	SCCA Task Force Quarterly Report – October 11, 2007



Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P)

Mary Lynn Donovan, Chair, 
Vice Chair - Vacant
Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailya.walter@sccanceralliance.org 

Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Legislative Update:


Smoke Free 

Advocates had to rally support to defeat a tobacco industry supported bill that would have strengthened preemption and eliminated local control of smoke free places in SC.  Preemption prohibits local communities from having the ability to pass a smoke free local law (local control).  There remain many tobacco related bills still active in the SC General Assembly that could be either helpful or hurtful to our cause of reducing exposure to harmful secondhand smoke depending on the language contained within. E.g.  A true smoke free bill was changed to into a tobacco industry bill over the objection of the smoke free bill sponsor Rep. Todd Rutherford.  Smoke Free supporters will have to be aware of potentially harmful legislation. Rep. Jim Stewart (Aiken) supported local control.  Murrell Smith (Sumter) and Jim Harrison (Richland) supported tobacco industry language.
Cigarette Tax
· Cigarette tax - H.3567 has passed the House and is currently set for Special Order on the Senate calendar.  Debate will resume when the General Assembly reconvenes in January 2008.  Senator Joel Lourie is one of our champions. There are several other cigarette tax bills that seem unlikely to pass. 
($17,400 Cancer Plan Implementation 2006-2007 funds for targeted radio spots)

Colorectal Cancer Screening

· H.3570 introduced by Representative Gilda Cobb-Hunter would add colorectal cancer examinations and laboratory tests for this cancer to South Carolina Code Section 38-71-145(A), which requires all individual and group health insurance and health maintenance organization policies to include coverage for mammograms, annual pap tests and prostate cancer examinations.  Co-sponsors include:  Reps. Govan, Joe Neal, McLeod, Mitchell, Jennings, Bales, Brantley, Brown, Hardwick, Howard, Knight, Ott, T. Pitts, M. Pitts, Sellers, Spires, Harvin, Agnew and Stavrinakis.

· S.561 – Senate companion bill to H.3570 introduced by Senator David Thomas.  Co-sponsors include:  Senators John Hawkins, John Drummond, Kent Williams, Jake Knotts and Joel Lourie.

Related Appropriations in 2007-2008 SC Budget

· $2 million for the DHEC Comprehensive Youth Tobacco Program & Cessation 
· $500,000 for the Hollings Cancer Center under MUSC

· $450,000 for equipment for the Charleston Breast Center under MUSC

Other Issues of Interest:

 

-The SCCA Advocacy & Policy Task force along with the CRC Work Group continue to monitor and work issues related to increasing CRC screening services to include participating in meetings with Blue Cross/Blue Shield of SC

($2,700 Cancer Plan implementation 2006-2007 used for Education Briefing and materials)

 

- Smoke free ordinance goes into effect in Charleston on July 23 with Mt. Pleasant to follow October 11, bringing the number of smoke communities in SC to 11.  SCCA funds were provided to assist in the production and distribution of print and AV materials targeting bare and restaurant workers. 
($5,000 cancer implementation 2007-2008 funds to be used)
 

-Four members of SCCA participated in the National Patient Advocate Foundation's Patient Congress in Washington, DC in late June, with focus on educating and informing Congressmen and staff on issues related to increasing access to health services. (Diane Gluck, Gailya Walter, Alice Pickering, and Julie Houston)

 

-SCCA staff and members participated in the National Health Disparities Conference in Charleston with intent to incorporate findings and information for the Oct 2007 SCCA meeting.

-SCCA members and staff participated in the Susan G. Komen’s for the Cure call for action luncheon in Columbia with growing interest in working together on this common interest of state funding for additional low income women to be screened for breast and cervical cancer.

-The proposed SCCA 2008 Cancer Policy Legislative Agenda has been developed and reviewed by A&P TF members. This Legislative agenda will be presented to the SCCA Coordinating Council for approval at the October 11, 2008 Quarterly meeting.  The Legislative subcommittee has developed  one page issue papers for each of the proposed legislative/policy issues.

