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Advocacy and Policy (A&P)

Mary Lynn Donovan, Chair 
Peggy Anthony, Vice Chair 
Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailya.walter@sccanceralliance.org 

Goal:  Promote legislation and policies to support and improve cancer prevention, education, detection, patient care, and research in South Carolina
Cancer Plan Funding

In July 2009, the Advocacy & Policy Task Force developed a proposed 2010 SCCA Legislative & Policy Agenda for SCCA Coordinating Council’s consideration.  This proposed agenda was adopted in September and can be viewed on our SCCA website www.sccanceralliance.org along with briefing documents developed for each of the five priority issues on the agenda.  This agenda will inform, educate and direct A&P advocacy efforts over the next months and through the legislative session.  A&P leadership and staff work closely with SCCA lobbyist, Ted Riley, to strategically provide information and education to policy makers and legislators on these issues.

Educational Briefings (supported by SCCA cancer implementation grant) were held with Emma Forkner, Director, SC Medicaid Program, and key SC legislators (Senators Hutto and Mathews). A&P legislative subcommittee members and staff provided information and data in support of SCCA legislative agenda.  These briefings and strategic sessions with partners will continue into the legislative session to advocate for programs and policies that reduce cancer in SC and promote the goals of the SCCA Cancer Plan. 
FY10 award:$1,719 










Spent: $348 
SCCA A&P TF is partnering with a health coalition (7 health organizations) to remove barriers for cancer patients enrolling in clinical trials (issue on legislative agenda).  There is a renewed partnership with Lymphoma & Leukemia Society who is leading this effort.  This coalition is working to support policies and legislation that ensures health insurance coverage for routine patient services for those SC cancer patients enrolled in clinical trials.

Participated in developing a press release (September 2009) promoting the Best Chance Network.  A&P continues to work on a second press release in support of colorectal cancer screening program, SCOPE SC. 

Eight SCCA advocates in key legislative districts are meeting with their legislators to advocates for increasing the SC cigarette tax. For these meetings, a briefing document with key messages and relevant facts was developed in conjunction with the SC Tobacco Collaborative.

A&P Coordinator serves on the SC Tobacco Collaborative Board of Directors (monthly meetings).

Early Detection 
Debbie Bryant, RN, MSN, Chair 

Katora Campbell, RN, MSN, MPH, Vice Chair   

Shannon Johnson, MSW, MPH Coordinator, (843) 416-8623, Shannon.Johnson@sccanceralliance.org 
Goal:  Promote and improve the use of proven cancer-related early detection and appropriate follow-up methodology in South Carolina.

Breast and Female Cancers Workgroup

Cervical Cancer Subcommittee Chairs Heather Brandt hbrandt@sc.edu  Sharon Bond bondsm@musc.edu


For more information about the working teams Health Care Provider Education, Public Health Education/Communication or Access to Care/Advocacy & Policy, please contact Shannon Johnson Shannon.johnson@sccanceralliance.org 

Community Education Subcommittee Chairs Vonda Evans Vonda.evans@cancer.org and 
Laura Kujawski kujaw001@mc.duke.edu 
The Lowcountry Witness Project, funded by the Lowcountry Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure to expand the Witness Project to Allendale, Bamberg, and Orangeburg Counties, held its first Witness Project Train-the-Trainer Session on Saturday, May 30, 2009 in Bamberg, SC.  At this training, 30 individuals (25 Lay Health Advisors and 5 Witness Role Models) were trained by Dr. Rachel Mayo from Clemson University. 

 

Since that time, 12 Witness Project Community Presentations have been conducted reaching approximately two hundred and thirty-four (234) individuals. Community Presentations continue to be held within the target counties. The second Train-the-Trainer session is being scheduled for December 2009 to be held in Bamberg, SC.  At this training, we plan to train an additional 30 individuals for the Witness Project. 

 

The Lowcountry Witness Project in South Carolina is working with the State Baptist Young Woman’s Auxiliary (SBYWA) and other community residents to implement the project.  The Witness Project targets African-American women with culturally appropriate messages to disseminate breast and cervical cancer educational information to increase awareness, knowledge, screening, and early detection behaviors. 

Total budget: $47,988 








Spent: $21,045
The Breast and Female Cancers Community Education Workgroup was awarded a Legacy Grant from Morehouse College in the amount of $19,995. The award is for the implementation of a conference, Moving Witness Forward: Lessons learned and new networks. The conference will be held in Columbia at Brookland Baptist on January 30, 2010. Attendees will include trained Lay Health Advisors from the current Witness Project sites and others interested in becoming trained and taking the project into their communities. The Witness Project is a national, evidence-based, community outreach that addresses breast and cervical cancer with a focus on AA women and those who are rarely or never screened.
Cancer Education Guide Workgroup Chairs Katora Campbell katora.campbell@palmettohealth.org and Sonya Younger youngessm@dhec.sc.gov 

The Cancer Education Guide Workgroup has met regularly since August and has also met with the SCCA Evaluation Committee to determine steps to implementing the funded project Evaluating the Cancer Education Guide. Trainings will be held in Florence and in Denmark early 2010. A total of 60 new facilitators will be trained.  The evaluation will focus on how the CEG impacts knowledge and changes in behavior.
Early Detection, etc. 


