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Advocacy and Policy Task Force (A&P)

Mary Lynn Donovan, Chair 
Peggy Anthony, Vice Chair 
Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailya.walter@sccanceralliance.org 

Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Review of the 2008 Cancer Policy & Legislative Issues

1. A cigarette tax increase to at least $1.00 per pack

Rationale:  Increasing the cigarette tax will reduce smoking among children and adults and prevent future death and disease.

The Senate Finance committee passed an amendment to H. 3567, the cigarette tax bill, which includes a 50-cent per pack increase Income from the tax would go to a trust fund that would provide tax credits to expand Medicaid coverage. In addition, $5 million a year would be allocated to the tobacco program. The House of Representatives concurred with the Senate version of the bill with one amendment to provide $1 million to promote SC local grown produce and bill went to the Governor for signature just before Memorial Day. On Tuesday after Memorial Day, the Governor vetoed the bill and the House convened within one hour of the veto announcement to consider an override.   After heated and contentious opinions on both sides of the issue, including a fiery speech by the Speaker of the House specifically attacking the Medicaid provision of the bill, the House sustained the Governor’s veto. The bill died as the session ended.

Over the summer, cigarette tax advocates lead by the SC Tobacco Collaborative regrouped and in August and September convened for intense planning and strategy sessions in anticipation of the 2009 Legislative session.  

· The Advocacy & Policy Task Force recommends that cigarette tax increase be adopted as the top priority for the 2009 SCCA Legislative Agenda.
2. Health insurance coverage for colorectal cancer screening (CRC) and treatment.

Rationale:  Most colorectal cancers deaths can be prevented with routine screening. 

Much progress has been made in the coverage of CRC screening in SC with the SC State Health Plan, Medicaid, Medicare and SC Blue Cross Blue Shield covering CRC screening for its recipients. 

In the final budget passed by the SC Legislature passed in May 2008, $1 million (non recurring funds ) was appropriated to DHEC for creating  a state CRC Screening program for low income uninsured persons.  The SCCA CRC Work Group developed a proposal for a state wide CRC screening program, SCOPE SC which DHEC has adopted with phase 1 beginning Oct 2008 at four locations around the state.  SCCA continues to seek additional funding sources and stable state funding for SCOPE SC. (see Colorectal work group for more details)

· The Advocacy & Policy Task Force recommends that securing $3.7million state funds for CRC screening be a legislative priority in 2009 

3. Smoke-free environments for all workers 

Rationale:  The Surgeon General has labeled secondhand smoke a serious health hazard yet millions of Americans are still exposed at work. It is imperative for local communities to be able to establish smoke free ordinances.

SCCA and partners were successful in preventing a state indoor air bill or amendments with state preemption from being enacted during the 2008 session.  Much success has been seen in passing local ordinances in 21 communities around the state spurred on by the SC Supreme Courts sustaining the Greenville and Sullivan’s Island smoke free ordinances. Efforts around the state to pass comprehensive local ordinances are underway and SCCA members are engaged on this issue. (see Prevention Task Force report for more details). We will continue to monitor all relevant state-level bills to keep “pre-emptive” language from being added.

4. $2 million in state funding for the expansion of breast and cervical cancer screening by the Best Chance Network (BCN).

Rationale: Breast and cervical cancer screening saves lives. Currently no state dollars support the BCN for screening.  Approximately 8,700 low income women (less than 10% of eligible women) are being screened through BCN each year.  An estimated 9,000 additional low income women could be screened with $2 million state dollars; this would more than double the number of women currently screened through BCN in SC.

First-time state funding of $2million (non-recurring) for breast and cervical cancer screenings through the Best Chance Network (BCN) was allocated to DHEC.  With these funds, the BCN will double its capacity for screening to 18,000 and allow screening to begin at age 40. This expanded program began on September 1, 2008.

On July 1, 2008, a news conference was held in Columbia with more than 130 women attending, along with legislators, advocates to celebrate this expansion of screening services. This resulted in extensive news coverage around the state.  To assist the Best Chance Network (BCN) with developing and implementing strategies to increase awareness about the expanded BCN program, the A&P TF formed a BCN Advocacy & Awareness Work Group. This group has been meeting monthly since June to increase awareness and build on partnerships and existing outreach activities. On October 5, 2008, a news release was distributed to further increase awareness of BCN’s lowering to 40 years for breast cancer screening.

· The Advocacy & Policy Task Force recommends that securing $2million (recurring funds state funds for the BCN be a legislative priority in 2009. 

