Minutes of the SC Cancer Alliance Coordinating Council

May 11, 2007 Annual Meeting

Columbia Conference Center, Columbia, SC 

Present: Peggy Anthony, Stephanie Brundage, Mary Lynn Donovan, James Hebert, Mary Kelly, Stephen Lloyd, Karl Pfaehler, Pat Ray, David Rice, Debbie Seale, Laura Stuckey, John Ureda, Lisa Waddell, Diane Wilson, Pansy Yates and Deirdre Young.

Dr. Ureda welcomed everyone to the meeting, including those newly elected members of the council.  

Dr. Ureda asked everyone to review the minutes.  Dr. Lisa Waddell made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Debbie Seale.  With all in favor the motion passed.

Dr. Ureda requested updates from the task forces on their activities for the current year and plans for the upcoming year.  

Mary Lynn Donovan stated three goals / objectives for the Advocacy and Policy task force.  The first being the cigarette tax increase legislation.  The House of Representatives and the SC Senate have different versions of the bill, therefore if it passes both houses it will then go to conference committee.  She discussed the Colorectal Cancer Screenings and a hearing scheduled for January 2008.  Lastly, the Smoke-Free legislation has been amended to include tobacco industry supported language that would strengthen rather than repeal pre-emption. Strengthening the preemption law could nullify local smoke-free ordinances.  

Dr. Stephanie Brundage reported on the Early Detection Task Force.  April James has been hired as the part time Cancer Education Guide Coordinator.   There are currently 200 volunteer facilitators statewide implementing community Cancer Education Guide presentations. The Cancer Education Guide is currently being translated into Spanish by Comunicar. The Early Detection Task Force has coordinated a new work group that will focus on breast cancer and cancers that impact women.  The Team Up members have joined this group and there are currently over 40 members participating in this newly formed work group.  
The Pain Initiative within the Patient Care task force is being addressed by working with the Carolina Center for Hospice and End of Life Care.  Clinical Trials efforts are still being made though the FY07 funding.  Transportation models for patients are currently being reviewed.  Models are based on community needs and are adaptable to different communities.  Chris Gibson and Pat Ray are working with groups to bring transportation to more communities across the state.

Dianne Wilson presented on behalf of the Prevention Task Force.  Current projects include smoke-free initiatives, sun safety outreach at Special Olympics events and a Nutrition / Physical activity educational model that may be purchased from North Carolina.  The resource guide?(what resource guide?) completion date is expected to be late June of 2007.

Dr. James Hebert stated the Research Task Force is focusing on infrastructure right now.  They are also looking into HIPAA compliance and tissue banks.  The task force is working with the Prostate workgroup, the Colorectal Cancer workgroup and the Women’s Cancer workgroup during this transitional time.  The goal of the task force is to work with other groups to gather and link data.  

The Survivor and Family Issues task force is working on the Pediatric Cancer Family Resource Guide, and utilizing information through the Lance Armstrong Foundation.  Jim Allen reported South Carolina as being the first state with a Survivor and Family Issues task force.  Peggy Hitchcox and Dixie Slichter are working on a Resource database for South Carolina. A survivorship conference will be held in South Carolina in 2008. 

The Colorectal Cancer workgroup hosted a legislative breakfast in February and a.  Their goal is to increase colorectal cancer screening and to reduce the burden of colorectal cancer in SC.

Dr. Terry Day reported the American College of Surgeons will be meeting on Saturday, May 12, 2007.  He is chairing the liaisons group from the 15 cancer centers.  Dr. Day requested goals and objectives of the SC Cancer Alliance to present to the ACOS to begin a partnership.  These focused initiatives should be based on the current Cancer Control Plan and should be attainable.  Dr. David Rice motioned to partner and link the SCCA and the ACOS, keeping in mind the goals of the CRC workgroup, to promote education and advocacy with specific, measurable goals.  The motion was seconded by Debbie Seale.  Dr. James Hebert and Dr. Keith Elder will follow up with Dr. Day to discuss specific collaborative projects.  With all in favor the motion passed.

Members of the Coordinating Council discussed non-active members.  Dr. Ashby Jordan of Blue Cross / Blue Shield was contacted and he remains interested in continuing as a member of the council.  Mr. Bill Rogers was also contacted due to his lack of attendance at the meetings, and he was willing to revoke his membership to allow a member to join the council with more cancer specific issues.  Debbie Seale motioned to replace the SC Press Association appointed position with NCI – CIS.  The motion was seconded by Dr. David Rice.  With all in favor the motion passed.

Discussion ensued on the involvement of other appointed council members and effectiveness.  A subcommittee consisting of Peggy Anthony, John Ureda, Deirdre Young and Laura Stuckey will look at the composition and member involvement of the Coordinating Council.  In addition to these duties, the subcommittee will consider what is necessary for a member to be eligible for a leadership role, and revisit the bylaws.  

With there being no further business Debbie Seale motioned to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Pat Ray and with all in favor, the motion passed.

