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Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P)

Mary Lynn Donovan, Chair 
Peggy Anthony, Vice Chair 
Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailya.walter@sccanceralliance.org 

Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Cancer Plan Funding

The Cigarette Tax Campaign was awarded $20,000 for FY09.  Because of multiple budget cuts, the entire amount was eliminated.
Review of the 2009 Cancer Policy & Legislative Issues
1. A cigarette tax increase to at least $1.00 per pack

The House Ways and Means Budget and Finance Subcommittee voted H.3584, the Speaker’s cigarette tax bill out favorably on March 24, and the full Ways and Means Committee passed the bill out of Committee with a voice vote on Thursday March 26, 2009.  An amendment offered by House Minority Leader Harry Ott was adopted that requires the Department of Health and Human Services to apply for a needed waiver within 90 days of passage.  The House began full debate on April 2 with passage out of the House the same day.  This bill provides $5 million for youth tobacco prevention and cessation and increases access to health insurance for small businesses and uninsured workers through premium tax credits. SCCA and our partners support a portion of the revenue to be used for youth prevention and cessation with support for health services. Action Alerts are going out at least weekly to engage SCCA advocates in communicating with their legislators regarding importance of a significant cigarette tax increase. MORE TO COME IF the BILL PASSES the SENATE and goes to the GOVERNOR.
2. Secure at least $3.7 million recurring funding for the state colorectal cancer screening program for low income uninsured persons.

The Governor Sanford’s budget asked for $1 million for next year’s budget. The SC House proposed budget includes $1 million (nonrecurring) with the Senate Finance Committee also including $1 million for CRC (April 16).  The US Congress is considering a bill that would provide resources for CRC screening and treatment.  SC DHEC is applying for funds from CDC for expanding screening activities through SCOPE SC. 
3. Secure at least $2 million recurring state funding for the expansion of breast and cervical cancer screening by the Best Chance Network (BCN)

The SC House of Representatives’ budget includes $2 million non-recurring funds for BCN as does the Senate Finance Committee budget.  Working with our lobbyist, SCCA is advocating for securing state funds for BCN to continue providing expanded screening services. Option 3 treatment services were restored by SC Medicaid in late February 2009.  BCN Advocacy & Awareness Work Group is working to increase awareness and document the effectiveness of BCN and advocate for future state funding.
  
4. Secure at least $5 million recurring state funding for youth tobacco prevention and cessation. 

The current cigarette tax bill under consideration, H3584, provides $5 million for youth tobacco prevention and cessation.  There are no funds proposed in the Governor’s or House’s budget for youth prevention and cessation at this time.  On April 16, the Senate Finance Committee included $ 2 million for youth prevention in their proposed budget going to the full Senate. SCCA is working with partners to educate and inform legislators of the opportunity to invest in prevention of youth addiction.
Other Activities:

· SCCA and partners are monitoring legislative activities related to any statewide clean indoor air bill or amendments with state preemption with intent to prevent any bills from being enacted during the 2009 session.  Much success has been seen in passing local ordinances in 26 communities around the state. Efforts around the state to pass comprehensive local ordinances are underway and SCCA members are engaged on this issue. See Prevention Task Force report for more details. We will continue to monitor all relevant state-level bills to keep “pre-emptive” language from being added.
· SCCA Legislative Educational Breakfast briefing was held on February 26 with more than 120 legislators and senior staff attending.  The purpose of this briefing was to thank legislators for past support and educate them on the effectiveness of cancer prevention and early detection efforts. Personal stories from survivors were effectively used to bring the message home. This briefing provided a great opportunity to educate legislators about the SCCA and our efforts.

· On January 22, Mary Lynn Donovan, Chair, SCCA Advocacy & Policy Task Force, testified before House Ways & Means subcommittee at the DHEC budget hearing on behalf of cancer prevention and early detection.  This statement was made on behalf of SCCA and its partners, American Cancer Society and Susan G. Komen for the Cure.

· SCCA advocates educated the members of the SC Women’s Legislative Caucus on the BCN, SCOPE SC and youth prevention efforts and participated in their Annual Luncheon honoring former first ladies.

· Advocates participated in a luncheon hosted by the SC Gastroenterology Association for members of the Senate Finance Committee on March 4.

· Representatives of the A&P TF participated in the Pain Initiative Summit on February 26.

· SCCA members participated in the Kick Butts Day press conference and rally at the state house on March 25. 

