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Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P)

Dr. Carolyn Reed, Chair    Mary Lynn Donovan, Vice Chair


Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailyawalter@yahoo.com 
Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Cancer Plan 




Jeanne Musgrove jeanne.musgrove@tenethealth.com
The Cancer Plan Implementation work group monitors progress on the Advocacy & Policy priorities for 2006 ---   

Priority Objective 1: 
Increase cigarette tax to $1.00 per pack to prevent youth addiction









Renee Martin reneemartin@smokefreesc.org
· Cigarette tax strategy group meets biweekly to develop work plan for upcoming session

· SCCA members attended receptions held for Representatives Agnew and Rutherford in appreciation for supporting cancer prevention activities

· Workshop held in Abbeville to prepare workplan needed to obtain support from Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids

· SCCA members (Gene Rountree and others) participate in strategy planning retreat in Columbia on September 12.
· Meeting in Charleston with new key faculty members at Hollings Cancer Center, Dr. Tony Alberg and Dr. Marvela Ford to brief them on tobacco prevention activities and opportunities to get involved.
· Ongoing discussions with DHEC and C-Change regarding Cancer Plan implementation as it relates to tobacco objectives and possible funding for SC Cancer Plan implementation.

· Proposal went forward to increase approved SCCA funding for cigarette tax media activities with unobligated funds from year 1 of CDC Comprehensive Cancer Control (CCC) implementation grant.

· Reviewed spending plan for the $2 million appropriation by the SC Legislature for youth tobacco prevention & cessation activities in 2007 as developed by the DHEC Tobacco Control Division.

Priority Objective 2: 
Secure health insurance coverage, private and public (Medicaid), for colorectal cancer (CRC) screening, early detection and treatment  
Nancy Cheney nancy.cheney@cancer.org
· Continue to promote and monitor CRC screening via Medicaid
· SCCA members have joined work groups and subcommittees of the Dialogue for Action initiative
· Advocacy & Policy TF members participated in the SCCA Colorectal Cancer Work Group via conference calls and input into goals and objectives and calendar of events; drafts being circulated with meeting planned Oct 19.
· Dialogue and consultations continue with the SC State Health Plan officials planning incorporation of CRC screening for state employees in 2007.
· SCCA member participates in National Patient Advocacy Foundation Access workshop in Atlanta in October 2006.
Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P) cont.
Medicaid subcommittee, Breast & Cervical Cancer Treatment Services Awareness

Mary Lynn Donovan mlfdonovan@bellsouth.net  

This work group has been created to continue developing strategies and outreach activites to increase awareness and use of the expanded Medicaid program that  provides treatment for low income women with breast and cervical cancer. 

· One year anniversary of this service benefit was highlighted in article in Greenville News.
· Efforts to identify SCCA members in each region to follow up with cancer care facilities in their area.

Clinical Trials Reimbursement work group 


 Peggy Anthony anthonml@musc.edu  
The Advocacy and Policy Clinical Trials work group continues to monitor patient protection for cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials. The work group met with representative of the Medical Directors of key health insurance plans in SC (South Carolina Alliance of Health Plans) in August to discuss the draft voluntary agreement to cover reimbursements for all standard of care services for cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials. This draft agreement with recommendations will be presented to SCAHP members at their annual meeting in November 29 – December 1, 2006.

Other Legislative activities:

Breast Cancer Awareness Pink Ribbon Tea held at the SC Museum on Oct 3. SCCA members participated in this annual event sponsored by the American Cancer Society.

Cancer Advocacy Training session scheduled during the SCCA quarterly meeting will target to train 25 advocates for action in SC.

Youth Access to Tobacco - This law significantly increases penalties ranging from $100-400 for businesses and employees that sell tobacco to children.  Minors caught with cigarettes can pay $75 in fines and court costs, be sentenced to community service or ordered to complete smoking cessation classes. This measure also outlaws tobacco vending machines in areas where minors are allowed, unless they can only be used by business owners or their employees. 

Funds appropriated for cancer prevention being monitored 

· $2 million for smoking prevention and cessation (this is our first state funding for this program in 3 years!) 

· $1 million for Breast Cancer Screening and Treatment (continued expansion of this program) 

· $4 million for Student Health and Fitness Act (funding for implementation of this Act)

Policy Progress Report:

· Sullivan’s Island goes Smoke Free for all public facilities including bars and restaurants!!

