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Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P)

Dr. Carolyn Reed, Chair    Mary Lynn Donovan, Vice Chair


Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailyawalter@yahoo.com

Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Cancer Plan  Jeanne Musgrove jeanne.musgrove@tenethealth.com   

Objective 1: Increase cigarette tax to $1.00 per pack to prevent youth addiction, 
Renee Martin reneemartin@smokefreesc.org
Objective 2: Secure health insurance coverage, private and public (Medicaid), for colorectal cancer

screening, early detection and treatment, Nancy Cheney nancy.cheney@cancer.org
The Cancer Plan Implementation Work Group developed two requests for funding proposals for 2006-2007. One to continue efforts for increasing insurance coverage for CRC screening; and the other to support youth advocacy for prevention of tobacco use with funds for educational briefing and media campaign should cigarette tax increases not occur this legislative session. These proposals have been forwarded to the SCCA Priority Implementation Team (PIT) for consideration and recommendations to the SCCA Executive Council.   Additional community partners are being identified to work on these priorities: 
Legislative- Cigarette Tax  Renee Martin reneemartin@smokefreesc.org
· Cigarette tax increases failed to pass out of the House’s Ways and Means Committee

· Each year, we continue to make more progress on this issue.  SCTC has already begun strategizing for next year!  Here are some of our successes:
         * two cigarette tax bills passed out of subcommittee for the first time in years!
         * a cigarette tax amendment to an omnibus tax bill was tabled by a margin of only 8 votes                     
         * the cigarette tax issue has become the topic of debate in statewide and local campaigns. 
· SCCA members contacted their legislators to express support for significant increases in cigarette tax

Legislative- Colorectal Cancer  Nancy Cheney nancy.cheney@cancer.org
· Consulted and provided information to the Employee Insurance Plan (EIP) to secure support for adding colorectal cancer (CRC) screening to the SC State Health Plan

· Secured commitment from SC Medicaid program and the Medicaid Advisory Committee to review current CRC policies and seek to add screening; approved by advisory committee and awaiting determination from Washington (Center for Medicare/Medicaid Services), should hear by end of June.

Medicaid subcommittee, Breast & Cervical Cancer Treatment Services Awareness

Mary Lynn Donovan mlfdonovan@bellsouth.net  
This work group has been created to continue developing  strategies and outreach activites to increase awareness and use of the expanded Medicaid program that provides treatment for low income women with breast and cervical cancer. 

· SC Hospital Association contacted all business managers in hospital across state to advise them of expanded program, as well as article in June newsletter to all administrators.
Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P) cont.
· South Carolina Primary Health Care Association newsletter article on this service in July

· Efforts to identify SCCA members in each region to follow up with cancer care facilities

Clinical Trials Reimbursement work group –Peggy Anthony anthonml@musc.edu  
The Advocacy and Policy Clinical Trials work group continues to monitor patient protection for cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials. Currently, the South Carolina Alliance of Health Plans is considering a draft voluntary agreement to cover reimbursements for all standard of care services for cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials. This draft agreement was presented to SCAHP medical directors on June 7, 2006.

Other Legislative activities:

Breast Cancer Awareness License Plate (H4324) - The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue a special commemorative Breast Cancer Awareness motor vehicle license plate to establish a special fund for the purpose of expanding the services provided by the Best Chance Network.  Half of the fund will also help support the programs and services of the American Cancer Society.

Youth Access to Tobacco (S384) - 
· Increases penalties ($100-400) for businesses and employees that sell tobacco to children.  

· Imposes fines (up to $75), community service or smoking cessation classes for children caught with cigarettes 
· Outlaws tobacco vending machines in areas where minors are allowed, unless they can only be used by business owners or their employees. 


Appropriations (H4810) - The following items are included in the state budget: 

· $2 million for smoking prevention and cessation (our first state funding for this program in 3 years!) 

· $1 million for Breast Cancer Screening and Treatment (continued expansion of this program) 

· $4 million for Student Health and Fitness Act (funding for implementation of this Act) briefly explain

Other:

Smoking Prohibited in Restaurants (H3795) - This bill sought to amend the state's Clean Indoor Air Act of 1990 by adding restaurants, bars and recreational facilities (bowling alleys, game arcades, skating rinks, senior centers, etc.) to the list of public places where smoking is prohibited.  Despite the odds, we took several steps forward on this bill:
· passed out of subcommittee and committee (Judiciary, Jim Harrison (Chair) Richland, District 75)!
· was defeated by only 3 votes in the SC House (55-52 on 4-26-06)