Early Detection Task Force (EDTF)
Debbie Bryant, RN, MSN, Chair 

Katora Campbell, RN, MSN, MPH, Vice Chair   

Shannon Johnson, MSW, MPH Coordinator, (843) 416-8623, Shannon.Johnson@sccanceralliance.org 
Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Breast and Female Cancers Workgroup

Cervical Cancer Subcommittee Chairs Heather Brandt hbrandt@sc.edu Sharon Bond bondsm@musc.edu


For more information about the working teams Health Care Provider Education, Public Health Education/Communication or Access to Care/Advocacy & Policy, please contact Shannon Johnson Shannon.johnson@sccanceralliance.org 

Community Education Subcommittee Chairs Vonda Evans Vonda.evans@cancer.org and 
Laura Kujawski kujaw001@mc.duke.edu 
The Witness Project

A train the trainer session for current Witness Lay Health Advisors was held on February 21, 2009 at the Greenville County Library in Greenville, SC.  The Witnesses led the train the trainer program this past Saturday, April 18th in Greenwood. 14 Lay Health Advisors and 2 Role Models were trained. The community outreach programs will be scheduled soon. 
The Witness Project in SC is working with the YWA and other community organizations including Greenwood Healthy Start to help implement the project.  We are targeting African American women with culturally appropriate messages in this community to disseminate cervical cancer education and screening information.    

The subcommittee received a grant from the Lowcountry Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure for $47,976 to expand the Witness Project to Allendale, Bamberg, and Orangeburg Counties.

Mammography Registry
 Swann Adams adamss@mailbox.sc.edu Heather Brandt hbrandt@sc.edu


Update forthcoming.
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup Chairs Katora Campbell katora.campbell@palmettohealth.org and Sonya Younger youngessm@dhec.sc.gov 

Three Cancer Education Guide Facilitator trainings have been scheduled:

· May 9th Columbia 
   (Palmetto Health Baptist, E.O.B. Building, 1501 Sumter St.)               
· May 30th Orangeburg 
   (South Carolina State University, K. W. Green Student Center)
· June 13th Johns Island  (Johns Island Rural Housing Community Center, 3624 Maybank Highway)

To register contact Jim Etheredge  etherjam@musc.edu
The next meeting (via conference call) of the Cancer Education Guide Workgroup is May 5th at 10:30.  For more information contact Shannon Johnson Shannon.johnson@sccanceralliance.org
Spanish Cancer Education Guide 


Anna Walton at waltonal@mailbox.sc.edu

As of April 1, 2009, there have been 3 Promotora trainings and 18 community sessions in the Midlands with a total of 167 participants. During the promotoras’ sessions, they are expected to refer each participant to an appropriate cancer screening.  A total of 165 women were referred for cancer screening services. Two women were not referred because they returned to their home country.
After each session, the promotoras are expected to follow up with each participant to record whether the participant has made an appointment for an appropriate cancer screening service and whether the participant has gone to the appointment.  The promotoras are currently in different phases of conducting follow-up. The project is tracking rates of participants seeking screening services following promotora-led sessions of the Spanish-Language Cancer Education Guide.
A total of 28 women have already received screening services for either breast or cervical cancer. Due to various factors such as moving, miscommunication with the medical office, inclement weather, or work-scheduling conflicts, seven women who had originally made an appointment were not screened. To date, 32 women have made appointments for breast or cervical cancer screening services within the coming year. 

_______________________________________________
 CRC Workgroup  







Dr. Frank Berger, Chair
Laura Shull, Coordinator, Laura.Shull@sccanceralliance.org
Funded $19,000 by SCCA. 

CRC Screening Subcommittee







Dr. Jim Burch

SCOPE SC (Screening Colonoscopies on People Everywhere in South Carolina), the $1 million state funded screening program in four Federally Qualified Health Centers over a one year period for citizens who are uninsured continued to screen those qualified in the first quarter of 2009. To date, 258 preauthorizations have been issued for the four pilot sites. The centers participating in the screening program are located in Columbia, Greenville, Conway and Orangeburg. 

Preliminary work is being done in an effort to renew the SCOPE SC program. This includes collaboration between this subcommittee and the Advocacy & Policy Task Force, DHEC, and The SC Gastroenterology Association. The expansion of FQHC sites for year 2 of SCOPE SC is being thoughtfully considered. The funding for year one of SCOPE SC is nonrecurring. The governor included $1 million allocation in the budget and that budget passed in the House of Representatives this quarter. In addition, DHEC is submitting a grant proposal to CDC for additional funding. The amount of funding would be $1 million a year for five years if it is awarded.