· Two public hearings for Smoke Free Columbia held. Vote to be held on 10-18-06.
· Hilton Head town council considering adoption of smoke free ordinance. 
· Smoke Free Greenville and Newberry are gaining momentum.
Early Detection Task Force (EDTF)

Dr. Stephanie Brundage, Chair 
Vacant, Vice Chair

Marylou Stinson, Coordinator, (803) 351-5197, mlbstinson@yahoo.com 
Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan  


Priority Objective 1: Cancer Education Guide

Disseminate cancer screening guidelines and information through the SCCA Cancer Education Guide presentations.

Priority Objective 2: Colon Cancer Screening Capacity

Evaluate health care capacity in SC for colorectal cancer detection, including the availability of FOBT, sigmoidoscopy and colonoscopy.  This assessment should include cost analysis of colorectal screening and geographic distribution of services.
Priority Objective 3: Prostate Cancer Professional Education and Awareness

Support dissemination of new information to provide the public and especially African American males, with evolving science, technology, and guidelines for prostate cancer. (added for ’06-’07)
Priority Objective 4: Clinical Breast Exam Competency

Identify evidence-based strategies that could contribute to greater standardization of the practice of clinical breast examination.
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup 



Marylou Stinson mlbstinson@yahoo.com 
Priority Objective 1

Early Detection of Cancers
The EDTF continues to work with the Prevention Task Force on the Cancer Education Guide project.   155 people have participated in the SCCA Cancer Education Guide facilitator training sessions that were held in Columbia (October 2005), Florence (Dec. 2005), Charleston (Feb. 2006), Allen University (Feb. 2006), Rock Hill (April 2006), Beaufort (May 2006), Columbia (July 2006), Ravenel (August 2006) and Orangeburg (Sept. 2006).  These regional facilitators are promoting the Cancer Education Guide presentations, meeting with local groups and informing community members about the prevention and early detection of cancer and the SCCA.  Additional training events will be held by request in 2006 and 2007.  City Year Columbia will host a Cancer Education Guide training session on Friday, November 3, 2006 at the City Year office.

The Team Up initiative has included the Cancer Education Guide presentations into their community intervention in Orangeburg, SC.  Cancer Education Guide presentations will be conducted in five churches in the Orangeburg community during October and November of 2006.     

Provider Capacity -Professional Education Workgroup Donna Simmons donna.simmons@cancer.org 
Priority Objectives 2-4

Early Detection/Colorectal Cancer

The Early Detection Task Force developed promotional materials and an enrollment form to invite providers throughout South Carolina to enroll in an online resource directory.  The intent of the resource directory is to provide local communities with information about who in their community provides colorectal cancer screening services.  The Early Detection Task Force mailed 138 postcards to hospitals and ambulatory surgery centers in South Carolina.  Response has been disappointing but the subcommittee is investigating other ways to obtain additional information after posting the list of licensed endoscopy centers on the website.     

Early Detection Task Force (EDTF) cont.

The updated SCCA website will host a resource directory for colorectal cancer screening services in South Carolina.  Visitors will be able to click on their county and learn more about cancer screening services in their community.  

Early Detection/Prostate Cancer

The Early Detection Task Force researched BRFSS questions to address prostate cancer screening.  The task force submitted a question to the state BRFSS Coordinator for review and inclusion in the 2007 questionnaire.  The question was approved and will be included in the 2007 BRFSS questionnaire. 


Early Detection/Cancer 

The Provider Capacity and Professional Education Work Group is collaborating with the South Carolina Academy of Family Practice.  The Academy conference planning committee is inviting a cancer expert to speak during their 58th annual scientific assembly scheduled for November of 2006.  The Early Detection Task Force also applied for and received a complimentary booth at the meeting.  The Early Detection Task Force will exhibit during the conference in an effort to promote awareness about cancer screening guidelines and to engage Academy members in the SCCA. 

Patient Care Task Force (PCTF)

Dr. Anand Sharma, Chair 
   Henry Well, Vice-Chair
 

 Ian Hamilton, Coordinator (803) 799-3138 norian@earthlink.net   
Goal: Identify and reduce barriers to state of the art cancer care in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan  







Henry Well hwell@cancer.org 
Objective 1: Re-establish cancer pain initiative efforts in SC (continue in 2006-2007)

Objective 2: Assess and address the magnitude of indigent cancer care (completed in 2006)
Objective 3: Provide education and awareness about cancer clinical trials (continue in 2006-2007)

South Carolina Pain Initiative (SCPI)* 


Tamra West twest@carolinasendoflifecare.com    
Shannon Johnson was hired effective September 1. The SCPI exhibited September 6th and 7th at the Pain Management Seminar, September 18th and 19th at The Carolinas Center Annual Conference and will exhibit at the October SCCA meeting.  An SCPI webpage has been established and a monthly SCPI E-newsletter was created and first sent out in September. Governor proclaimed September 2006 as Pain Awareness Month. 