· As a new legislative priority for the SCCA, Advocacy & Policy Task Force recommends that we advocate for $5 million for tobacco youth prevention and cessation programs in 2009.

Other Activities:

- Continued efforts to work with insurance industry and legislators to remove financial barriers (perceived and real) related to standard of care (SOC) routine services for cancer patients enrolling in clinical trials in SC.  A voluntary agreement was not accepted by Blue Cross Blue Shield, so we may explore legislative remedy next year in conjunction with the American Cancer Society and other partners. 

- A&P TF coordinator serves on the SC Tobacco Collaborative Board of Directors and along with other SCCA members participates in the Tobacco Summit and other SCTC efforts to increase cigarette tax and increase smoke free work places for all workers.

- In July 2008, A&P TF revised and updated the SC Comprehensive Cancer Plan and drafted the 2009 SCCA Legislative and Policy Agenda.

- SCCA and ACS began consultations with Dr. Terry Day to develop improved communication with the Commission on Cancer’s 19 accredited cancer programs around the state.  Dr. Day is urging each cancer program to adopt strategies to implement SC Cancer Plan objectives related to colorectal cancer in their communities.       
Early Detection Task Force (EDTF)
Debbie Bryant, RN, MSN, Chair 
Katora Campbell, RN, MSN, MPH, Vice Chair   

Shannon Johnson, MSW, MPH Coordinator, (843) 416-8623, Shannon.Johnson@sccanceralliance.org 
Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Breast and Female Cancers Workgroup


Cervical Cancer Subcommittee 




Heather Brandt hbrandt@sc.edu
As follow up to the June 2008 Moving to Action: Addressing Cervical Cancer in SC Conference, the Cervical Cancer Subcommittee was formed within the Breast and Female Cancers Workgroup. Dr. Heather Brandt, Chair and Sharon Bond, Co-Chair are leading these efforts. The subcommittee has also divided up into three working teams: Public Health Education/Communications, Health Care Provider Education and Access to Care/Policy & Advocacy. The teams convened in Columbia at the HIV/STD conference on October 14th and will report out their progress at the next subcommittee meeting on Tuesday October 28th  at 10:30 a.m. The Public Health Education/Communications Team is developing a messaging campaign for January/Cervical Cancer Awareness Month which will include the use of billboards throughout the state. 


Community Education Subcommittee 
Laura Kujawski and Vonda Evans Co-Chairs.
The subcommittee will begin recruiting cancer survivors as volunteers for the Witness Project in January 2009 and will hold trainings of the Witness Project in February 2009. The outreach will be focused in the Region II area of the state (specifically Greenwood).  The next meeting will be on Thursday November 6th at 10 a.m. Please contact Shannon Johnson for more information Shannon.Johnson@sccanceralliance.org

Mammography Registry




Swann Adams adamss@gwm.sc.edu
Work continues on the project, A Feasibility Study of a South Carolina State Mammography Registry.  Currently, we are in the process of conducting a review of all mammography registries throughout the nation.  Key information which is being collected includes:  number of staff employed, ownership of the data, forms available, data elements collected, the existence of state laws or ordinances concerning data capture, the support of a NCI-designated cancer center, and sources of collected data.  With this information, we will approach the different registries to ascertain their interest in networking with us to aid in the development of a registry in SC.  In the spring we will conduct visits to and/or teleconferences with those sites which have the most interest in networking.  These visits will be aimed at collecting information on ascertaining details on the logistics of designing and implementing a mammography registry.  Planning has begun on developing focus group discussion guides with those stakeholders with special knowledge pertinent to a mammography registry (i.e. Best Chance Network, South Carolina Central Cancer Registry, etc.).  We have also begun planning on focus groups with community groups who may have an interest in implementing a mammography registry. 

Cancer Education Guide Workgroup 

Katora Campbell and Sonya Younger Co-Chairs
The next meeting of the CEG workgroup will be Friday November 7th at 10:00 a.m. For more information about the CEG workgroup contact Shannon Johnson Shannon.johnson@sccanceralliance.org

Cancer Education Guide Trainings
A CEG training was held at MUSC Hollings Cancer Center in June. 20 facilitators were trained.  
Upcoming CEG Trainings: 

Greenville, SC
Saturday October 25th

Registration & Breakfast 8:30 a.m.

Training Begins at 9 a.m.

Lunch 1 p.m.

