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Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P)

Mary Lynn Donovan, Chair 
Peggy Anthony, Vice Chair 
Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailya.walter@sccanceralliance.org 

Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Legislative Update:


 2008 Cancer Policy & Legislative Agenda

1. A cigarette tax increase to at least $1.00 per pack
Update: The Senate passed a cigarette tax increase of 50 cents per pack. The inflation indexing provision did not pass. Income from the tax will go both to a health care trust fund that would provide tax credits to expand Medicaid coverage and to fund DHEC tobacco prevention and control efforts ($5 mil. p/yr).
($14,000 cancer implementation 2007-2008 funds used for SCCA radio spots in February 2008)
2. Health insurance coverage for colorectal cancer screening and treatment.

Update: We are still working to secure coverage by private insurers for colorectal cancer screenings. The Senate version of the budget includes $1 million for a pilot colorectal cancer screening program at DHEC. This is also a nonrecurring allocation.
3. Smoke-free environments for all workers 
Update: In a unanimous decision on March 31, the SC Supreme Court upheld the Greenville smoke free ordinance and ruled that SC cities and towns do have the power to enact smoke-free workplace ordinances. Since the ruling, momentum is growing in several local communities to move forward with their own smoke free efforts, including North Charleston, North Augusta and Aiken. We will continue to monitor all relevant state-level bills to keep “pre-emptive” language from being added. 
-  SCCA funds were provided to the SC Tobacco Collaborative to assist in the production and distribution of print and AV materials targeting bar and restaurant workers. ($5,000 cancer implementation 2007-2008 funds used). 
4. $2 million in state funding for the expansion of breast and cervical cancer screening by the Best Chance Network (BCN).
Update: The Senate version of the budget contains a non-recurring allocation of $2 million for BCN
Other cancer related policy news:

$800,000 for the tobacco program. The budget will now go back to the House, where it will likely be amended further and returned to the Senate.

-The A&P task force along with the CRC Work Group continue to monitor and work issues related to increasing CRC screening services to include participating in discussions key legislators and policy makers.
A&P cont.

- Members of task force participating in CRC Work group subcommittees on screening and messaging. In February 2008, SC Blue Cross Blue Shield voluntarily expanded coverage for CRC screening for its fully insured policy holders.

- Continued efforts to work with insurance industry and legislators to remove financial barriers (perceived and real) related to standard of care (SOC) routine services for cancer patients enrolling in clinical trials in SC.  A voluntary agreement was not accepted by Blue Cross Blue Shield, so we may explore legislative remedy next year.  

- A&P coordinator serves on the SC Tobacco Collaborative Board of Directors and along with other SCCA members participated in the Tobacco Summit in April.

- SCCA Lobbyist, Ted Rely provided consultation and representation on key cancer issues for our organization.
Early Detection Task Force (EDTF)
Debbie Bryant, RN, MSN, Chair 
Katora Campbell, RN, MSN, MPH, Vice Chair   

Shannon Johnson, MSW, MPH Coordinator, (843) 416-8623, Shannon.Johnson@sccanceralliance.org 
Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Cancer Education Guide Workgroup  
Shannon Johnson, Shannon.Johnson@sccanceralliance.org
Since 2005, 15 trainings have been held statewide, 313 facilitators trained and over 2317 community members have Cancer Education Guide. A CEG workgroup has been re-formed for implementation, evaluation, revision and grant funding. The CEG was not funded for the FY 08-09 therefore there will not be a CEG coordinator.  Early Detection and Prevention Task Forces will share the responsibilities of the CEG. Since January, two CEG trainings were held: one in Georgetown and one in Goose Creek.  The next training is scheduled for June 7th in the Charleston area.  An additional training will be held at the end of June also in the Charleston area in partnership with Hollings Cancer Center. 
Latina Initiative: Evaluating the Spanish CEG

The Latina Initiative is a project that aims to eliminate disparities in the prevention and early detection of cancer among Latinos in SC. One component of the project deals with enhancing the cultural appropriateness of the Spanish Language version of the SCCA Cancer Education Guide (CEG). We are also developing a resource manual related to access to cancer prevention and control services for the local Latino population. After the CEG has been adapted, we will recruit and train four Spanish speaking promotoras who will conduct community based education sessions using the Spanish-language CEG and the cancer services resource guide.

