulated recommendations for prostate cancer related objectives in the cancer plan. The document will be given to the PITT Team and EDTF for their approval.

Other Subcommittee (Breast Cancer and Colorectal Cancer)

We also will have discussed how to bring other cancer sites-specific subcommittees on line using, for example, the SPORE (Specialized Program of Research Excellence) mechanism in the NCI as a focal point.  We also will have discussed this for colorectal cancer, as a way to link with Dr. Frank Berger’s topic, below.  Linkages to the cancer plan and other statewide initiatives will have been discussed. 

Other Activities:

Colorectal Cancer Presentation

During this quarterly meeting the RTF will have a brief presentation by Dr. Frank Berger, the director of the Center for Colon Cancer Research at the University of South Carolina. 

New Task Force Coordinator

Mackey Richards has taken on the role as the new RTF coordinator. If you are interested in participating in any of the subcommittees please contact Mackey at (richarm@dhec.sc.gov).    
Survivor and Family Issues Task Force

Judith DeNoyior, Co-Chair           Delores Smith, Co-Chair

Jim Allen, Coordinator
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Cancer Plan 
The Task Force began work on its four priority objectives by setting up committees and designating chairpersons.  The committee chairman and/or co-chairman include Diane Gluck, Delores Smith, Lorene Godbold, and Simbonika Spencer.  

Much of the time of the Task Force this Quarter has been spent implementing Priority Objective 3 - To Develop & Promote Resource Information Regarding Survivorship.  The Lion in the House Project will be the used to accomplish this objective.  A strategy of this project is to brand the SCCA name as a portal for cancer resources, services, and policy in South Carolina.

A Lion in the House Project Committee was formed on November 14, 2005.  Anthony Coggiola volunteered to serve as Chairman and has been very involved in the project’s development.  There are currently 22 members participating on the Committee that represent all five task forces.  This Committee is closely coordinating its activities with the SCCA Communications Committee and all of the Task Force Coordinators.

Lion Project Planning Meetings were held on November 28, December 12, December 19, and January 9.  Anthony Coggiola and Ginie Daguise have been invited by the National Lion in the House Project to participate as panel speakers at the National Lion in the House Conference in Washington, DC on January 26-27.  They will be sharing the experiences of SCCA in preparation of this national event.  SCCA evidently has one of the most innovative promotional programs in the country. 

Facilitation meetings to generate ideas for the development of public service announcements (PSAs) and other media events to promote SCCA and the Lion In the House series are being held in Columbia, Charleston, and Greenville in January.  Seven meetings will be held for cancer providers, cancer caregivers, and cancer partners.  The suggestions and recommendations generated from these meetings will be used to develop relevant pre and post messages that promote SCCA and cancer resources and services in South Carolina.  The Lion in the House Program is scheduled to be aired nationally on the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS/ETV) in June 2006.  
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