Clinical Trials* 







Tricia Bentz adraleta@musc.edu  
No update as of 10-6-06
National Cancer Treatment Guidelines* 


Dr. Drew Monitto dmonitto@srhs.com 
In order to educate primary care doctors about National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) guidelines, as well as important oncologic issues as they relate to primary care, Dr. Alberto Montero of Medical Oncology at MUSC and I submitted a proposal to the SCMA CME Committee for the 2007 Scientific Assembly for a 25 minute session as part of an overall plenary session titled "What's New In Oncology". The proposed session was to include information regarding the use of and benefit of NCCN guidelines, as well as how to access them. The portion of this proposed session that is intended to educate primary care doctors about NCCN guidelines was previewed at the May 5th SCOS/SCCA meeting and was unanimously supported.

Our proposal was accepted by the SCMA CME Committee as a two hour (rather than 25 minute) seminar under the title "Current Oncologic Concepts for Primary Care", which will occur during the 2007 SCMA annual meeting on Saturday, May 5, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Two SCMA CME Committee members have volunteered to work on this session with us. This seminar should provide us will ample time and an excellent venue for educating primary care physicians regarding the importance and availability of national treatment guidelines, as well as best practice guidelines for common cancers as they relate to the primary care physician.

Transportation* 







Chris Gibson cgibson@lexhealth.org 
We continued our grassroots efforts to get small communities behind supporting a transportation system (e.g. wheelchair bus) to run routes from their communities to hospitals, doctor's offices and other community resources.  Have researched grants through DOT, attended their meeting regarding the grants, met with the COG members, have formulated a plan based on the "Wheels" project in Harbison area, and have formed a committee we hope to incorporate as a "not-for profit" committee so that we can apply for a grant the beginning of 2007 to purchase and operate a bus for Batesburg-Leesville.  This plan is to be presented to the Batesburg-Leesville city council on October 9th, requesting the support of the council and the community for this plan.  We will replicate this model in Swansea.
Prevention Task Force (PTF)

Dianne Wilson, Chair 
Vacant Vice Chair
   

Coordinator position currently vacant

Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing cancer among South Carolinians.

Cancer Plan  

Objective 1: Increase the number of smoke-free facilities in SC.

Objective 2: Develop collaborative relationships with statewide and local community and state entities with 
 
         similar missions and goals for physical activity and nutrition policies in South Carolina.
Objective 3: Obtain baseline data on cancer-related environmental outbreaks, and conduct an 
 
         awareness/educational campaign on environmental risk factors in selected areas.  
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup  



Musette Hoefer pgfarm@bellsouth.net 
The PTF continues to work with the Early Detection Task Force on the Cancer Education Guide project.   155 people have participated in the SCCA Cancer Education Guide facilitator training sessions that were held in Columbia (October 2005), Florence (Dec. 2005), Charleston (Feb. 2006), Allen University (Feb. 2006), Rock Hill (April 2006), Beaufort (May 2006), Columbia (July 2006), Ravenel (August 2006) and Orangeburg (Sept. 2006).  These regional facilitators are promoting the Cancer Education Guide presentations, meeting with local groups and informing community members about the prevention and early detection of cancer and the SCCA.  Additional training events will be held by request in 2006 and 2007.  City Year Columbia will host a Cancer Education Guide training session on Friday, November 3, 2006 at the City Year office.

The Team Up initiative has included the Cancer Education Guide presentations into their community intervention in Orangeburg, SC.  Cancer Education Guide presentations will be conducted in five churches in the Orangeburg community during October and November of 2006.     
Physical Activity/Nutrition  Pansy Yates pansy.yates@tenethealth.com  Susan Frost frosts@dhec.sc.gov 
The subcommittee met to discuss potential changes in the, “You Can Reduce Your Cancer Risk” brochure (originally developed by the Women’s Cancer Coalition). $5000 was approved for this project. In addition to the possibility of updating the current version of the brochure, the subcommittee is considering using of an existing ACS brochure with similar information is being investigated. 
Tobacco 








Dianne Wilson cwilson298@aol.com 
The Smoke Free Columbia Campaign, which was awarded $7500 for activities related to objective one, has:
· Presented Columbia’s Mayor and city council with nearly 4500 petition signatures, collected by members and supporters of Smoke Free Columbia, supporting a smoke free workplace ordinance.
· Run radio ads to support the first city council discussion (work meeting) of the proposed smoke free workplace ordinance and subsequent two public hearings. Most SCCA funding has already been spent.
· Organized and recruited attendees and speakers at the two public hearings in Columbia on September 27th and October 4th.
The Columbia city council scheduled a vote on the comprehensive smoke free ordinance for October 18th.