Sullivan’s Island Goes Smoke Free for all public facilities including bars and restaurants!!
Early Detection Task Force (EDTF)

Dr. Stephanie Brundage, Chair 
Diane Klebanow, Vice Chair    

Marylou Stinson, Coordinator, (803) 351-5197, mlbstinson@yahoo.com
Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan  

Objective 1: Disseminate cancer screening guidelines and information through the SCCA 
 
        Cancer Education Guide presentations.
Objective 2: Identify evidence-based strategies that could contribute to greater standardization 
 
         of the practice of clinical breast examination.
Objective 3: Evaluate health care capacity in SC for colorectal cancer detection, including the availability of 
 
        FOBT, sigmoidoscopy and colonoscopy.  This assessment should include cost analysis of 
                    colorectal screening and geographic distribution of services.

Objective 4: Support dissemination of new information to provide the public and especially African American 
 
        males, with evolving science, technology, and guidelines for prostate cancer. (added for ’06-’07)
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup Diane Klebanow dmklebanow@aol.com
Early Detection of Cancers
The EDTF continues to work with the Prevention Task Force on the Cancer Education Guide project.   102 people have participated in the SCCA Cancer Education Guide facilitator training sessions that were held in Columbia (October 2005), Florence (Dec. 2005), Charleston (Feb. 2006), Allen University (Feb. 2006), Rock Hill (April 2006) and Beaufort (May 2006).  These regional facilitators are promoting the Cancer Education Guide presentations, meeting with local groups and informing community members about the SCCA.  Additional training events will be held by request in 2006.  Registration forms for the next training in Columbia are available in your packets today and the registration forms are also accessible on the SCCA website.  

Regional Cancer Education Guide Facilitator Training Events

· Columbia – SC DHEC Heritage Building – Monday, July 24, 2006 10am – 2:30pm

Provider Capacity & Professional Education Workgroup Donna Simmons donna.simmons@cancer.org
Early Detection/Breast Cancer

The workgroup has identified faculty throughout South Carolina who are responsible for Clinical Breast Exam instruction.  The workgroup has organized and facilitated a breakfast meeting prior to the July 2006 SCCA.  The goal of this meeting was to bring these individuals together to discuss the standardization of the practice of clinical breast examination in South Carolina and to engage them in SCCA activities.  

Early Detection/Colorectal Cancer

The SCCA website reconstruction is underway and being led by a local company, Cyberwoven.  The updated SCCA website will host a resource directory for colorectal cancer screening services in South Carolina.  Visitors will be able to click on their county and learn more about screening services in their community.  

The Provider Capacity and Professional Education Work Group sent the first mailing to providers across the state who offer colorectal cancer screening services.  Information will be collected about the screening services that they provide and the information will be included in the online resource directory.

Early Detection Task Force (EDTF) cont.
The Provider Capacity and Professional Education Work Group is developing a survey that will be sent to all of the gastroenterologists in the state as a follow up to the Survey of Endoscopic Capacity (SECAP) study.    


Early Detection/Prostate Cancer 

The Provider Capacity and Professional Education Work Group is collaborating with the South Carolina Academy of Family Practice.  The Academy conference planning committee is considering national speakers who are experts in prostate cancer for their 58th annual scientific assembly scheduled for November of 2006.

Patient Care Task Force (PCTF)

Dr. Anand Sharma, Chair 
   Henry Well, Vice-Chair
 

 Ian Hamilton, Coordinator (803) 799-3138 norian@earthlink.net 

Goal: Identify and reduce barriers to state of the art cancer care in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan  
Henry Well hwell@cancer.org
Objective 1: Re-establish cancer pain initiative efforts in SC (continue in 2006-2007)
Objective 2: Assess and address the magnitude of indigent cancer care (completed in 2006)
Objective 3: Provide education and awareness about cancer clinical trials (continue in 2006-2007)
South Carolina Pain Initiative (SCPI)* 

