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Agenda
No changes were made to the agenda. Agenda approved.
Billboards
4 attachments with the final designs went out today to the group (please refer again to these in the attachments).  
Design 1 (general - statewide): 

STOP Cervical Cancer in South Carolina

Have Pap tests regularly. Follow up on abnormal test results.

To learn more about breast and cervical cancer, call the American Cancer Society at 1-800-ACS(227)-1235.

Design 2 (general – statewide): 

STOP Cervical Cancer in South Carolina

HPV is linked to cervical cancer.

Learn more about the HPV vaccine.

To learn more about breast and cervical cancer, call the American Cancer Society at 1-800-ACS(227)-1235.

Design 3 (Palmetto Health – Midlands):

STOP Cervical Cancer in South Carolina

Have regular Pap tests.

Follow up on abnormal results.

To see if you qualify for a free Pap test, call Palmetto Health: 1-803-296-CARE

Design 4 (Latina Initiative – Lexington):

PARE Acabe con el cancer cervical en Carolina del Sur

Hágase la prueba de Papanicolaou regularmente.

Sociedad Americana del Cáncer     1-800-227-2345     Oprima el número 9 para espanol

There were some minor adjustments due to sizing. We were unable to use the highway stop sign as it is illegal to use a picture of a stop sign on a billboard.  The total cost for the billboards was $20,500. $15,000 contributed from the ACS, $5,000 from Palmetto Health. $500 from the SC Hispanic/Latina Health Coalition. Please take time to thank these partners who contributed!
Instead of the 40 billboards we were able to pay for, we ended up with 66 billboards due to John Hardy’s generous contribution of 26 additional billboards. These billboards are being posted across the state (please refer to billboard list in attachments). Palmetto Health (billboard style #3) will have 9 or 10 in the Columbia area. The Spanish speaking billboard (style #4) will also be in the Columbia area. The billboards will be up very soon. Keep an eye out for them in your area.  
Church bulletin inserts and education materials should have been received by everyone. If you did not receive this cervical cancer awareness information in an e-mail, please let Shannon know and she will resend.  The materials can be edited as needed. You can alter to put your own community name/organizations on them. 
Policy Issues
In the recent days we have learned of budget cuts that will affect the services that can be provided for cervical screening and treatment. 
Medicaid Treatment Act- Through the Option 3 program women who were diagnosed with breast and cervical could receive treatment regardless of ability to pay. As of January 1st 2009, this will be eliminated. Starting Jan 1, unless a women is screened through BCN and age 40-64 she will not be available for Medicaid treatment for breast and cervical screening/treatment.  For example if a woman was diagnosed through a community center, the service is not covered.  Option 3 was a safely net for women and this net is gone. Option 3 is a huge loss but we will continue to reach out to the women who qualify for BCN and get them the diagnostic care. (see attached announcement)
The screening money for BCN was also cut. It was cut by 20% by DHEC through a flexibility provision. This money was redirected to other areas of the budget. We still have 1.6 million for screening women who use the BCN.  The age requirement has to be over 40 but under 65.   With the Option 3 cut, this may increase the BCN enrollment.  Jan Viars will have data on the women who were coming through for breast and cervical treatment. She reports that with PA codes-BCN has given out 7000-8000 this year and 1400 are from the 40-46. They will continue to promote this and the more we can get these women there will only strengthen the argument for funds. 

 Announcements

The SC Cancer Alliance released its call for proposals. Proposals are due February 6th Sharon Bond and her group had some good ideas for healthcare provider angles and have been encouraged to apply. Other groups are encouraged to apply if they have ideas. These proposals must be coordinated through an SCCA Task Force to qualify. Please contact Shannon Johnson for questions.
A technical assistance call will be held on Tuesday January 6th at 9 a.m. for questions about the SCCA Implementation Funds. A call-in # and reminder will be sent out. 

2009 Meeting Schedule 

January 22 at 10:30 am

February 26 at 10:30 am

March 26 at 10:30 am
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