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Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P)
Dr. Carolyn Reed, Chair    Mary Lynn Donovan, Vice Chair

Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailyawalter@yahoo.com
Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Cancer Plan    Jeanne Musgrove jeanne.musgrove@tenethealth.com   
Objective 1: Increase cigarette tax to $1.00 per pack to prevent youth addiction

Objective 2: Secure health insurance coverage, private and public (Medicaid), for colorectal cancer screening,   
 
        early detection and treatment
The A&P Cancer Plan work group has monitored progress on the 2005-2006 and has developed two requests for funding proposals for 2006-2007. One to continue efforts for increasing insurance coverage for CRC screening; and one to support youth advocacy for prevention of tobacco use with funds for educational briefing and media campaign should cigarette tax increases not occur this legislative session. These proposals are currently being considered.
Legislative- Cigarette Tax    Renee` Martin reneemartin@smokefreesc.org
· Participated in weekly cigarette tax strategy (CTS) meetings, Campaign Coordinator, Kelly Davis, hired

· Worked closely with SCCA lobbyist, Ted Riley, to monitor proposed legislation to increase cigarette tax 

· Worked with SC Tobacco Collaborative (SCTC) and partners to develop radio spots to educate and inform general public, policy makers and legislators

· DHEC Communication staff produced and distributed radio spot “Big Difference” in the low country of SC; SCTC supported by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation produced and developed additional radio spots for airing  through out the state

· A&P TF members participated in press conferences, briefings and  hearings to promote cigarette tax increase  to prevent youth smoking/addiction; two bills have passed out of subcommittee to increase cigarette tax (30cents and 32 cents) going to full House Ways and Means Committee

· Statewide public opinion poll/survey completed with findings that 71% of SC voters supported a 93 cents tax increase (SCTC  and SC Hospital Association funded)

· Developed and distributed various fact sheets (6) on topics related cigarette tax increase

· SCCA  members submitted more than 4 letters to the editor to various newspapers around the state

· SCCA members contacted their legislators to express support for significant increases in cigarette tax

Legislative- Colorectal Cancer  
  Nancy Cheney nancy.cheney@cancer.org
· Consulted and provided information to the Employee Insurance Plan (EIP) to secure support for adding colorectal cancer (CRC) screening to the SC State Health Plan

· Promoted and participated in the Colorectal Cancer conference in Spartanburg to develop state wide dialog on increasing CRC screening, improving awareness of prevention and research
Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P) continued
· Secured commitment from SC Medicaid program and the Medicaid Advisory Committee to review current CRC policies and seek to add screening; approved by advisory committee and awaiting determination from Washington (Center for Medicare/Medicaid Services)

· Continued support for House Bill 3536 would require insurance coverage for early detection of colorectal cancer; awaiting legislative committee action
Medicaid/ Breast & Cervical Cancer Treatment Services Awareness     Mary Lynn Donovan mlfdonovan@bellsouth.net  

This work group has been created to continue developing strategies and outreach activites to increase awareness and use of the expanded Medicaid program that provides treatment for low income women with breast and cervical cancer. This includes education and outreach to financial counselors, provider facilities and the general public through the media.  Additional community partners are being identified.
Clinical Trials Reimbursement
  Peggy Anthony anthonml@musc.edu  
The Clinical Trials Reimbursement work group continues to monitor patient protection for cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials.  This work group has completed a review of how other states are addressing the issue.  Dr. Reed and work group members are communicating with the SC Department of Insurance staff and key insurance companies about strategies to prevent insurance companies from denying standard of care changes for individuals enrolled in clinical trials. This has policy implications for all clinical trials efforts in South Carolina.   Currently, the South Carolina Alliance of Health Plans is considering a draft voluntary agreement to cover reimbursements for all standard of care services for cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials. Additional community partners are being identified.
Early Detection Task Force (EDTF)
Dr. Stephanie Brundage, Chair 
Roland Young, Vice Chair    
Marylou Stinson, Coordinator, (803) 407-3788, mlbstinson@yahoo.com
Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan      Donna Simmons donna.simmons@cancer.org
Objective 1: Disseminate cancer screening guidelines and information through the SCCA Cancer Education 
 
        Guide presentations.
Objective 2: Identify evidence-based strategies that could contribute to greater standardization of the practice 
 
        of clinical breast examination.
Objective 3: Evaluate health care capacity in SC for colorectal cancer detection, including the availability of 
 