-A&P TF Cancer Plan Implementation work group is developing ideas and projects for cancer plan implementation proposals for 2008-2009 cycle 

-Over 60 SCCA members participated in a state-wide Dialogue for Action (DFA) conference in August 2007; the recommendations and findings from this DFA will inform the CRC Action Plan to be developed and implemented by the SCCA CRC Work Group in coordination with all Task Forces. ($30,000 Cancer Plan Implementation 2007-2008 funds to be used)

-Continued efforts to work with insurance industry and legislators to remove financial barriers (perceived and real) related to standard of care (SOC) routine services for cancer patients enrolling in clinical trials in SC.   
Early Detection Task Force (EDTF)
Chair - Vacant

Katora Campbell, RN, Vice Chair   

Marylou Stinson, MSW, MPH Coordinator, (803) 351-5197, Marylou.Stinson@sccanceralliance.org 
Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Cancer Education Guide Workgroup
 April James, MPH, Coordinator, (803) 479-4317 or april.james@sccanceralliance.org 
The Cancer Education Guide Work Group has just completed a revision and update of the Cancer Education Guide presentation, facilitators script and notebook documents.  The following training dates have been established for Cancer Education Guide Facilitator regional training events:

· Orangeburg
October 20, 2007
· Summerville
October 27, 2007
· Anderson
November 3, 2007
The SCCA Cancer Education Guide partnership with the Midlands Partnership Parish Nurses Program was featured in the Spring 2007 Grace Magazine.  

The SCCA exhibited at the Black Expo May 17-19, 2007 in Columbia. This event is a family-oriented event that exposes the community to business opportunities and cultural resources such as the cancer education guide. Black Expo is the largest event of its kind directly targeting the African-American community. There were over 25,000 people in attendance and 100 signed up as being interested in hosting a cancer education guide presentation.
The SCCA collaborated with The Black Tie Network to host a networking event on July 23, 2007. The Black Tie Network is an association of networking associations and business professionals targeting African Americans.  Dr. Frank Berger was invited on behalf of the SCCA as the keynote speaker to address colorectal cancer prevention at this meeting. 

The National Conference on Health Disparities held in July 19 – 21, 2007 was a very unique conference that offered more partnership opportunities for the SCCA. During this conference, SCCA representatives were able to work with partners on improving the cancer education guide and possibly adding additional modules to the cancer education guide.

The Commission for Minority Affairs hosted a Latino Conference in August, 2007. The South Carolina Commission for Minority Affairs was created to provide the citizenry with a single point of contact for information regarding the State's minority population. Through this venue, we were able to secure resources for upcoming Spanish trainings. We were also able to talk to partners about helping to revise the Spanish Cancer Education Guide so that it is culturally relevant.
All SCCA members are urged to take advantage of this rich resource, and to make the opportunities known to their communities! If you would like to register for an upcoming training, please review the dates and locations. If you have any questions, please call April James, Cancer Education Guide Coordinator, at (803) 479-4317.

Provider Capacity & Professional Education Workgroup – 

Priority Objectives 2-4 
Donna Simmons APRN, BC (803) 750-1693  or donna.simmons@cancer.org  
To best serve the evolving organization of SCCA, the need to revisit the position and functions of the Provider Capacity and Professional Education (PCPE) workgroup of the Early Detection Task Force (EDTF), has been identified by its members. 

Currently three major cancer specific workgroups function under the SCCA.  Each workgroup:  Breast and Female Cancers Work Group (incorporated with TEAM-UP), Colorectal Cancer and Prostate Cancer have a specific cancer focus and function to carry out specific objectives for each cancer addressed in the SC Cancer Plan.  

   

The EDTF PCE subcommittee now maintains GENERAL OVERSIGHT of planning and activities related to improvement of referrals for any cancer type for which nationally recognized screening guidelines have been included in the SC Cancer Plan. However, a need has been identified by the PCPE regular members to reorganize PCPE functions to better meet the specialized needs now (or in the future) of any cancer-specific workgroup that organizes to address EDTF objectives.

The PCPE subcommittee proposes the following change…
Organize a SEPARATE PCPE sub-committee or have a PCPE standing agenda item identified for each individual CANCER-SPECIFIC WORKGROUP.  The purpose of each workgroup will be to address PCPE issues as they relate to objectives defined in the SC Cancer Plan for each specific cancer diagnosis.  
If by October 10, 2007 no further discussion or objection to implementing the new proposal for PCPE workgroup structure is indicated by reply to this e-mail, the change will be implemented and the membership so informed during the Early Detection Task Force meeting on October 11, 2007. 

Breast and Female Cancer Work Group Debbie Bryant RN, MSN, (843) 792-9072 , bryantdc@musc.edu 

The Breast and Female Cancer Work Group was organizd in April, 2007.  The Work Group has been meeting once a month to define the goals and purpose of this group.  Two subcommittees have been established for this work group: the Community Education Subcommittee, Co-Chaired by Vonda Evans and Laura Kujawski and the Policy Issues Subcommittee, Chaired by Dr. Heather Brandt.  Future meetings will be held on Monday, October 22, 2007 and Monday, November 26, 2007.  To learn more about this group and how to get involved contact Marylou Stinson, EDTF Coordinator. 