CRC Workgroup  







Dr. Frank Berger, Chair
Gailya Walter, Coordinator, (843) 869-7660, gailya.walter@sccanceralliance.org 

GOAL:  Increase awareness of statewide efforts and collaborate with interested partners to reduce the burden of colorectal cancer in South Carolina.

OBJECTIVE/STRATEGIC INITIATIVES
· To implement the two workable goals developed from the Dialogue for Action Summit (DFA) 

1. Develop a unified culturally sensitive message to address and reduce health disparities 

2. Develop a CRC screening program; increase screening and treatment of colorectal cancer for the medically underserved in South Carolina

· Actively work to support and contribute to the goals of the State Cancer Plan including Advocacy and Policy and Early Detection Objectives.

The SCCA CRC Work Group meets monthly for face to face discussions and presentations of relevant research and finding.  Current projects/activities include:

· Development of CRC messaging tool kit for rural states --in collaboration with NC, KY, CO and the National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable; this will be featured as educational session at the Oct  SCCA Annual meeting.  Campaign billboard designs were focus tested (sample size 200) to determine approach best suited for different audiences

· Development of a CRC Facebook page to increase awareness, provide links to resources and promote screening in SC (not yet launched awaiting approvals)

· The American Advertising Federation of the Midland (AAFM) awarded an in- kind services grant to the SCCA CRC Work Group.  Work is underway through this grant to develop a campaign to increase CRC awareness and screening among state employees covered by the SC State Health Plan. This campaign will use existing communication venues -e-blasts, newsletters, etc as well as TV and radio public service and news outlets.  Scheduled to have full launch in March 2010.
· Plans and preparations for the CRC Ball in Charleston March 2010.
· The Work Group has been asked by DHEC to function as an advisory group for SCOPE SC program implementation issues. CRC Screening topics related to SCOPE SC include: reimbursement rates for screening services, expansion of recruitment sites; eligibility criteria for program and provision of treatment services for cancer cases detected by screening.  At monthly meeting these topics are being presented and discussed and when appropriate recommendations are provided to DHEC.
· Follow up on Coaches Against Cancer campaign underway to include involving select coaches in March 2010 awareness activities.
Patient, Survivor and Family 
Cheryl Campbell, Chair           Chris Gibson, Vice Chair

Shannon Payne, Coordinator, (803) 238-7572 
shannon.payne@sccanceralliance.org
Goal: To give cancer patients, survivors and families support and information to help connect them with available resources on the local, state and national levels.
Survivor & Family Issues Task Force Collaboration

Efforts to increase collaboration between the Patient Care and the Survivor and Family Issues Task Forces have resulted in the merging of the two task forces into one. Both task forces met together during July where this motion was proposed and voted on by task force membership.  The name of the newly joined task force is Patient, Survivor and Family Task Force.
Patient Navigator Committee  


Cheryl Campbell Cheryl.Campbell5@anmedhealth.org  
Over the last few months, we have compiled the patient navigator training curriculum and had it evaluated by professional nurse navigators. We have been working with the CEG work group to have this included as a part of the curriculum. Our next steps include refining the entire process, developing the evaluation process, and holding our first training session in January.

Palliative Care Committee


Tamra West Twest@carolinasendoflifecare.org 

We are currently finalizing the content for the Palliative Care Conference scheduled for Friday, December 4 at the SC Hospital Association in Columbia.  Our keynote speaker is Dr. Rodney Tucker from the University of Alabama at Birmingham Palliative Care Center - a nationally recognized model program.
Transportation Committee



Chad Dingman cdingman@srhs.com
 Several committee members are working on a contact list of all the radiation oncology facilities in the state - that has been compiled into a spreadsheet with a contact for each facility listed.  This information will be posted on the SCCA website as well as having available for the resource guide in a transportation section.  The committee’s goal was to establish a quarterly conference call, but this is proving to be a daunting task. A handful of the contacts responded back to the committee with specific resources available in their area, which is what will be very helpful for the resource guide and web site.  The committees plan is to have Chad Dingman’s MSW student assist with reaching the final few contacts and getting their specific site resources.  Once that is completed, we can have a county specific resource list for transportation.