Tamra West twest@carolinasendoflifecare
SCPI is looking to fill the part-time staff position currently held by Maribeth Kowalski.  Maribeth has gone back to work full time and will be unable to continue as coordinator.  If you know of someone who may be interested in the position, please contact Tamra West at twest@carolinasendoflifecare ASAP.
The SCPI had a well attended strategic planning meeting on May 16, 2006.  Focus areas and goals were established in Professional Education, Public Awareness and Advocacy.  SCPI has a web page found at www.carolinasendoflifecare.org, click on State Pain Initiatives and select SC. If any SCCA members have related meetings or event they would like to see included on the website.  Please send information to Karen Robinson at krobinson@carolinasendoflifecare.org. 
SCPI has an informational brochure available which can be downloaded from the website and is also available by contacting Carmen Goulet at 803-791-4220 or cgoulet@carolinasendoflifecare.org SCPI has purchased two table top display banners, available for SCPI members, to use at conferences and meeting.   Contact Tamra West at twest@carolinasendoflifecare.org to reserve one of the banners.  
Clinical Trials* 
Tricia Bentz adraleta@musc.edu 
National patient recruitment resources have been researched. Some best practice information has been identified for material for a clinical trials patient recruitment communication plan. Efforts to build a cancer clinical trial network of research professionals have been initiated. There was a conference call of study coordinators and research professionals in June. Clinical Trials sites will be surveyed in July/August.
National Cancer Treatment Guidelines* 
Dr. Drew Monitto dmonitto@srhs.com
In order to educate primary care doctors about National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) guidelines, we plan to resubmit a proposal to the SCMA CME Committee for the 2007 Scientific Assembly for a brief presentation that will include information regarding the use of and benefit of and access to NCCN guidelines. 

The presentation was favorably previewed at the May 5th SCOS/SCCA meeting. 

Transportation* 
Chris Gibson cgibson@lexhealth.org
I attended 2 community meetings in Lexington County, still working to get the smaller communities behind a transportation plan using their existing resources as well as exploring some of the community grants available.  By approaching this problem in a more generic manner (all community residents that need transportation for medical treatment) I am hoping to alleviate the problem for the cancer patients.
Prevention Task Force (PTF)

Dianne Wilson, Chair 
   

Coordinator position currently vacant

Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing cancer among South Carolinians.

Cancer Plan  

Objective 1: Increase the number of smoke-free facilities in SC.
Objective 2: Develop collaborative relationships with statewide and local community and state entities with 
 
         similar missions and goals for physical activity and nutrition policies in South Carolina.
Objective 3: Obtain baseline data on cancer-related environmental outbreaks, and conduct an 
 
         awareness/educational campaign on environmental risk factors in selected areas.  
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup  Musette Hoefer pgfarm@bellsouth.net
Members of the PTF continue to work collaboratively with the Early Detection Task Force (EDTF) on the Cancer Education Guide project.  One hundred and two people have participated in the SCCA Cancer Education Guide facilitator training sessions that were held in Columbia (October 2005), Florence (December 2005), Charleston (February 2006), Allen University (February 2006), Rock Hill (April 2006) and Beaufort (May 2006).  These regional facilitators are promoting the Cancer Education Guide presentations, meeting with local groups and informing community members about the SCCA.  Additional training events will be held by request in 2006.  The registration form is available in your meeting packet and on the SCCA website. (Please see the Early Detection Task Force for more details). 

Physical Activity/Nutrition  Pansy Yates pansy.yates@tenethealth.com Susan Frost frosts@dhec.sc.gov
No update.
 

Tobacco Dianne Wilson cwilson298@aol.com
Smoke Free Columbia Campaign ran print ads in daily and weekly papers and on websites to promote the smoke free message.  

 
Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure  Dottye Wodogaza Dottye.Wodogaza@PalmettoHealth.org  Amy Steele AmyL.Steele@PalmettoHealth.org
No update.
Research Task Force (RTF)

James Hebert, ScD – Chair      Swann Adams, PhD - Vice-Chair


Coordinator position currently vacant
Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Cancer Plan Dr. John Ureda jureda@sc.rr.com  Dr. James Hebert jhebert@sc.edu
Objective 1: By June 2010, double the number of high-risk men who have made an informed decision on  
 
        whether to be screened for prostate cancer.
Objective 2: By June 2010, increase the proportion of informed, high risk men newly diagnosed with prostate 
 
         cancer at the localized stage compared to similar men diagnosed at regional or distant disease.
Tissue Bank Dr. Bill Butler william.butler@palmettohealth.org
There are 500 patients in inventory at Palmetto Health.  This bank is supported by community donations, and in-kind donations by the University of South Carolina and Palmetto Health.  The existence of this resource has enabled large multi-component grants, including the SPORE grant, to be submitted.  The bank is accessible to everyone in the state, even if not funded. This will require permissions from the relevant IRBs, a process which has improved over the past several years hand continues to be streamlined. The goal is to make this a collaborative effort, including epidemiologists, other basic scientists, clinicians, public health practitioners and policy-oriented individuals. The effort will help to funnel patients in; Dr. Buckhaults anticipates collecting 500 new samples a year.  