Patient Care Task Force 
Dr. Anand Sharma, Chair 
   
Henry Well, Vice-Chair
 

 Ian Hamilton, MSW, Coordinator (803) 799-3138   Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     

Goal: Identify and reduce barriers to state of the art cancer care in South Carolina.

Cancer Plan  







Henry Well, hwell@cancer.org 
Objective 1: Re-establish cancer pain initiative efforts in SC (continue in 2006-2007)

Objective 2: Educate primary care doctors about National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) guidelines
South Carolina Pain Initiative (SCPI)* 

Shannon Johnson, sjohnson@carolinasendoflifecare.org    
· SCPI obtained Governor's Proclamation declaring September as Pain Awareness Month in SC.  Press releases regarding SCPI, PA Month and Survey results sent to media contacts for all major newspapers in SC.  The Pain Congress was held in Charlotte on September 27,28. SCPI assisted in the implementation of the conference.

· SCPI membership has increased from 64 to over 250 members in the last year. 

· Commissioned a study which was conducted by the USC Institute of Public Affairs in May 2007. The study results regarding the public's pain incidence, quality of life factors, barriers to pain management have been released. Results can be viewed on the SCPI website www.carolinasendoflifecare.org/scpi
· SCPI was awarded $10,000 by the ASPI/LAF to produce a patient education video. Project APPROACH (Awareness of Patient Pain and Rights for Optimal Assessment and Communication in Hospitals) is a partnership with MUSC and SCHA. Scripting and casting are in process.
· Funding request for $8,000 was submitted to Verizon for Web-based Training Program for Pharmacy Professionals, a partnership with the SCPHA
Clinical Trials







Tricia Bentz, adraleta@musc.edu  
· National patient recruitment resources have been researched. A number of existing materials have been research as sponsored through national groups such as the National Cancer Institute, the American Cancer Society, and the Center for Information and Study on Clinical Research Participation. 

· Other Cancer Consortiums and clinical research organizations have been researched regarding activities to build cancer clinical trials awareness. Some best practice information has been identified for material for a clinical trials patient recruitment communication plan.

· Efforts to build a cancer clinical trial network of research professionals have been initiated. HCC Network sites have been visited and face to face conversations about the goals for patient recruitment have been completed to rally involvement and participation. Sites included Georgetown Hospital System, Carolina Regional Cancer Center, South Carolina Oncology Associates, Palmetto Health and Lexington Medical Center.

· Sites which are not involved in the HCC Network have been contacted. A combination of phone calls and emails has been used to reach out to research groups at a number of cancer facilities. Sites included Roper St. Francis in Charleston, Self Medical Center in Greenwood, McLeod Health (Florence) and Greenville Medical Center and their Cancer of the Carolinas research groups.

· A conference call was coordinated with SCCA. There was increased involvement of study coordinators and research professionals across the state. (See attached minutes)

· A data collection tool for gathering clinical trial participation and enrollment information was reviewed by the group. Based on group feedback, revisions were made to the data collection tool.

· The data collection tool developed by the workgroup was distributed via email to the clinical trial offices identified last year. A follow-up calls were completed. 

· Phone calls were made to clinical trial offices regarding information barriers to clinical trial enrollment. Information about patient education and other clinical trials awareness activities were also discussed during the phone calls. 

· A summary of the information gained from the phone calls was compiled in a word document.

· A survey of the clinical trial awareness materials was completed and a summary of the findings was completed in a PowerPoint presentation.

· Clinical trial offices attended a session during the May 11th SCCA meeting in which the workgroup was discussed.

· Three versions of clinical trials awareness presentations were drafted.


1.) A long-version presentation covers the basics of clinical trials research


2.) A short-version presentation covers an overview and basic definitions


3.) A short-version presentation covers the risks and benefits of clinical trial participation and why they 
 
     are important especially in South Carolina.

· A communication plan was written to outlining information gained and suggestions for future initiatives.

National Cancer Treatment Guidelines* 


Dr. Drew Monitto, dmonitto@srhs.com 
No update.
Transportation* 






      Chris Gibson, cgibson@lexhealth.org 
Batesburg/Leesville Transportation Project

After building community support, securing endorsement from city council and the Attorney General, planning routes and drivers to run 5 days a week, the "too big, too expensive, too much".  we are now back working with a newly formed committee of churches, on finding an affordable way to provide transportation to those patients who need it, and are trying to come up with a "neighbor helping neighbor" program which would involve quite simply, those than can drive, driving those who can't.  When get this going, we will have a model to build on for other communities. An intern is working on a statewide reference list of transportation resources.
Prevention Task Force 
Dianne Wilson, Chair 
Suzanne Henson, Vice Chair
   

Ian Hamilton, MSW, Coordinator (803) 799-3138, Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing cancer among South Carolinians.