The BCBS screening program continued to screen patients in Anderson, Abbeville, Greenwood and Laurens. 

Dr. Brandt developed the COBRE Pilot Project/Survey and distributed the draft survey to the group for review. This will be the first time that such a comprehensive survey of colorectal cancer knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, behavior and intention will be conducted in our state.

The Duke Endowment for community based CRC navigation has been funded. The amount is $600,000 for three years. Preliminary work is being done to develop the program. 


CRC Messaging Subcommittee






Anjelica Q. Davis, MPPA
Statewide Billboard Campaign - 2009 March Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month

The CRC Work Group with partners including the Center for Colon Cancer Research at the University of South Carolina, the South Carolina Gastroenterology Association, DHEC, the American Cancer Society and others collaborated on a colorectal cancer awareness campaign during March 2009. The “March Madness” campaign recruited Citadel, Claflin, Clemson, Wofford, USC and five upstate high school head basketball coaches to be represented on the billboards. The message: “Get Screened at age 50 for colon cancer. Stay in the Game” was featured on the boards along with the 800 number for ACS.  The CRC Work Group supported 40 billboards and DHEC Region 3 supported 53 additional boards and DHEC Spartanburg supported 40 billboards. The SC Outdoor Advertising Association also provided time on digital billboards throughout the Columbia community as an in-kind donation to support our efforts.  A final tally of the number of billboards will be reported in April.  An upstate billboard example featuring Clemson Coach Oliver Purnell:
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In addition, rallies for colon cancer awareness were held at the Citadel, Wofford and Claflin home basketball games where information about colon cancer was distributed and buddy bracelets were given out. A jpeg of the billboards were sent to Clemson, USC and Wofford to be shown on their jumbo trons during basketball games. An editorial about colon cancer was submitted under the by-line of Coach Darrin Horn to The State newspaper. The newspaper plans to run this in April.

Dr. Frank Berger (chair of the CRC Work Group), Dr. March Seabrook, M.D. and Ros Squirewell (colon cancer survivor) appeared on the WIS-TV show “Awareness” in Columbia which aired March 29th to talk about the importance of colon cancer screening and awareness.

Colon Cancer Ball

The third annual Colon Cancer Awareness Ball was held in Spartanburg on March 7th. Over 350 people attended and $70,000 was raised. The money raised will be invested in a mini-grant program for the development of colorectal cancer screening and awareness initiatives across the state. 
Colon Cancer Walk

The Colon Cancer Walk was held on a rainy Saturday March 14th at Riverfront Park. Despite weather conditions, nearly 50 people did come to walk and raise awareness about colorectal cancer.
Promotional Items

The CRC Work Group had neckties, bowties and scarves produced with the colon cancer “star” as the fabric pattern. These promotional items are currently for sale via the SCCA website and the money used in this fundraiser will be used for colon cancer screening and awareness initiatives. Each item costs $25 and $5 for shipping. A total of $840 has been raised to date.
SCOPE SC Marketing

A post card with information about the SCOPE SC project was developed and printed. Distribution of the card took place via conferences, site centers and churches.
Patient Care Task Force 
Henry Well, Chair, 


Chris Gibson, Vice-Chair, 

Alan Waln, Coordinator (803) 356-7583; alan.waln@sccanceralliance.org
Goal: Identify and reduce barriers to state of the art cancer care in South Carolina.

Survivor & Family Issues Task Force Collaboration

Efforts to increase collaboration between the Patient Care and the Survivor and Family Issues Task Forces continue. SCCA funding proposals submitted included collaborative efforts between the two groups.  A one hour joint session with members of both task forces was held at the January 30 member meeting.  A joint task force calendar is being developed for the SCCA website. Both task forces will meet together at the April 24 member meeting to discuss opportunities for collaboration. 
Pain Management Subcommittee

A funding proposal was submitted to the SCCA, to continue support for the SC Pain Initiative (SCPI). Task force staff participated in an SCPI Stakeholders Meeting in February, to set priorities for the coming year. A summary of SCPI activities is provided below. 
South Carolina Pain Initiative (SCPI)* 

Shannon Johnson, sjohnson@carolinasendoflifecare.org; www.carolinasendoflifecare.org/SCPI
Patient Education Video (Public Awareness, Professional Education) 

The goal of the video is to provide adult patients and their families an easily accessible, understandable and standardized pain management educational video and resource materials to enhance patient outcomes, satisfaction and quality of life. Professional Education pain modules will also be a part of the video package.  Partners in this project include The Carolinas Center, MUSC, and the SC Hospital Association. Marketing plans are being finalized.
 