With the SCCA funding that the project has received, the implementation of the revised Spanish Language CEG will be fully evaluated. We will conduct pre- (baseline) and 2 month post-tests of participants in each CEG session. Promotoras will follow-up with participants to provide assistance with accessing cancer screening services as appropriate. Promotoras will maintain logs, which will be reviewed. In-depth interviews will be conducted with promotoras to assess the impact of the CEG and experiences and interaction with women exposed to CEG, particularly related to accessing breast and cervical cancer screening services, as appropriate. 

The Latina Initiative project currently has two workgroups: Communications and Healthcare Access. The Communications workgroup is in the process of adapting the Spanish Language CEG slides to incorporate culturally appropriate images and adjust some of the language used. A logo for the project is also being developed. The Healthcare access workgroup is gathering and verifying information on cancer prevention services, availability of Spanish language interpretation, cost and eligibility of services, and transportation access.  The Spanish CEG was funded by SCCA $10,346.00 ($5,000 for Promotoras, $100 Supplies, $5,000 incentives for participants, $246 Postage).  For more information contact Diana Marquez at MARQUEZD@mailbox.sc.edu
Breast and Female Cancer Work Group Swann Arp Adams, PhD adamsss@gwm.sc.edu (803) 734-4484

Community Education Subcommittee

Members of the SCCA Breast and Female Cancers Workgroup Community and Education Subcommittee have met with the South Carolina Cancer Disparities Community Networks (SCCDCN) to learn more about how the 
Early Detection cont. 

Witness Project is being implemented in South Carolina.  One member of the work group attended the training session held in January 2008. At the training we observed how the SCCDCN was implementing the project and received copies of the Witness Project training materials.

The sub-committee is planning to meet with members of SCCDCN before the end of June 2008 to further our discussion of how to improve our collaboration. We have identified volunteers who are interested in being trained on how to implement the Witness Project in their community.  Our next steps include committee meetings in both May and June, inviting SCCDCN leaders to our meeting, and then beginning planning of Witness Project training in another area of the state. 

Witness Program funded by SCCA for $8,700 ($8,000 Training, $700 Supplies)

Best Chance Network Subcommittee

A planning committee had been formed to determine the objectives and timeline for a BCN Media Event. Goals are to educate legislators about the impact of the funding and to encourage more women to seek services. 

Mammography Registry

The proposal for a Pilot and Feasibility Study of a South Carolina Mammography Registry, submitted by Drs. Swann Arp Adams and Heather Brandt, received funding from the SCCA for a total of $13,500 to begin on July 1, 2008 for completion of mammography registry.

The project timeline, set to begin on July 1st, is as follows:  

	Month(s)
	Study Activity

	1-3
	· Convene the Community-Clinical Advisory Panel (C-CAP)

· Arrange a meeting of the C-CAP

· Write up a report on the issues discussed by the C-CAP

· Arrange for a consultation visit with other mammography registries

	4-9
	· Arrange bi-monthly meetings with clinical sites

· Develop standard operating procedures for the receipt of mammographic data

· Obtain IRB approval for a “test” mammographic dataset from each site

· Initiate and complete data downloads

· Conduct iterative process evaluation of the data transferring process

	10-12
	· Conduct a final evaluation of all study activities

· Write a report of the outcome of all evaluations

· Disseminate the findings from all study evaluations

· Plan the next grant application resulting from this work


Early Detection cont. 

CRC Workgroup  







Dr. Frank Berger, Chair
Laura Shull, Coordinator, Laura.Shull@sccanceralliance.org
Funded $25,000 by SCCA. 