        FOBT, sigmoidoscopy and colonoscopy.  This assessment should include cost analysis of 
 
        colorectal screening and geographic distribution of services.
The ED Cancer Plan workgroup submitted funding requests for ’06-‘07 and added a prostate cancer objective.  
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup* 
    Diane Klebanow dmklebanow@aol.com
The EDTF continues to work with the Prevention Task Force on the Cancer Education Guide project.   Over ninety people have participated in the SCCA Cancer Education Guide facilitator training sessions that were held in Columbia (October 2005), Florence (December 2005), Charleston (February 2006), Allen University (February 2006), Rock Hill (April 2006).  These trained facilitators are promoting the Cancer Education Guide presentations, meeting with local groups and informing community members about the SCCA.  Two additional facilitator training sessions (see below) are scheduled for 2006.  Registration forms are available in your packets today and the registration forms are also accessible on the SCCA website.  

Regional Cancer Education Guide Facilitator Training Events

· Beaufort – Beaufort Memorial Hospital – Wednesday, May 17, 2006 

· Greenville – Michelin – Thursday, June 8, 2006

The work group has begun the process to translate the Cancer Education Guide materials into Spanish.  The workgroup will begin coordinating Spanish facilitator training sessions in 2007.    

Provider Capacity and Professional Education* 
Donna Simmons donna.simmons@cancer.org
The Provider Capacity and Professional Education Workgroup is working to address EDTF objectives 2 and 3. 
Breast Cancer*
The workgroup has identified faculty throughout South Carolina who are responsible for the Clinical Breast Exam instruction.  The workgroup has communicated with faculty and has tentatively scheduled a meeting prior to the July 2006 SCCA meeting to bring these individuals together to discuss the standardization of the practice of clinical breast examination.  

Colorectal Cancer*
Planning has begun to update the SCCA website in order to host a resource directory for colorectal cancer screening services in South Carolina.  The colorectal cancer workgroup has finalized an enrollment form that will be sent to providers across the state who offer colorectal cancer screening services.  Information will be collected and included in the online resource directory for colorectal cancer screening services.  
Patient Care Task Force (PCTF)
Dr. Anand Sharma, Chair 
   Henry Well, Vice-Chair
 
 Ian Hamilton, Coordinator (803) 799-3138 norian@earthlink.net 
Goal: Identify and reduce barriers to state of the art cancer care in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan     Henry Well hwell@cancer.org
Objective 1: Re-establish cancer pain initiative efforts in SC
Objective 2: Assess and address the magnitude of indigent cancer care 
Objective 3: Provide education and awareness about cancer clinical trials 
The 2006-2007 PCTF funding request was for both the Pain Initiative and the Clinical Trials group.
South Carolina Pain Initiative (SCPI)* 
  Maribeth Kowalski mbk-scpi@earthlink.net
An organizational meeting was held on March 9 and a follow up meeting is scheduled for May 16 at the SC Hospital Association offices in Columbia.  The SCPI assisted in planning the Carolinas Pain Congress on March 16 and 17 in Charlotte and was able to meet jointly with the NCPI.  In addition to the joint meeting with June Dahl from the American Alliance of Cancer Pain Initiatives, about 20 folks from SC met to discuss the SCPI and to give feedback regarding priorities and strategies for 2006-2007.  The SCPI will be seeking additional funding from ACS, the Lance Armstrong Foundation and AACPI.

Cost of Indigent Cancer Care 
Ginie Daguise daguisvg@dhec.sc.gov
A comprehensive report on the cost of indigent cancer care written by Girish Kolpuru graduate student at the Norman J. Arnold School of Public Health, Center for Health Services and Policy Research will be completed by the May 5th meeting.  Several copies will be available.
Clinical Trials* 
Ian Hamilton norian@earthlink.net, Tricia Bentz adraleta@musc.edu
SCCA has subcontracted with MUSC to initiate activities to build patient recruitment to cancer clinical trials. Hollings Cancer Center will support the patient recruitment efforts by establishing a statewide study coordinator group. The group will provide feedback about improving patient recruitment in SC. 
National Cancer Treatment Guidelines* 
Dr. Drew Monitto dmonitto@srhs.com
A short presentation highlighting the benefit and availability of the NCCN guidelines will be proposed to the SCMA CME Committee for the 2007 Scientific Assembly for a brief informative session on NCCN guidelines. 