Cancer Plan  

Objective 1: Increase the number of smoke-free facilities in SC.

Objective 2: Develop collaborative relationships with statewide and local community and state entities with 
 
         similar missions and goals for physical activity and nutrition policies in SC.
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup  



Musette Hoefer, pgfarm@bellsouth.net 
See Early Detection Task Force update
Physical Activity/Nutrition Pansy Yates, pansy.yates@tenethealth.com  Susan Frost, frosts@dhec.sc.gov 
Five Families Eating Smart and Moving More educational tool kits were purchased.  A facilitator orientation will be held following the SCCA general meeting on October 11.  Participants will be trained in the use of the kit, check -out, evaluation and follow-up procedures. The five kits will be housed along with the Cancer Education Guides in Charleston, Beaufort, Columbia, Greenville, and Florence.
Tobacco 







Dianne Wilson, cwilson298@aol.com 
The city of Charleston began to enforce its smoke free workplace ordinance on July 23rd.  The SCCA was instrumental in funding a promotional media campaign in support of ordinance enforcement implementation awareness  !!!CHANGE IN STRATEGY!!!   The subcommittee will now recommend pursuing the passage of local smoke free workplace ordinances as opposed to a statewide law. Given the effort by some SC lawmakers to work against local control and in favor of tobacco industry supported preemption, smoke free advocates now believe the most effective strategy to increase smoke free facilities in SC is to support local smoke free campaigns. Also see the Advocacy & Policy TF update 
Tobacco Cessation






Katy Wynne, Wynnekl@dhec.sc.gov
No update as of 9-28-07
Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure  Dottye Wodogaza, Dottye.Wodogaza@PalmettoHealth.org   
No Sun Safety activities since the May 3 Special Olympics event in Columbia.  The Special Olympics fall event is November 3 in Anderson. 
Research Task Force 
James Hebert, ScD, Chair      Swann Adams, PhD, Vice-Chair


Shannon Payne, Coordinator (803) 238-7572   Shannon.Payne@sccanceralliance.org
Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Cancer Plan 


Dr. John Ureda, jureda@sc.rr.com   Dr. James Hebert, jhebert@sc.edu 
Objective 1: By June 2010, double the number of high-risk men who have made an informed decision on  
 
        whether to be screened for prostate cancer.
Objective 2: By June 2010, increase the proportion of informed, high risk men newly diagnosed with prostate 
 
         cancer at the localized stage compared to similar men diagnosed at regional or distant disease.
Community Grant Writing Workshops
30 participants attended two RTF sponsored grant-writing workshops for SCCA members and partner organizations that.  The workshops, held on June 25 and July 19, were facilitated by Erika Burroughs and Laura Peck, from the Prevention Research Center at USC’s Arnold School of Public Health and provided a review of the skills needed to complete a basic grant application.  Grant writing resources and opportunities for funding will were shared with participants.  

Mammography Registry




Dr. Swann Adams, adamss@sc.edu
The mammography registry is a project that has been in the wings for some time, but has not been able to gain funding to move forward.  Task Force members, specifically Swann Adams, will be addressing this issue aggressively in the near future and moving forward with initiatives to bring this project to fruition.  

Colorectal Cancer Work Group 



Dr. Frank Berger, berger@sc.edu

Lunch & Learn Series Regional Sessions 
Collaboration with the State Health Plan Prevention Partners & The Susan Cohan Kasdas Colon Cancer Foundation

The Center for Colon Cancer Research at USC, the SCCA and the South Carolina Gastroenterology Association has collaborated with the State Health Plan Prevention Partners program.  The mission of the State Health Plan Prevention Partners is to provide activities, programs and services that encourage health promotion, disease prevention and early detection of disease in SC’s state agencies, public schools, and local subdivisions.  

Regional colorectal cancer awareness lunch and learn sessions are planned throughout SC.  The focus of the lunch and learn sessions is to increase awareness among state employees about the prevention of colorectal cancer and to encourage state employees to take advantage of the new colorectal cancer screening benefit included in the state health plan (effective 1.1.2007).  The first session was June 13, 2007 and was held in Columbia.   A standard presentation and evaluation tool will be developed for all four lunch and learn sessions.  The Susan Cohan Kasdas Colon Cancer foundation (www.coloncancerfoundation.org) has committed to sponsoring the lunch for all of the regional sessions for state employees.  Sessions also are being held in Spartanburg/Anderson, Charleston and Florence.   The SCCA also just received $2,500 in funding from the SCMA Foundation and that will fund the additional lunch and learn sessions.