CRC Screening Subcommittee, Chaired By Dr. Jim Burch

The SCCA Colorectal Cancer Work Group Screening Subcommittee is in the process of developing a plan for a statewide colorectal cancer screening program.  Members of the Screening Subcommittee have consulted with the five Colorectal Cancer Screening Demonstration Programs that are currently funded by the CDC in addition to other states that have initiated statewide screening programs.  The Screening Subcommittee is working closely with our partners as DHEC prepares for potential state funding to support a colorectal cancer screening program for our citizens who are uninsured. A draft version of the plan is expected in May. The next phase of the Plan’s development will be critical for ensuring success, as it will require input and agreement from the community as to how the program should be implemented. The draft plan will be annotated with queries for which the subcommittee is seeking input from SCCA members and SCOPE SC stakeholders.      

CRC Messaging Subcommittee, Chaired by Anjelica Q. Davis, MPPA

The SCCA Colorectal Cancer Messaging Subcommittee developed a statewide billboard campaign for March 2008.  The American Cancer Society, the Center for Colon Cancer Research at USC, the DHEC and the SC Gastroenterology Association were active participants in the development of and these partners provided the necessary funding for the statewide campaign.  During March 2008 over 114 billboards were strategically placed throughout SC.  The Outdoor Advertising Association also provided us with time on digital billboards throughout the Columbia community as an in-kind donation to support our efforts.  Local colorectal cancer survivors and advocates were the models for this campaign to promote awareness of the prevention of colorectal cancer. 

The Messaging subcommittee is working closely with FB Enterprises to develop the Shoptalk Movement campaign.  The Shoptalk Movement is an outreach and awareness program that is focused on targeting African American salons and barber shops.  Through this innovative awareness campaign, barber shop and beauty shop clients will receive information from their barbers or stylists about the prevention and early detection of colorectal cancer and resources to link them to screening opportunities.

The 8th Annual Colorectal Cancer Awareness Walk was coordinated by the Palmetto Health Alliance on March 8, 2008.  The walk was a success and brought much needed attention to this preventable disease. 

The 2nd Unmasking Colon Cancer Gala Event was held on March 1, 2008 in Columbia.  Over 300 people attended this spectacular event and over $65,000 was raised to help support colorectal cancer: research, awareness and screening programs in SC. 

Patient Care Task Force 
Henry Well, Chair 
   
Chris Gibson, Vice-Chair
 

 Jennifer Felkel, MSW, MPH, Coordinator   (803) 808-9886, Jennifer.Felkel@sccanceralliance.org     

Goal: Identify and reduce barriers to state of the art cancer care in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan  







Henry Well, hwell@cancer.org 
Objective 1: Re-establish cancer pain initiative efforts in SC 

South Carolina Pain Initiative (SCPI)* 

Shannon Johnson, sjohnson@carolinasendoflifecare.org    
Website: www.carolinasendoflifecare.org/SCPI 
Pain Policy Core Group (Advocacy & Regulation) – A group was formed in February 2008 to discuss barriers in pain management. The group included representatives for the Health Boards and Associations.  At the first meeting which was sponsored by the ACS, David Woodmansee, ACS National Government Relations, presented the PPSG Report Card and its significance to the group.  A dialogue was facilitated by the SCPI Advocacy/Public Policy Chair.  From this dialogue emerged the need for a plan for action to address some of the deficiencies in SC pain management policy.  As a first step, the group agreed to begin working toward a Joint Statement in Pain Management (Nursing, Medical Examiners, & Pharmacy Boards). 

Legislative Breakfast- SCPI held a pain awareness breakfast for legislators on April 23rd. The breakfast was well-attended and pain policy information will be sent as a follow up. 

SCPI granted $12,000 by the ACS Cancer Action Network for Pain Policy Improvements (Advocacy & Regulation)
SCPI will host 4 regional meetings in SC that will reach professionals and the public.  These regional meetings will lay the groundwork for a larger statewide forum for 2009. Forums will allow interested health care professionals and the public to discuss issues affecting pain policy in SC and to further refine an action plan to improve the State’s current grade of “C+” to a “B” by the Pain and Policy Studies Group.  