We will preview this presentation at the May 5th SCOS/SCCA meeting in the presence of SC Oncology Society members to get some input/suggestions from oncologists, and in the process hopefully educate a few of the oncologists who may not be already using them.  We will continue to highlight the benefits of American Council of Surgeons Commission on Cancer (ACOS CoC) certification as a means of improving cancer care throughout the state. 
Transportation* 
Chris Gibson cgibson@lexhealth.org
Several presentations have been made to survivors and other community groups in the hopes that they will personally recognize the need for transportation assistance for cancer patients. We are trying to get individuals (employees and cancer survivors) to volunteer through the Road to Recovery program with the American Cancer Society and then on wide-reach basis, asking community leaders to check with their individual areas of influence to see if there are vans/buses that are not used for blocks of time during the week. We are researching a grant that we may be able to use to hire an individual as a dispatcher to coordinate the buses/drivers and individuals using the transportation.  
Prevention Task Force (PTF)
Marcous Gardner, Chair 
Dianne Wilson, Vice-Chair
   
Sohailla Digsby, Coordinator (only until 5-5-06)
Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing 
cancer among South Carolinians.

Cancer Plan  
Objective 1: Increase the number of smoke-free facilities in the state 
Objective 2: Develop collaborative relationships with statewide and local community and state entities with 
 
         similar missions and goals for physical activity and nutrition policies in South Carolina.
Objective 3: Obtain baseline data on cancer-related environmental outbreaks, and conduct an 
 
         awareness/educational campaign on environmental risk factors in selected areas.  
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup  
  Musette Hoefer pgfarm@bellsouth.net
Members of the PTF continue to work collaboratively with the Early Detection Task Force (EDTF) on the Cancer Education Guide project.  The SCCA’s Cancer Education Guide Facilitator trainings across the state have been well attended and trainees are sharing the Cancer Education Guide’s Prevention and Early Detection message and presentation with their communities. The next Cancer Education Guide Facilitator Training will be held in Greenville on Thursday, June 8 at Michelin.  The registration form is available in your meeting packet and on the SCCA website. (Please see the Early Detection Task Force for more details). 

Physical Activity/Nutrition   Pansy Yates pansy.yates@tenethealth.com, Susan Frost frosts@dhec.sc.gov
We have submitted a proposal to request funding from the SCCA/CDC funds to revise the “You Can Reduce Your Risk” brochure originally created by the Women’s Cancer Coalition. This brochure has frequently been requested over recent years, but is currently out of print and in need of content revision. This piece could help build stronger partnerships - to have a tangible tool to offer to our partners such as Prevention Partners and Shrink Down as they incorporate behavior modification education related to cancer prevention into their programs.

 
Tobacco 
Dianne Wilson cwilson298@aol.com
This Subcommittee is working with the Smoke Free Columbia Campaign whose media team is working on putting together print ads, a brochure, and radio spots to promote the smoke free message. Also, a new proposal has been submitted for funds to promote the training of health care providers in SC to prepare them to treat tobacco dependence with evidence-based interventions.  The activity will be a collaborative team project of the SCDHEC Division of Tobacco Prevention Control, MUSC, SCCA, and the Tobacco Intervention and Prevention Strategy (TIPS) program. 

 

Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure     Dottye Wodogaza Dottye.Wodogaza@PalmettoHealth.org, Amy Steele AmyL.Steele@PalmettoHealth.org
We have applied for another $5000 mini-grant from the National Special Olympics Office to incorporate Sun Safety/UV protection education, screening, and activities into the existing Special Olympics Healthy Athlete program at the upcoming Columbia games on May 6, 2006. At a recent Games, SCCA members and volunteers that participated in the October Special Olympics Games in Anderson found it a very rewarding experience and were able to give hands-on Sun Safety lessons and tools to athletes, coaches, and attendees. 
Research Task Force (RTF)

James Hebert, ScD – Chair      Swann Adams, PhD - Vice-Chair

Mackey Richard, Coordinator, (803) 545-4501, richarm@dhec.sc.gov
Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Cancer Plan      Dr. John Ureda jureda@sc.rr.com, Dr. James Hebert jhebert@sc.edu
Objective 1: Double the number of high-risk men who have made an informed decision on whether to be  
 
        screened for prostate cancer.
Objective 2: Increase the proportion of informed, high risk men newly diagnosed with prostate cancer at the 
 
         localized stage compared to similar men diagnosed at regional or distant disease.
Tissue Bank      Dr. Bill Butler william.butler@palmettohealth.org
The Tissue Bank Subcommittee has identified the need for the coordination of a statewide tissue bank.  Current leaders (Drs. Butler, Buckhaults, Berger, Hazen-Martin, and others from the Greenville- Spartanburg area) plan to bring together people from around the state to collectively discuss a statewide tissue bank.  