 
Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure  Dottye Wodogaza Dottye.Wodogaza@PalmettoHealth.org    
 








No Update as of 10-6-06
Research Task Force (RTF)

James Hebert, ScD, Chair      Swann Adams, PhD, Vice-Chair


Coordinator position currently vacant

Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Cancer Plan 


Dr. John Ureda jureda@sc.rr.com   Dr. James Hebert jhebert@sc.edu 
Objective 1: By June 2010, double the number of high-risk men who have made an informed decision on  
 
        whether to be screened for prostate cancer.
Objective 2: By June 2010, increase the proportion of informed, high risk men newly diagnosed with prostate 
 
         cancer at the localized stage compared to similar men diagnosed at regional or distant disease.
Tissue Bank 





Dr. Bill Butler william.butler@palmettohealth.org 
Prostate Cancer   







Dr. John Ureda jureda@sc.rr.com    
Colorectal Cancer 







Dr. Keith Elder, Kelder@gwm.sc.edu 
Oral Cancer 

Research Recruitment 

Survivor and Family Task Force

Judith DeNoyior, Co-Chair           Delores Smith, Co-Chair

Jim Allen, Coordinator, (843) 661-4728, allenj@dhec.sc.gov 
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Cancer Plan
Objective 1: Develop resource information for families and cancer survivors:  Lion in the House Project
Objective 2: Develop a network of patient navigators.

Objective 3: Develop a comprehensive cancer survivor resource database for SC.

Objective 4: Implement Quality of Life Programs for Survivors/Families.  
Promotion & Resource Committee (Lion in the House) Anthony Coggiola Anthony.D.Coggiola@jci.com 
SC Pediatric Survivorship Notebook

The Committee met on September 28 and October 10 to discuss next steps for the Committee  following the Lion in the House presentation that aired on ETV in June.  Mr. Coggiola said that during the Lion in the House Screening Events held throughout the state, one important need was identified.  A need to develop a South Carolina specific Pediatric Survivorship Notebook was expressed by those attending these events.  This notebook would be modeled after the Lance Armstrong Foundation Survivorship Notebook.  When completed the SC Pediatric Survivorship Notebook would provide a pediatric cancer patient’s family with a resource to log and maintain essential information and a place to keep relevant records and would include a resource guide for needed information and services.  The Lion Project Committee’s name has been changed to the Pediatric Survivorship Committee.

Facilitation meetings are being scheduled in Columbia, Charleston and Greenville to discuss the content of the proposed SC Pediatric Survivorship Notebooks.  The first one will be held in Columbia on October 24.  Cancer providers, caregivers and nonprofit organizations serving the pediatric cancer patients and their families will be invited to participate in these planning sessions.  Anthony Coggiola will facilitate each of these events.  Several members of the Committee plan to attend the Lance Armstrong Foundation Survivorship Summit in Austin, Texas  October 27-29 and hope to talk to representatives from other states about the proposed notebook and to see if there are any Best Practices available. 

Lion in the House Re-Broadcast and Other Media Events 

Plans are being developed with ETV to re-broadcast the Lion in the House program in the spring of 2007.  The Committee plans to promote this broadcast with video and audio PSAs on pediatric cancer resources developed this past summer by the Division of Communication Resources at DHEC.  It also plans to develop a South Carolina specific program for ETV Radio on pediatric cancer survivorship issues.  A telephone bank will be set up for both of these events to answer questions from viewers/listeners and to promote/brand SCCA and its web site for cancer resources and services in the state. These events will be coordinated with the SCCA Communications Committee.

Patient Navigator* 
Diane Gluck gtwinleaf@charter.net 
Deirdre Young ddyoung@lexhealth.org  
There was no activity from this Committee this quarter.  

Cancer Resource Committee 


Simbonika Spencer, Simbonika.Spencer@cancer.org  
There was no activity from this Committee this quarter.   
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*Members needed in this subcommittee / workgroup