Patient Education Video (Public Awareness) – Under the grant-funded Project APPROACH (Awareness of Patient Pain & Rights for Optimal Assessment and Communication in Hospitals), SCPI is completing the production of a high-quality, culturally competent video-based education package on pain management for adult patients and their families.  The goal of the video, expected to premier this summer, is to provide adult patients and their families an easily accessible, understandable and standardized pain management educational video and resource materials to enhance patient outcomes, satisfaction and quality of life.  Partners in this project include The Carolinas Center, MUSC, and the SC Hospital Association. 

Hope Lodge Pain Presentations (Public Awareness) 
Patient education presentations for pain management continue to be held quarterly at the Charleston Hope Lodge. Tamara Bowman, RN, MUSC Pain and Palliative Care, presented on March 20th. The next session will be held this summer. The session is geared toward cancer patients, their families and caregivers.

Pain Awareness Month (Advocacy & Regulation, Professional Education and Public Awareness) – The 2008 Pain Congress will be held in September in conjunction with Pain Awareness Month.  Held annually since 1999, the Congress is a day and a half professional gathering with CME opportunities.  SCPI is instrumental in planning the event and provides limited funding for speakers for the event.  The annual statewide meeting of SCPI will be scheduled during this conference. The conference theme will focus on disparities in pain management. 

Save the Date September 25th and 26th Charlotte Marriot Executive Park, Charlotte, NC.

Prevention Task Force 
Suzanne Henson, MPH, CHES, Chair 

Matthew Carpenter, PhD, Vice Chair
   

Ian Hamilton, MSW, Coordinator       (803) 799-3138       Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing cancer among South Carolinians.

Cancer Plan  

Objective 3: Increase the number of smoke-free facilities in SC. (Awarded $10,000 for FY ’08 – ’09)
Objective 4: Develop collaborative relationships with statewide and local entities with similar missions and 
 

goals for physical activity and nutrition policies in SC. (Awarded $1,000 for FY ’08 – ’09)
Objective 7: Increase sun safe practices among young people (Awarded $3,000 for FY ’08 – ’09)
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup* 

Ian Hamilton Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
See the EDTF report.
Physical Activity/Nutrition* Pansy Yates pansy.yates@tenethealth.com  Susan Frost frosts@dhec.sc.gov 

The Nutrition/Physical activity committee received approval for purchase of five additional Families Eat Smart Move More training kits for 2008-2009 so that we will be able to place a kit at every Cancer Education Guide model host location.  Facilitator training/ orientation sessions have been held at the October 2007 and January 2008 SCCA meetings and will be offered again at future SCCA meetings. A total of 34 trainers have been certified.

Tobacco* 







Dianne Wilson, cwilson298@aol.com 

Since January, there has been dramatic change in SC with regard to tobacco related policy.  In a unanimous decision on March 31, the SC Supreme Court upheld the Greenville smoke free ordinance and ruled that SC cities and towns do have the power to enact smoke-free workplace ordinances. The town of Clemson passed a comprehensive smoke free ordinance that will take effect on July 1. Columbia city council is on the verge of possibly expanding their smoke free ordinance to include stand-alone bars, which were excluded in the original version that passed in November 2006.  Comprehensive or not, Columbia’s ordinance will take effect starting July 1.  There are a number of cities, towns and counties that are considering passing their own smoke free workplace ordinances. In addition, a $.50 cigarette tax has passed the Senate.  Also see A&P TF update 
Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure* Dottye Wodogaza, Dottye.Wodogaza@PalmettoHealth.org   
Two Special Olympics events were held recently: March 8th at the Citadel in Charleston and May 3rd at Fort Jackson in Columbia.  At each event, SCCA volunteers distributed sun safety materials like hats, sunglasses, sunscreen, lipscreen, and ACS Sun Safe brochures.  Also, volunteers educated athletes, their family members, coaches, and event volunteers about the principles of sun safety.
Research Task Force 

