Minutes of the SC Cancer Alliance Coordinating Council

January 30, 2007 Quarterly Meeting

Columbia Conference Center, Columbia, SC

Present:  Peggy Anthony, Peggy Baxter, Stephanie Brundage, Mike Byrd for Dr. Lisa Waddell, Katora Campbell, Mary Lynn Donovan, Suzanne Doscher, Mary Ellen Doyle, Diane Gluck, James Hebert, Musette Hoefer, Stephen Lloyd, Lee Moultrie, Karl Pfaehler, Pat Ray, J. David Rice for Larry Gluck, Debbie Seale, Anand Sharma, John Ureda, Tamra West, Valeria Williams for “BZ” Giese, Dianne Wilson, Pansy Yates and Deirdre Young
Welcome

Dr. John Ureda welcomed those present and called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM.

Dr. Ureda introduced Laura Stuckey as the new Executive Director, along with giving an explanation of the business of Capitol Consultants.  Dr. Ureda stated Capitol Consultants and the SC Cancer Alliance have engaged in a contract whereas Laura Stuckey provides the services of Executive Director for the alliance.

Dr. Ureda stated he has received a letter from Dr. Lisa Waddell resigning from the Executive Committee of the South Carolina Cancer Alliance.  Dr. Waddell’s resignation was accepted and in accordance with the bylaws, a replacement will be named.

Dr. Ureda asked for any changes to the October 19, 2006 Coordinating Council minutes.  The last sentence of the minutes was amended to say, “James Hebert will provide the council with a link to the NCI in response to a letter responding to NCI translational research for members to have information on community cancer programs.”  The October 2006 Coordinating Council minutes were approved with no further changes,.  

DHEC is currently is the process of bidding for their five (5) year competitive grant from the CDC.  A portion of this money is dedicated to the Cancer Plan Implementation Fund.

Dr. Ureda stated elections will need to be held at the Annual Meeting to be held May 11, 2007.  

2007 Legislative Priorities 
Mary Lynn Donovan gave a report of the Advocacy & Policy Task Force on their recommended legislative priorities for 2007.  The three legislative priorities as presented are as follows:


1. A cigarette tax increase to $1.00 per pack;


2. Secure health insurance coverage, both private and public, for colorectal cancer 
    
    screening (including prevention and early detection) and treatment.


3. A statewide, comprehensive, smoke-free workplace law.

Discussion ensued on the support of task forces and all members of the alliance via the Coordinating Council.  Peggy Baxter stated the importance of talking with you legislator and familiarizing oneself with the legislative agenda and talking points.  Dr. Oscar Lovelace’s featured lunch time presentation on the proposed cigarette tax increase will be put on the SCCA website. 

A motion was made by Tamra West to adopt the 2007 Legislative Agenda as proposed by the Advocacy & Policy Task Force.  The motion was seconded by Peggy Anthony.  Some discussion centered around colorectal screening coverage and its potential impact on small business insurance costs.  The motion to pass the legislative priorities as presented passed unanimously.

SCCA Excellence Awards
Peggy Baxter stated there are forms for the SCCA Awards which should have been handed out at the task force meetings and are available.  The Awards Committee recommended to present a maximum of one (1) award per task force category, to confirm Friday, February 23, 2007 as the deadline for submission and to establish an SCCA legislator of the year award in honor of the late state Senator J. Verne Smith from Greer who helped secure funding for breast and cervical cancer screening and treatment and supported public health initiatives in South Carolina.   

Discussion ensued and decisions were made to open it up to the entire membership. The Advocacy & Policy Task Force would be responsible for recommending the Legislator of the Year Award (I don’t think that we said that – I think any SCCA member could nominate a legislator for this award), which will be first awarded in 2008.  Lee Moultrie motioned the award process to be open to individuals only, not organizations or companies.  There was no second to this motion.  Dr. David Rice stated the awards should be open to all due to the fact there are smaller organizations that may deserve the award.  The question was called as to the initial request of the committee to accept their 3 recommendations.  With all in favor, the motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report
Debbie Seale presented the Treasurer’s Report.  She stated the meetings are not losing money and explained the discrepancy between the income and expenses as reimbursable expenses that have been invoiced to DHEC.  This is the SCCA private fund account report, however some reimbursable items were paid.  

Discussion ensued on fundraising and convening the Finance Committee.  Dr. Stephen Lloyd volunteered to serve on the committee.  Currently there is no chair but discussion on whether Debbie Seale should chair the committee or bring in a corporate person to do this as an outside perspective.  

Strategic Plan
Diane Gluck stated she is preparing the summary of the strategic plan to disperse to council members, at which time she would request their feedback.  

Review of FY08 Funding Request for Cancer Implementation Funds
Dr. Ureda stated time has been an issue with getting the funding requests together.  No review process has been established, which in turn means no timeline for the February 14, 2007 deadline as given.  There is $130,000 available for implementation fund requests and an additional budget for the operational funds.  Discussion ensued on a review process and obtaining unbiased individuals to serve in this capacity.  In order to complete the process by the February 14th deadline, it was decided to host a conference call to determine the criteria for the review process and an outline for the proposals to be developed.  Once the criteria are determined, the details will be sent to task force coordinators for their guidelines on preparing the proposals.  The proposals will need to be developed and then reviewed by the Review Panel.  The panel will consist of two members from each task force and volunteers, which included Peggy Anthony, Peggy Baxter and Mary Ellen Doyle, and Diane Gluck.  

The radio spot for the Cigarette Tax Increase has been developed and will be playing in the low country as part of the legislative agenda and the priorities of the current year.  The spot was played for all to hear.  

A suggestion was made to invite media to SCCA quarterly meetings and provide press packets and press releases when a noteworthy person or topic is being highlighted. 

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