Greenville Hospital System

University Medical Center (UMC)

Support Tower 41 Classroom

701 Grove Road

Greenville, SC 29605
Orangeburg, SC
Saturday November 1

Registration & Breakfast 8:30 a.m.

Training Begins at 9 a.m.

Lunch 1 p.m.

K.W. Green Student Center

SC State University Campus

300 College Street, NE

Orangeburg, SC 29117
To register for either or these trainings contact Jim Etheredge at etherjam@musc.edu 


Evaluating the Spanish CEG 

To make the CEG culturally appropriate, the Latina Initiative conducted an extensive revision and multi-method formative evaluation of the Spanish language guide. This process included direct input from the Latina Initiative Communications Workgroup, headed by Heather Brandt. They conducted a community round-table in Spanish, with bilingual participants from both the Midlands and Upstate, and sent the adopted Spanish-language CEG out for review by an external expert panel. Two important findings emerged from this process: a) the CEG was too long and content too broad for community-based promotora sessions  b) there was no specific information on where to get screening and how much it costs, information that Latinos/as specifically want to know. As a result, some specific content has been added to the Spanish language CEG on cost and access to breast and cervical cancer screening.  Also, there will be use of a shorter, more focused version of the Spanish language CEG for the Latina Initiative community-based promotoras (health promoters) program to evaluate the CEG among Latinas in the Midlands. The specific focus will be breast and cervical cancer. Promotoras will be given a copy of the entire Spanish-language CEG, but will be trained to conduct community education using  a select subset of the Spanish language CEG related to breast and cervical cancer - which also includes the slides on access and cost.

CRC Workgroup  







Dr. Frank Berger, Chair
Laura Shull, Coordinator, Laura.Shull@sccanceralliance.org
The SCCA Colorectal Cancer Work Group Screening Subcommittee developed a plan for the pilot phase of a statewide colorectal cancer screening program called SCOPE SC (Screening Colonoscopies on People Everywhere in South Carolina).  The plan details implementation of a $1 million state funded screening program in four Federally Qualified Health Centers over a one year period for citizens who are uninsured. Members of the Screening Subcommittee consulted with the five Colorectal Cancer Screening Demonstration Programs that are currently funded by the CDC in addition to other states that have initiated statewide screening programs. The Subcommittee also submitted an accompanying document of Issues that are related to the SCOPE SC plan for further review.    

The 2008 Unmasking Colon Cancer Ball raised $60,000. A mini-grant application was developed and distributed for potential funding of screening programs around the state using these funds. Funds from the Unmasking Colon Cancer Ball ($10,000) are being used and matched by the Betty Anne Moore Foundation for this program. 

The first funding of $50,000 for the BCBS screening was received and screening began in Anderson, Abbeville, Greenwood and Laurens. 

CRC Messaging Subcommittee, Chaired by Anjelica Q. Davis, MPPA

The SCCA Colorectal Cancer Messaging Subcommittee is in the process of developing a statewide billboard campaign for March 2009.  The American Cancer Society, the Center for Colon Cancer Research at USC, the DHEC and the SC Gastroenterology Association are active participants in the development of this campaign and these partners provide the necessary funding for the statewide campaign.  During March 2009 hundred of billboards will be strategically placed throughout South Carolina.  The Outdoor Advertising Association will also provide time on digital billboards throughout the Columbia community as an in-kind donation to support our efforts.  
Building on an American Cancer Society national program, Coaches versus Cancer, South Carolina College and High School Basketball Coaches will be featured on billboards. The Adams Group advertising agency is a volunteer consultant on the project and is helping to craft a message for the billboards. Promotional materials are being developed including ties and scarves with the colorectal cancer star as the design for use in the March Madness program. The March Madness plan also includes a presentation at one home game at each participating school where buddy bracelets will be given out. The coaches and media covering the event will be encouraged to wear the ties and scarves.
The Messaging subcommittee worked closely with FB Enterprises to develop the Shoptalk Movement campaign.  The Shoptalk Movement is an outreach and awareness program that is focused on targeting African American salons and barber shops.  Through this innovative awareness campaign, barber shop and beauty shop clients will receive information from their barbers or stylists about the prevention and early detection of colorectal cancer and resources to link them to screening opportunities. The Shop Talk Movement was launched on July 20th at the Hair Expo. in Charleston. In addition, three trainings around the state have been implemented. Hair stylists and barbers in Columbia, Greenville and Charleston participated in training.