Prostate Cancer   Dr. John Ureda  jureda@sc.rr.com   
The subcommittee is meeting regularly and coordinating a statewide event with ETV for September 2007.  The group is working on developing a resource compendium from around the state to get volunteers and researchers informed about and interested in participating on projects the group will be doing.  Goal: Engage the community and develop basic and translational research capacity. Particular focus: Cancer-related health disparities in African Americans. Anyone wishing to join is to contact John Ureda.

Colorectal Cancer 
Dr. Keith Elder, USC
A Colorectal Cancer Subcommittee has been formed and will hold its first meeting Thursday, July 13, at the quarterly SCCA meeting.  The group will meet following the task force meetings.

Breast Cancer 

A subcommittee for breast cancer was discussed as a possibility for later; and certainly would be fast-tracked if any of the major initiatives in breast cancer, such as the SPORE, are funded.
Oral Cancer 

The Oral Cancer Advisory Group (OCAT – see below) is proposed to function as a de facto cancer subcommittee.  (NB: this was suggested at the OCAT Meeting in Charleston on Thursday 11 May 2006 and was endorsed by the membership).

Research Task Force (RTF) cont.

Research Recruitment 
Tricia Bentz reported about the efforts to identify the issues that hinder people from participating in clinical trials.  In collaboration with DHEC, the group has established a network of individuals who work on clinical trials to identify issues.  Other goals include establishing a communication plan to bring clinical trials to the community and establishing a statewide collaborative on clinical trials recruitment.  Tricia has been working with Ian Hamilton of the Patient Task Force to create a list of objectives and to gather coordinators of clinical trials across the state for feedback and networking.  This feedback could be used to identify initiatives to address recruitment. The need for solid statewide data was stressed.

One potential short-term effort for success was suggested by Dr. Terry Day.  It charged the task force and the SCCA with making a place on the website where family members and survivors can find all clinical trials (future and completed) throughout the state. Hospitals and clinics could post their trails here and this data should be updated monthly.   This issue was brought to, and endorsed by, the Coordinating Council later in the afternoon.
Survivor and Family Issues Task Force

Judith DeNoyior, Co-Chair           Delores Smith, Co-Chair



Jim Allen, Coordinator, (843) 661-4728, allenj@dhec.sc.gov
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Cancer Plan
Objective 1: Develop resource information for families and cancer survivors:  Lion in the House Project
Objective 2: Develop a network of patient navigators.

Objective 3: Develop a comprehensive cancer survivor resource database for SC.
Objective 4: Implement Quality of Life Programs for Survivors/Families.  
Lion in the House Project Anthony Coggiola Anthony.D.Coggiola@jci.com
The Lion Project Committee in collaboration with ETV and SCCA’s statewide partners successfully conducted nine (9) Community Screening Events for the the media event, A Lion in the House, that was broadcast nationwide on ETV on June 21-22.  These events were held in Anderson, Charleston, North Charleston, Columbia, Lexington, and McClellanville.  173 community leaders and cancer survivors attended six out of the nine events. This documentary describes the impact of childhood cancer on five families over a six year period.  The Committee is working on post-event planning that includes a televised follow-up to the documentary with a call-in opportunity for viewers in six months.  A media campaign that highlights SCCA resources and programs is being developed in coordination with the Communications Committee.  Wade Sellers with the TV Studio/Video Broadcasts Department of the Division of Communication Resources at DHEC is producing the Public Service Announcements (PSAs) for the project.  He scheduled video taping sessions with cancer experts at MUSC and the Greenville Hospital System.     

Patient Navigator* Diane Gluck gtwinleaf@charter.net and Deirdre Young ddyoung@lexhealth.org 
The Patient Navigator Committee completed a full application for a Community Planning Grant for the Lance Armstrong Foundation for a Community Planning Grant that was due May 1.  The purpose the grant is to develop plans for a statewide cancer patient navigator program.  If approved, the six month grant will begin September 1, 2006. 

Roper Saint Francis Cancer Center in Charleston approached the Patient Navigator Committee about partnering with the SCCA on a Duke Endowment Grant.  The grant proposal is due in January 2007.  We hope that some of the Committee’s objectives can be met through this grant.  

Cancer Resource Committee 
Simbonika Spencer, Simbonika.Spencer@cancer.org 
There was no activity from this Committee this quarter.  Lorene Godbold, MSW, Co-Chair, resigned from the Committee and Task Force in June.  She still plans to be active in SCCA, but because of her role change at McLeod Regional Medical Center she plans to join another task force.  
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*Members needed in this subcommittee / workgroup