ACS/SCPI Regional Pain Forums (Professional Education, Public Awareness, Advocacy/Policy)

SCPI hosted a Stakeholders Meeting on February 26th from 12-3 at The Capital City Club in Columbia. A strategic plan was developed in the focus areas of Professional Education, Public Awareness and Advocacy /Policy.  Recommendations included developing a public awareness plan, sponsoring Pain Resource Nurse Trainer courses statewide, and distributing the CME booklet Responsible Opioid Prescribing.  The Chairs of each focus group will meet in April to move forward on recommendations from the meeting.

Hope Lodge Pain Presentations (Public Awareness) 
Patient education presentations for pain management continue to be held quarterly at the Downtown Charleston Hope Lodge. Tamara Bowman, RN, MUSC Pain and Palliative Care, will facilitate the next session on April 21st at 4 p.m.  The sessions are free and open to cancer patients, their families and caregivers.  Approximately 10 patients and family members attend each session. To RSVP contact Hope Lodge Manager Sundi Herring sundi.herring@cancer.org
Transportation Subcommittee

This committee continues to meet regularly and is working to address a cancer plan objective: “identify and promote transportation resources in South Carolina”.  Transportation contacts are being recruited in all ACOS hospital based cancer centers in South Carolina. Radiation facilities will be targeted next. A set of survey questions are being developed, to capture transportation information from recruited contacts. Once data is captured, a conference call with state contacts will be held to begin to dialogue around transportation solutions. 

A transportation funding proposal was submitted to the SCCA by the Cancer Association of Anderson. The proposal seeks support for transportation services for Anderson County cancer patients. 
Palliative Care Subcommittee

An SCCA funding proposal was submitted, to support a palliative care educational event, scheduled for December 4 in Columbia. Efforts are underway to partner with the South Carolina Hospital Association (SCHA) on the establishment of a statewide palliative care network and possible funding for staff support. A pediatric palliative care conference call was held in March, to begin dialogue around access issues in South Carolina. Efforts are underway to complete the palliative care survey begun in the summer. This survey is gathering information from hospitals, nursing homes and hospices about the status of palliative care programs in SC. The PCTF partnered with The Carolinas Center for Hospice and End of Life Care, the SC Hospital Association, the SC Health Care Association and the SC Association of Non Profit Homes for the Aging to get these surveys to providers and encourage participation. 
 

Prevention Task Force 
Suzanne Henson, MPH, CHES, Chair 

Matthew Carpenter, PhD, Vice Chair
   

Ian Hamilton, MSW, Coordinator       (803) 799-3138       Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing cancer among South Carolinians.

Cancer Plan  

· Increase the number of smoke-free facilities in SC. 
Awarded $10K for FY09, Reduced to $8668




Current balance: $3793
· Develop collaborative relationships with statewide and local entities with similar missions and 
 goals for physical activity and nutrition policies in SC. 
(Awarded $1,000 for FY09, Reduced to $500)



Current balance: $500
· Increase sun safe practices among young people
 Awarded $3K for FY09, Reduced to $1500 




Current balance: $0

Cancer Education Guide Workgroup* 

Ian Hamilton Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
See the EDTF report.
Physical Activity/Nutrition* 







Need a Chair 

No update.
Tobacco* 







Dianne Wilson, cwilson298@aol.com 


Cigarette Tax - see A&P update 

Smoke Free Workplace laws – As of 4-16-09, there were 26 comprehensive smoke free ordinances in SC.  Those 26 ordinances will cover about 26% of SC’s population.  Since January 2009, three local laws have passed. Smoke free laws are under consideration in Bamberg, Fort Mill, and Lexington County.  