A letter to the Entertainment Industry Foundation (EIF) in response to the 2008 Colorectal Report Card was finalized and sent April. A letter thanking legislators who helped support the million dollar funding was sent in July. A total of 14 Lunch and Learn sessions were held from June 13, 2007 to May 21, 2008 with a total of 592 people attending.

Patient Care Task Force 
Henry Well, Chair 
   
Chris Gibson, Vice-Chair
 

 Alan Waln, Coordinator   (803), alan.waln@sccanceralliance.org     

Goal: Identify and reduce barriers to state of the art cancer care in South Carolina.

Task Force Re-Organization

A survey of the Patient Care Task Force (PCTF) membership was conducted in July, to learn about past challenges and gain insight and ideas for future task force efforts. A consensus emerged on the following areas: 1) member & partner retention / recruitment should be a priority, 2) new projects & activities are needed and 3) task force development is crucial to success.

A half-day PCTF retreat was conducted in July. The cancer plan was reviewed, action items were developed and monthly task force meetings were set. Three committees are also now active and have met regularly during the reporting period. Transportation has been updating the cancer plan objectives and strategies. Pain Management has been updating the cancer plan objectives and strategies and also supporting the SC Pain Initiative activities (see report below). A newly formed committee, Palliative Care, is developing new plan objectives and strategies. 

In order to determine the potential need to address palliative care initiatives as part of the PCTF goals and objectives, the Palliative Care Committee is also surveying hospitals, nursing homes and hospices to gather information about the status of palliative care programs in SC.  Additionally, surveys seek feedback from providers about educational and networking needs for palliative care programs. The PCTF partnered with The Carolinas Center for Hospice and End of Life Care, the SC Hospital Association, the SC Health Care Association and the SC Association of Non Profit Homes for the Aging to get these surveys to providers and encourage participation. 

Survivor & Family Issues Task Force Collaboration

Members agreed that more collaboration is needed between Patient Care and Survivor & Family Issues Task Force (SFITF).  PCTF staff attended the July SFITF meeting and has met with the SFITF Coordinator, to explore collaboration options. An SFITF member presented at the September monthly PCTF meeting, requesting support for the Adult Resource Guide project. PCTF members volunteered to support this effort. Exploration has also begun on a joint meeting between the Patient Care and Survivor and Family Issues task forces, in January, 2009 and on potential joint funding proposals for SCCA / CDC 2009 funding. 

South Carolina Pain Initiative (SCPI)* 

Shannon Johnson, sjohnson@carolinasendoflifecare.org;  www.carolinasendoflifecare.org/SCPI
(Cancer Plan – Patient Care Objective 1: Re-establish cancer pain initiative efforts in SC)

Pain Awareness Month (Advocacy & Regulation, Professional Education and Public Awareness) SCPI obtained the governor's declaration that the Month of September was Pain Awareness Month in SC. Press releases were sent to media outlets throughout the state. During September SCPI hosted 2 of the 4 pain forums and assisted in the implementation of The Carolinas Pain Congress, a day and a half pain conference open to all healthcare professionals. CMEs were offered for this conference. Some of the topics included Disparities in Pain Management and Pediatric Breakout sessions. 
Patient Education Video (Public Awareness, Professional Education) 

On the second day of the Pain Congress a meeting of the South Carolina Pain Initiative was held. The agenda included how to get involved with the Initiative and premiered the patient education video - Project Approach- Awareness of Patient Pain & Rights for Optimal Assessment and Communication in Hospitals) was premiered. The video, which was originally intended for hospital settings, is general enough that it can be used in other healthcare settings and will be available to organizations before the end of the year. The goal of the video is to provide adult patients and their families an easily accessible, understandable and standardized pain management educational video and resource materials to enhance patient outcomes, satisfaction and quality of life. Professional Education pain modules will also be a part of the video package.  Partners in this project include The Carolinas Center, MUSC, and the SC Hospital Association. 

Pain Policy Core Group Follow Up (Advocacy & Regulation) 

From the dialogue of February’s Pain Policy Core Group emerged the need for a plan for action to address some of the deficiencies in SC pain management policy.  As a first step, the group agreed to begin working toward a Joint Statement in Pain Management (Nursing, Medical Examiners, & Pharmacy Boards).  This consensus statement was drafted by the Board of Nursing Practice and Standards Committee and was approved by the Board of Pharmacy. The statement will be presented to the Board of Medical Examiners in December. As another follow up to the Core Group meeting, regional pain forums were planned and are in process.