Pain Initiative/Pain Management

Shannon Johnson sjohnson@carolinasendoflifecare.org
Pain Resource Nurse Trainings (Professional Education)
The goal of this training is to improve pain care and to train nurses to a resource to other staff in their hospital, nursing home or other healthcare facility and to improve policy and remove barriers in their practice settings. The trainer is Tamara Bowman, NP. The first PRN was held in Florence on September 29.  The next PRN training is scheduled for October 28 in Anderson. Trainings will also be held in Spartanburg and in Charleston early 2010. To register for training, contact Mary Doherty mdoherty@carolinasendoflifecare.org 

Budget:  $10,000









Spent: $2,098.75
Patient, Survivor and Family, cont.

Patient Education Video (Public Awareness, Professional Education) 
The SC Pain Initiative has created a DVD to help patients understand and manage pain. The video will discuss the types of pain, treatments available and a patient’s responsibilities in the management of their pain. This package focuses on the importance of communication between the patient and the treatment team. The package also includes a second DVD/CD with educational materials and learning modules for professionals who work with pain management and patients. Supplemental materials including posters, pain scales and printable patient education sheets are included and can be tailored to each organization. To order the package or to view the trailer of the DVD, go online to: www.carolinasendoflifecare.org/SCPI 
 
Hope Lodge Pain Presentations (Public Awareness) 
Patient education presentations for pain management continue to be held quarterly at the Downtown Charleston Hope Lodge. Tamara Bowman, RN, MUSC Pain and Palliative Care, will facilitate the next session on this fall.  The sessions are free and open to cancer patients, their families and caregivers.  For more information contact Hope Lodge Manager, Sundi Herring sundi.herring@cancer.org.
New Consensus Statement for Pain Management (Advocacy & Public Policy)
The Boards of Nursing and Pharmacy have developed a joint statement on pain management. It states that the “South Carolina Boards of Nursing and Pharmacy concur with The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) guideline on pain management which declares that patients have the right to appropriate assessment and management of pain. The application of clinical knowledge and patient-centered treatment modalities improve the quality of life for patients who suffer from pain. All health care providers who treat pain, whether acute or chronic, should become knowledgeable about effective methods of pain management. The management of pain should include the utilization of both pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic modalities”. To read the entire statement, visit to LLR site www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/nursing/PStatements/PainManagement.pdf. The new policy was printed in the September issue of the Palmetto Nurse. 

How Do We Measure Up? (Advocacy & Public Policy)

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network's (ACS CAN) 2009 How do you Measure Up: A Progress Report on State Legislative Activity to Reduce Cancer Incidence and Mortality shows that South Carolina is out of the red. The improvement from red to yellow is in respect to its Cancer Pain Management Policy and Practice. One of the improvement criteria requests that professional licensing boards adopt policies on pain management. South Carolina Boards of Nursing and Pharmacy recently developed a consensus statement on pain management and the Board of Medical Examiners adopted the newest version of the Federation of State Medical Boards pain management guidelines. www.acscan.org/static/measure/
The Carolinas Pain Congress (15.25 CMEs) Professional Education

This year’s Pain Congress will be a two-day intensive workshop with Dr. Mary Lynn McPherson in Charlotte, NC on November 12 and 13. Mary Lynn McPherson, PharmD, BCPS, CDE, is the professor and Vice Chair of the Department of Pharmacy Practice and Science at the University of Maryland. The workshop is designed especially for experienced physicians, nurses, pharmacists, with a basic understanding of pain and symptom management, to hone their skills. To view the schedule and register www.carolinasendoflifecare.org/pdf/ed/2009PainCongress.pdf
Patient, Survivor and Family, cont.

Adult Resource Guide Committee  

Julie Houston jhouston@braintumorawareness.org  
· A Content Management System (CMS) and website platform has been identified for future SCCA website.
· Regional representatives of the Patient, Family & Survivor Task Force have been identified to act as liaisons and will provide contact information of their lay/patient navigators or social workers and webmasters of the cancer centers/hospitals in their regions.

· Community partners have been identified to consult and develop a roadmap for the planning, development and implementation of the cancer resource network.

· Exhibits at future SCCA meetings to recruit additional regional cancer resource network liaisons. 

Regional Survivorship Conference Committee
 

At this time, consideration is being given to Regional Survivor Conferences.  Contacts are being sought who can spearhead efforts in the all areas of the state.  Members interested in serving on this committee are encouraged to contact Shannon Payne, task force coordinator.
Communication Committee  



Andreal Huffman andrealhuffman@yahoo.com
Ms. Huffman is continuing to contact SC Cancer Alliance members to get them to tell her their stories of their journey as a cancer survivor.  She plans to post these stories on the SCCA web site.  If you would like to share your story with Ms. Huffman, please email her or call her at (803) 466-7783.  
Prevention 
Suzanne Henson, MPH, CHES, Chair 

Matthew Carpenter, PhD, Vice Chair
   

Ian Hamilton, MSW, Coordinator       (803) 799-3138       Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
Goal: Promote healthy behaviors and environments that reduce the risk of developing cancer among South Carolinians.