Prostate Cancer 
Dr. John Ureda jureda@sc.rr.com   
The Prostate Subcommittee is investigating the feasibility of developing a prostate cancer informed decision-making campaign in conjunction with several partners for September 2006.  The hope is to create a media program around which partners and other organizations and individuals can plan and coordinate prostate cancer screening activities at regional and local levels throughout the state.
Colorectal Cancer 
   Mackey Richard at richarm@dhec.sc.gov
Dr. James Hebert and the Research Task Force have recently proposed constituting a Colorectal Cancer Subcommittee.  This would be an opportunity for collaborative, cross-disciplinary and cross-community work, involving practitioners, researchers, and community leaders. 
Other Activities:

Head and Neck Cancer Research Presentation

During this quarterly meeting the RTF will have a brief presentation on the statewide efforts in head and neck cancer research by Dr. Terry Day, MUSC Associate Professor and Director Department of Otolaryngology- Head and Neck Surgery. 

Survivor and Family Issues Task Force

Judith DeNoyior, Co-Chair           Delores Smith, Co-Chair


Jim Allen, Coordinator, (843) 661-4728, allenj@dhec.sc.gov
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Cancer Plan      Delores Smith (864) 574-6982
Objective 1: Develop resource information for families and cancer survivors:  Lion in the House Project
Objective 2: Develop a network of patient navigators.
Objective 3: Develop a comprehensive cancer survivor resource database for SC.
Lion in the House Project      Anthony Coggiola Anthony.D.Coggiola@jci.com
The Lion Project Committee has had numerous planning meetings to promote the June 21-22 PBS broadcast.  It hosted Lion in the House promotional screenings to cancer provider and caregiver groups in Charleston, Columbia, Greenville and Florence over the last several months.  Additional community screenings are being planned throughout until mid June.  The Lion in the House PBS broadcast will air June 21-22.  It describes the impact of childhood cancer on five families over a six year period.  In addition to promoting this broadcast, these screening and other media events will promote the SCCA organization and its other initiatives.

SCCA and the Lion in the House Program information were exhibited at the SC Hospital Association Conference in February and the SC Rural Health Association Conference in March.  Program information was presented to the Executive Director of the SC Office of Rural Health and the SC Rural Health Association Board of Directors. 

Both the SC ETV and the Division of Communication Resources at DHEC have been working closely with the Lion Project Committee to develop and implement pre- and post- media events for this project.  Six video and audio public service announcements promoting various resources available to cancer patients, their families and survivors in South Carolina have been scheduled for production by DHEC to be completed by May 15.  This information will be available to be seen in a video streaming format on the revised SCCA web site.

Patient Navigator*   Diane Gluck gtwinleaf@charter.net, Deirdre Young ddyoung@lexhealth.org 
The Patient Navigator Committee began meeting this quarter.  It completed a Letter of Intent to the Lance Armstrong Foundation for a Community Planning Grant in March.  It recently received notification that its Letter of Intent was approved and that it had been invited to submit a full application that is due on May 1.  The purpose the grant is to develop plans for a statewide cancer patient navigator program.

A Panel of representatives from different types of Patient Navigation Programs in South Carolina will make presentations on their respective programs for the Survivor and Family Issues Task Force at the Annual Meeting on May 5. 

Cancer Resource*   Lorene Godbold, MSW LGodbold@mcleodhealth.org, Simbonika Spencer, MPH

Simbonika.Spencer@cancer.org
The Cancer Resource Committee has been meeting during the last quarter and has begun assessing available cancer resources in the state.  They plan to establish contacts within each identified resource.  A SCCA Member Survey is being developed and will be distributed soon.  It will seek to determine what cancer resources are available through our membership.     
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*Members needed in this subcommittee / workgroup