 

ACS/SCPI Regional Pain Forums (Professional Education, Public Awareness, Advocacy/Policy)

To date three regional pain forums have been hosted in Florence (Sept 15), Orangeburg (September 29) and Spartanburg (October 6). These regional forums are funded by the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network and Purdue Pharm LP. The final forum will be held in the Midlands on Monday November 3 from 6-8 p.m. at Lexington Main Library - Augusta Rd.  The forums are free and are open to healthcare professional and to the public. Goals for the forums include 1) providing professional education, 2) reaching out to the community to provide awareness and to assess barriers and opportunities for pain management within that community, and 3) ultimately improving the grade of C+ that our state was given by the University of Wisconsin Pain and Policy Studies Group.

Hope Lodge Pain Presentations (Public Awareness) 
Patient education presentations for pain management continue to be held quarterly at the Charleston Hope Lodge. Tamara Bowman, RN, MUSC Pain and Palliative Care, presented on July 30th. The next session will be held this fall. The session is geared toward cancer patients, their families and caregivers.

 

During this timeframe SCPI increased its membership from 350 to over 400 members. 


 

Prevention Task Force 
Suzanne Henson, MPH, CHES, Chair 

Matthew Carpenter, PhD, Vice Chair
   

Ian Hamilton, MSW, Coordinator       (803) 799-3138       Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing cancer among South Carolinians.

Cancer Plan  

Objective 3: Increase the number of smoke-free facilities in SC. (Awarded $10,000 for FY ’08 – ’09)
Objective 4: Develop collaborative relationships with statewide and local entities with similar missions and 
 

goals for physical activity and nutrition policies in SC. (Awarded $1,000 for FY ’08 – ’09)
Objective 7: Increase sun safe practices among young people (Awarded $3,000 for FY ’08 – ’09)
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup* 

Ian Hamilton Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
See the EDTF report.
Physical Activity/Nutrition* 




Susan Frost frosts@dhec.sc.gov 

No update.
Tobacco* 







Dianne Wilson, cwilson298@aol.com 


Cigarette Tax - see A&P update 

Smoke Free Workplace laws – Since May 2008, nine laws have passed or been strengthened. The total number of smoke free ordinances in SC is 21. 20% of the SC population is covered by a smoke free law.


Passage Date
Implementation Date
1. City of Walterboro
May 27, 2008
August 1, 2008

2. City of Beaufort
May 27, 2008
May 27, 2008 

3. Richland County
June 17, 2008
October 1, 2008

4. City of Aiken
July 14, 2008
July 14, 2008

5. City of North Augusta
July 21, 2008
August 1, 2008

6. City of Camden
July 22, 2008
September 22, 2008

7. Town of Lexington
September 2, 2008
October 3, 2008

September 8, 2008 - S.C. Supreme Court upholds Sullivan’s Island, SC Ordinance

8. Town of Johnston
September 8, 2008
September 8, 2008

9. Isle of Palms
September 23, 2008
January 1, 2009

~ $5000 has been spent on midlands smoke free implementation ads and no smoking signs to be made available to smaller cities and towns to distribute to their businesses.
Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure* 



Need a Chair  
No activity.  The next Sun Safety outreach opportunity will be the March Special Olympics event in Charleston.  5-7 volunteers will be needed to educate athletes, their families, coaches and volunteers about the ACS sun safety guidelines and to distribute wide brimmed hats, UV blocking sunglasses, sunscreen and lipscreen.
Cervical Cancer Vaccine
Several PTF members took part in the June 2008 Moving to Action: Addressing Cervical Cancer in SC Conference. See EDTF report for more info. 
Research Task Force 

James Hebert, ScD, Chair      Anthony Alberg, PhD, Vice-Chair


Shannon Payne, Coordinator (803) 238-7572   Shannon.Payne@sccanceralliance.org 
Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Mammography Registry

A pilot project to set up a mammography registry has begun, with Dr. Swann Adams as P.I.  Additional information on this initiative can be located under the Early Detection Task Force report of activity. 

Research-Related Activities 

Many research-related activities focusing on breast, cervical, colorectal, esophageal, lung,  oral, prostate, and other cancers are being undertaken all over the state of South Carolina.

SCCA Membership Survey and Assessment 

Research Task Force leadership initiated, developed and disseminated a survey to all members of the South Carolina Cancer Alliance during early fall.  The purpose of the survey was to assess the perception of the RTF and how to better serve member needs.  The assessment and results of this survey will be reviewed and discussed during the October 2008 RTF business meeting.   