Prostate Cancer Workgroup





Dr. John Ureda, jureda@sc.rr.com


The Prostate Cancer Workgroup has been inactive for a few years.  It was reestablished in July with an initial reorganization meeting.  The workgroup is focusing on goals, missions, and purpose through the remainder of the year.  These definitions will provide the workgroup with direction.  

In August, Dr. Ureda presented at an educational summit in the upstate hosted by local Us TOO chapter.  

Breast and Female Cancers Workgroup      Marylou Stinson marylou.stinson@sccanceralliance.org
The Breast and Female Cancers Workgroup organized in April 2007.  This workgroup focuses on female cancers and has an already strong membership which has divided into two subcommittees to more closely focus on specific areas of interest within the workgroup.  

Survivor and Family Task Force

Diane Gluck, Chair           DeeAnn Jones, Vice Chair

Jim Allen, Coordinator, (843) 413-6434, allenj@dhec.sc.gov 
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help   connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Cancer Plan

Objective 1: Develop and promote resource information for families and cancer survivors.
Objective 2: Develop a network of patient navigators.

Objective 3: Develop a comprehensive cancer survivor resource database for SC.

Objective 4: Implement Quality of Life Programs for Survivors/Families.  
Patient Navigator Committee 


Debbie Bryant, RN bryantdc@musc.edu  Chair

Dr. Beth Calhoun, a professor and researcher at the University of Illinois at Chicago, was invited to present a workshop to the Patient Navigator Committee on June 20 on a successful patient navigator program that she had developed in Chicago through a Patient Navigator Research Grant from the National Cancer Institute.  It targeted patients with prostate, colorectal, breast and cervical cancers.  The navigators, both professional and lay, were employed by federally qualified health centers and a Veterans Hospital.  Also, she is responsible for developing a national patient navigator training program.  Following the informative presentation, the Task Force Chairperson and the Committee authorized a consulting contract with her for fiscal year 2008 to help develop a patient navigator network in South Carolina with an emphasis on training.  Several members of the Committee were selected this year to attend the Management Academy at the School of Public Health at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  As a part of this course, the group will write a business plan for the development of a Patient Navigator Network in South Carolina.  Members of this group represent the Best Chance Network at DHEC, American Cancer Society, and the Hollings Cancer Center. This group will work closely with Dr. Calhoun in the development of their project.  

A Survivor and Family Issues Task Force Meeting was held in Columbia on July 25, 2007.  Reports were given by each of the Committee and Work Groups.
Promotion Committee 



Anthony Coggiola TCogg@c3lassociates.com  Chair 

SC Pediatric Cancer Family Resource Guide Work Group
With the help of a contracted college student and later a consultant, the SC Pediatric Cancer Family Resource Guide was developed.  At the July 25 meeting, Anthony Coggiola and Kimberly Hoke, the consultant, demonstrated to the group how the guide was developed and how it could be used.  The design of the guide was very user friendly and should be helpful to families and providers in identifying resources by region for children with cancer.  The Guide will be reviewed by a focus group of providers and consumers before it is published.  A training and distribution plan for the Guides will be implemented in the next couple of months.   Using the same design and format for an Adult Guide was discussed.  Plans are also being developed to design an electronic version of the Guide for the SCCA web site. 

Adult Cancer Resource Committee Dixie Slitchter dlslichter@bmhsc.org and Peggy Hitchcox, phitchcox@bmhsc.org  Co-Chairs

Ms. Dixie Slichter and Ms. Peggy Hitchcox, Co-Chairs, shared a comprehensive adult cancer resource guide that they had developed for the Beaufort Memorial Hospital as an example of what could be developed statewide.  There was discussion about how adopting the design and format of the Pediatric Cancer Guide could be used with the adult guide.    

Survivorship Conference Planning Committee DeeAnn Jones deeannjones@bellsouth.net  and Susan Harrison Harrison@greaterstluke.com  Co-Chairs

DeeAnn Jones and the SCCA Survivorship Conference Committee met several times this summer and has set the dates of the Survivorship Conference for March 14-16, 2008.  It will be held at the Marriott Hotel in downtown Columbia.  She reports that the Committee is seeking sponsors and exhibits to help off-set some of the costs of the conference.  The Committee is still contacting speakers for the event.  This Committee has twelve committed members.  This conference will be the first statewide conference sponsored by the SC Cancer Alliance.   
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*Members needed in this subcommittee / workgroup