Passage Date
Implementation Date
1. York County
February 2, 2009
May 1, 2009

2. Sumter
February 17, 2009
April 17, 2009

3. Pickens
March 2, 2009
May 1, 2009

Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure* 





Need a Chair  
The March 20th Special Olympics event in Charleston was a success.  More than 400 hats, 400 pairs of sunglasses and many packets of sunscreen were distributed to the participants, coaches and volunteers at the spring games at The Citadel.  Six volunteers and two SCCA staff members manned the sun safety tables.
The next Special Olympics Sun Safety outreach opportunity is May 2 at Fort Jackson in Columbia.  Six to eight volunteers will be needed to educate athletes, their families, coaches and volunteers about the ACS sun safety guidelines and to distribute hats, sunglasses, sunscreen and lipscreen.
Cervical Cancer Vaccine
The revised Prevention objectives of the SC Cancer Plan that address cervical cancer will likely include several new strategies to support the cervical cancer vaccine. We are working with the EDTF. 

Research Task Force 


Anthony Alberg, PhD, Acting Chair

Shannon Payne, Coordinator (803) 238-7572   Shannon.Payne@sccanceralliance.org
Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Mammography Registry

A pilot project to set up a mammography registry has begun, with Dr. Swann Adams as P.I..  Additional information on this initiative can be located under the Early Detection Task Force report of activity. 

Research-Related Activities 

Many research-related activities focusing on breast, cervical, colorectal, esophageal, lung,  oral, prostate, and other cancers are being undertaken all over the state of South Carolina.

CRC Screening Capacity Subcommittee

This newly formed group will review colorectal screening capacity within the state of South Carolina.  The group has not been formally set up, but will be so by late winter.  Discussions of this group will take place during the January RTF meeting.
Work Group-Related Activities
Colorectal Cancer Work Group 


Dr. Frank Berger, berger@sc.edu

See update provided by Early Detection Task Force 

Breast and Female Cancers Work Group
Dr. Swann Arp-Adams, adamss@gwm.sc.edu 

See update provided by Early Detection Task Force
Prostate Cancer Work Group


Dr. John Ureda, jureda@sc.rr.com


This work group was inactive for several years and has been reinvigorated within the past year.  Activities focus on:

· using “natural experiments” associated with screening as a way to determine if serial prostate specific antigen measurements (PSAs) might provide good information for prostate cancer detection and deepening understanding of the natural history of the disease

· integrating our work with that of other national groups interested in both detection and treatment of prostate cancer

· understanding racial disparities as they relate to prostate cancer incidence, treatment and virulence

The workgroup currently consists of a core group of members that encompass representatives from several local and national organizations.  The work group is in the midst of defining its current shape and structure and evaluating how it can be most effective going forward.  

Survivor and Family Task Force

Diane Gluck, Chair           Cheryl Campbell, Vice Chair
Shannon Payne, Coordinator, (803) 238-7572, shannon.payne@sccanceralliance.org 
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Patient Navigator Committee  
Cheryl Campbell, MS, RN, OCN, Cheryl.Campbell5@anmedhealth.org  
Monthly conference calls have been established for this committee.  These calls take place on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 4 PM - the first call was on March 10th.  At this current time, the curriculum for the initiative is being collected and reviewed.  The committee has also been reaching out to others to join the committee.

Family Resource Guide Committee  


Anthony Coggiola, tcogg@cl3associates.com
The revised Family (Pediatric) Resource Guide has been printed and will be ready for distribution following the January Quarterly Meeting.  For copies of the Guide, please contact the SC Cancer Alliance office.

The Committee has started work on posting video interviews that have been conducted with experts from the three South Carolina pediatric cancer treatment centers on the SC Cancer Alliance web site (www.sccanceralliance.org).  

Adult Resource Guide Committee:  

Julie Houston, jhouston@braintumorawareness.org  
The Adult Resource Guide is nearing completion.  Funding is being sought to print the Guide as well as add it as a component of the Family Resource Guide on the SC Cancer Alliance web site.  Additional team members are also being sought for this committee.  
Regional Survivorship Conference Committee:  Margaret Edwards, Margaret_Edwards@bshsi.org 
At this time, consideration is being given to Regional Survivor Conferences.  Contacts are being sought who can spearhead efforts in the all areas of the state.  Members interested in serving on this committee are encouraged to contact Ms. Edwards.  Her telephone number is (864) 675-4656.

Communication Committee:  



Andreal Huffman, andrealhuffman@yahoo.com
Ms. Huffman is continuing to contact SC Cancer Alliance members to get them to tell her their stories of their journey as a cancer survivor.  She plans to post these stories on the SCCA web site.  If you would like to share your story with Ms. Huffman, please email her or call her at (803) 466-7783.  
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