Work Group-Related Activities
Colorectal Cancer Work Group 




Dr. Frank Berger, berger@sc.edu

See update provided by Early Detection Task Force 

Breast and Female Cancers Work Group

Dr. Swann Arp-Adams, adamss@gwm.sc.edu 

See update provided by Early Detection Task Force
Prostate Cancer Work Group




Dr. John Ureda, jureda@sc.rr.com


This work group was inactive for several years and has been reinvigorated within the past year.  Activities focus on:

· using “natural experiments” associated with screening as a way to determine if serial prostate specific antigen measurements (PSAs) might provide good information for prostate cancer detection and deepening understanding of the natural history of the disease

· integrating our work with that of other national groups interested in both detection and treatment of prostate cancer

· understanding racial disparities as they relate to prostate cancer incidence, treatment and virulence

The workgroup currently consists of a core group of members that encompass representatives from several local and national organizations.  The work group is in the midst of defining its current shape and structure and evaluating how it can be most effective going forward.  

Survivor and Family Task Force

Diane Gluck, Chair           DeeAnn Jones, Vice Chair

Jim Allen, Coordinator, (843) 413-6434, allenj@dhec.sc.gov 
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Patient Navigator Committee    




Susan Jackson, MPH, Chair
Goal 1:  To increase the number of individuals who, when diagnosed with cancer, seek and receive timely, high quality and compassionate medical treatment.  The strategy to provide education on the differing roles, responsibilities and training for professional and lay navigators will be addresses by the Survivor & Family Issues Task Force during this fiscal year (2008-2009).  Dr. Beth Calhoun, a consultant from the University of Illinois at Chicago, has been hired to help develop a patient navigator training program for South Carolina.  The next planning meeting with Dr. Calhoun is scheduled for November 17th in Columbia.  Dr. Calhoun has developed a National Patient Navigator Training Program that we hope to adopt here.

Goal 2:  To improve access to information and resources that will encourage the seeking of and follow-through with treatment and enhance the decision-making abilities of cancer patients and their families.

Promotions Committee 


Anthony Coggiola, tcogg@cl3associates.com Chair
Pediatric Family Resource Guide    

The Family Resource Guide is in the process of being reprinted with corrections and updates.

New strategy – By June 2009, complete a formal evaluation of the Family Resource Guide.  Dr.  Ginie Daguise is going to help the task force design this evaluation.  Mr. Coggiola is going to design a self evaluation tool on the web site for professionals and families who have used the Guide to complete.  Feedback from Cancer Treatment Center staff, nonprofits serving families of children with cancer, and families of children with cancer will be surveyed for this evaluation.

Development of a newsletter to be sponsored by community and business partners for patients and families with a section that highlights the services of one of the agencies/organizations serving this population will be explored.

Adult Resource Guide Committee  




Julie Houston, Chair
Julie Houston, Chairman of this Work Group, reported that the adult guide would use the same format as the pediatric guide but will have additional categories.  Julie would like to recruit members of the Task Force to serve on the Adult Guide Committee with her.  She hopes to complete a draft of the Guide by December.  Individuals interested in serving on her Work Group, please contact Jim Allen.

Regional Conference Committee  





(Vacant), Chair
There are funds budgeted this year to hold at least two one-day regional conferences on survivor issues.  DeeAnn Jones, who chaired the annual conference last spring will not be able to serve in this capacity for the regional conferences.  It was recommended that a planning committee be selected and begin to meet to determine in what regions of the state to plan the conferences and to determine the themes for each conference.  It will be important to be able to partner with one or more of the cancer treatment centers in each region.  The Patient Care Task Force has agreed to assist the Survivor & Family Issues Task Force on planning the conference.

Communication Committee  





Andreal Huffman, Chair
Goal 4:  To increase community and professional awareness of and sensitivity to the needs of cancer survivors and the spectrum of issues related to survivorship

It was suggested that the task force use its web site to increase the community’s awareness of  issues that cancer survivors face.  This could be communicated through testimonials.  Julie Houston suggested that local colleges/universities or partner organizations could help develop scripts, etc.  The Patient Care Task Force will collaborate on this goal.

By June 2009, the committee will collect and post testimonials from cancer survivors and caregivers on the SCCA web site.  If anyone would like to write a testimonial about their experience with cancer, please contact Jim Allen.
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*Members needed in this subcommittee / workgroup