Cancer Education Guide Workgroup 


Ian Hamilton Ian.Hamilton@sccanceralliance.org     
FY10 Award: $7780









Spent: $0
Goal: 

1. To assess the effectiveness of the CEG trainings in preparing volunteers for cancer presentations

2. To assess the effectiveness of CEG cancer presentations on knowledge and behavioral intentions

3. To establish the CEG as a web-based resource for ongoing cancer presentation promotion and evaluation. 

Also, at least two CEG trainings will be held in FY10

The Cancer Education Guide Workgroup has met regularly since August and has also met with the SCCA Evaluation Committee to determine steps to implementing the funded project Evaluating the Cancer Education Guide. Trainings will be held in Florence and in Denmark early 2010. A total of 60 new facilitators will be trained.  The evaluation will focus on how the CEG impacts knowledge and changes in behavior.
Tobacco







Dianne Wilson, cwilson298@aol.com 


Cigarette Tax -


Planning meetings have been held


Smoke Free Workplace laws – 
FY10 Award: $8612









Spent: $104.80
Goal: Increase the number of smoke-free cities/counties in SC. 


 

As of 10-6-09, there were 29 comprehensive smoke free ordinances in SC, 25 city/town and four county ordinances.  Those 29 ordinances will cover about 30% of SC’s population on January 1, 2010 and about 89%in Richland /Lexington counties.  Since June 2009, three local laws have passed. There was also a successful effort to defeat a proposed bingo hall exemption in the Richland County smoke free ordinance.


Passage Date
Implementation Date
1. Fort Mill
June 8, 2009
August 1, 2009

2. Lexington County
August 25, 2009
January 1, 2010

3. Springdale
October 6, 2009
January 1, 2010
For a list of all 29 ordinances in South Carolina, visit www.smokefreesc.org

Environmental and Ultraviolet Exposure
Co-Chairs Misty Pearson / Karen Hill   
The group has met and discussed the child care center sun safety outreach project being implemented by several DHEC regions.  The purpose of the project is to inform employees and administrators of the risks of excessive exposure to the sun’s UV rays and facilitate the implementation of sun safe policies and, if necessary, the construction of sun protection structures at centers. 
Research 


Anthony Alberg, PhD, Acting Chair

Shannon Payne, Coordinator (803) 238-7572   Shannon.Payne@sccanceralliance.org
Goal: Promote research and demonstration programs to improve cancer prevention, education, detection, and patient care in South Carolina.
Mammography Registry

A pilot project to set up a mammography registry has begun, with Dr. Swann Adams as P.I..  Additional information on this initiative can be located under the Early Detection Task Force report of activity. 

Research-Related Activities 

Many research-related activities focusing on breast, cervical, colorectal, esophageal, lung,  oral, prostate, and other cancers are being undertaken all over the state of South Carolina.

CRC Screening Capacity Subcommittee

This newly formed group will review colorectal screening capacity within the state of South Carolina.  The committee held its first meeting in July.  Several members have since been charged with collecting additional data for the group to be further examined and evaluated by the committee to best determine next steps.  

Cancer Plan Evaluation
We have dissected the cancer plan, distinguishing the changes to the plan that have occurred over time.  For each objective and strategy, we have evaluated whether it was evaluable as written, evaluable with minor changes to the indicator, or evaluable only with major changes to the indicator.  We also rated each with respect to availability of data to evaluate the indicator (data currently available, secondary data collection required to measure, and primary data collection required to measure indicator).  We have also assigned keywords to each objective and strategy.  We have met and presented progress to the SCAA Research Task Force and the CCAC Cancer Surveillance Committee, soliciting input and feedback from those groups.  We have modified our evaluation plan based on their feedback, and we are moving forward with next steps.  

Work Group-Related Activities
Colorectal Cancer Work Group 




Dr. Frank Berger, berger@sc.edu

See update provided by Early Detection Task Force 

Breast and Female Cancers Work Group

Dr. Swann Arp-Adams, adamss@gwm.sc.edu 

See update provided by Early Detection Task Force

Prostate Cancer Work Group




Dr. John Ureda, jureda@sc.rr.com


This work group was inactive for several years and has recently been reinvigorated.  Activities focus on:

· using “natural experiments” associated with screening as a way to determine if serial prostate specific antigen measurements (PSAs) might provide good information for prostate cancer detection and deepening understanding of the natural history of the disease

· integrating our work with that of other national groups interested in both detection and treatment of prostate cancer

· understanding racial disparities as they relate to prostate cancer incidence, treatment and virulence

The workgroup currently consists of a core group of members that encompass representatives from several local and national organizations.  The work group is in the midst of defining its current shape and structure and evaluating how it can be most effective going forward.  
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