James Hebert, ScD, Chair      Anthony Alberg, PhD, Vice-Chair


Shannon Payne, Coordinator (803) 238-7572   Shannon.Payne@sccanceralliance.org 
Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Cancer Plan 


Dr. John Ureda, jureda@sc.rr.com   Dr. James Hebert, jhebert@sc.edu 
Objective 1: By June 2010, double the number of high-risk men who have made an informed decision on  
 
        whether to be screened for prostate cancer.
Objective 2: By June 2010, increase the proportion of informed, high risk men newly diagnosed with prostate 
 
         cancer at the localized stage compared to similar men diagnosed at regional or distant disease.
Workgroup Related Activities
Colorectal Cancer Work Group 


Dr. Frank Berger, berger@sc.edu

See update provided by Early Detection Task Force 
Breast and Female Cancers Work Group
Dr Swann Arp-Adams, adamsss@gwm.sc.edu

See update provided by Early Detection Task Force
Prostate Cancer Workgroup


Dr. John Ureda, jureda@sc.rr.com


The work group is in the midst of defining its current shape and structure and evaluating how it can be most effective going forward.  Currently, the work group has a symposium scheduled for September 2008.  More details will be forthcoming.  

Survivor and Family Task Force

Diane Gluck, Chair           DeeAnn Jones, Vice Chair

Jim Allen, Coordinator, (843) 413-6434, allenj@dhec.sc.gov 
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Cancer Plan

Objective 1: By June 2008, develop Family Resource Guides for children and adults…
Objective 2: By June 2008, hold a Cancer Survivorship Conference in SC…
Objective 3: By June 2008, develop a network of agencies and individuals to maintain, update and promote resource information…   
Objective 4: To develop a state-wide Patient Navigator program…
Promotions Committee Anthony Coggiola, Chair tcogg@cl3associates.com
(Objective 1)
Roll-Out Sessions for the Pediatric Family Resource Guide were at the Greenville Hospital System on January 29 and the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) in Charleston on February 14.  The Family Resource Guides were distributed to Cancer Center staff and local nonprofits with instructions on how to use them. 

The Adult Cancer Resource Guide is currently being developed and will use the same format as the Pediatric Family Resource Guide.    Anthony Coggiola will conduct two one-hour Roll-Out sessions for the Pediatric Family Resource Guide and its electronic counterpart on the SC Cancer Alliance web site at the Annual Meeting on May 16 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
Survivorship Conference DeeAnn Jones, Chair deeannjones@bellsouth.net
(Objective 2)
The Survivorship Conference: Living with and Beyond Cancer was held March 14-15 in Columbia.  It was a big success with 101 attendees.  Some of the comments in the conference evaluation were: Excellent variety of topics; Highly beneficial conference to learn from survivors and from presenters; Re-energized about patient care, more knowledge of my patient’s needs; Too many to list. Every session was full of positive, practical and sound information; Cancer survivors have extensive needs that we need to ensure we are meeting them; and I have thoroughly enjoyed this conference. Please do it again. DeeAnn Jones and her Conference Planning Committee did an excellent job.
Plans are being made for the SCCA to host a Regional Survivorship Conference in 2009.  

Promotions Committee Anthony Coggiola tcogg@cl3associates.com Chair
(Objective 3)
The Family Resource Guide was adapted to the SC Cancer Alliance Web Site at www.sccanceralliance.org and will be ready to use by the Annual meeting on May 16.   

Interviews with pediatric cancer experts from the three pediatric cancer treatment centers have been completed and excerpts from these interviews will be viewed on the SC Cancer Alliance web site using YouTube videos.  An additional interview with the Director of the Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant Program at MUSC will be recorded by the DHEC Video Department in May.
Patient Navigator Committee Jan Viars, Chair viarsjh@dhec.sc.gov

(Objective 4)
Members of the Committee enrolled in the Management Academy at the UNC School of Public Health completed their business plan this spring that was based on developing a state-wide patient navigator training program.  This group plans to present their Business Plan to the Task Force soon.   
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*Members needed in this subcommittee / workgroup

