Minutes of the SC Cancer Alliance Coordinating Council

January 18, 2008
Charleston Marriott, Charleston, SC
Present: Tony Alberg, Debbie Bryant, Virginie Daguise, Mary Ellen Doyle, Diane Gluck, Larry Gluck, Suzanne Henson, Mary Kelly, Becky Hartt Minor, Jeanne Musgrove, David Rice, Debbie Seale, Ros Squirewell, Laura Stuckey, John Ureda, Lisa Waddell, Valeria Williams, and Sonya Younger.
Welcome / Introductions
Dr. Ureda welcomed everyone to the meeting, and followed with introductions of the attendees.
Minutes from the October 11, 2007 meeting were approved as written.  Dr. Ureda requested that  any changes to the minutes be submitted in writing.  
2008 Legislative Report
Ted Riley, SCCA lobbyist, reported on some key legislative items of interest to the SCCA.  Most important is the increase in the cigarette tax.  Mr. Riley stressed the importance of grassroots efforts for this passage during this election year.  Colorectal cancer screening mandate is also before the state legislature.  A hopeful notion exists where insurance companies would volunteer to include this in their coverage without state mandates.  Legislators are pushing insurance companies to adopt voluntary coverage.  A meeting is scheduled in June with the head of BCBS to discuss this as a possibility.  
Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report was distributed in the packet of information.  It contains a DHEC Contractual financial report, Cancer Implementation funds report as well as a report on the SCCA Private Funds.  There will be a few more changes to the layout of the financial report including a previous year column and more connection between the implementation funds and contractual accounts, as well as task force designation of these expenditures.

Fundraising Campaign
Debbie Seale, Finance Committee Chair, reported that the committee has recommended the SCCA conduct a fundraising campaign.  SCCA private funds are low and are often used for expenses not covered in the DHEC contractual budget, such as advocacy.  The last fundraising campaign was conducted in 2004 with a set goal of $100,000.  
The committee recommended the SCCA repeat a similar campaign to the last one, beginning with an internal campaign of members and member organizations. The motion from the committee is to embark on a fundraising campaign to raise $100,000, with the campaign lasting over a two year cycle, 2008-2009.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council gave the Finance Committee the authority to begin working on the campaign immediately. An emphasis will also be placed on the campaign at the 2008 Annual Meeting.  
Members discussed other fundraising ideas. Deloris Smith volunteered to assist with the fundraising campaign, with AME churches being an effective source of donations.  The CEO Roundtable on Cancer could also be an excellent resource for requesting donations from the business sector. The Finance Committee will follow up with members on these proposed ideas.
Review Panel Recommendations for Implementation Fund Activities
The recommendations were reviewed for the FY09 CDC Cancer Control Plan Implementation Funding.  An explanation was given of the review process and how the projects were scored, ranked and then reviewed for funding decisions.  Every proposal will receive a response, either of funding approval or if it did not receive funding for the upcoming year.  The proposals were accepted as recommended by the Review Panel.  A request was made that the synopsis of the proposals be distributed to the council in time for an adequate review.
The SCCA Evaluation Committee is currently working on an implementation map of all the projects.  Discussion ensued on the evaluation committee and how it can help to improve the review process of the implementation funding.  Cathleen Jernigan and Ginie Daguise will review the process and consult with several members on the process itself.  
Executive Committee Update
Dr. Ureda reported that the Executive Committee will begin monthly meetings with a retreat on February 8, 2008 in Columbia.  Discussion will be focused on administrative issues, including addressing the Agenda for Growth as presented at the October 2007 Coordinating Council meeting.  Discussion ensued on those serving on the Executive Committee and if it accurately reflected members of the alliance.  Dr. Ureda assured the council of the sensitivity of this issue and awareness the Executive Committee is giving. 
New Business
Colon Cancer Ball - An announcement was made of the upcoming Unmasking Colon Cancer Ball, of which there is a hard copy in each of the folders.  It will be held in Columbia, SC.

Quarterly Meetings - Discussion ensued on the quarterly meetings and the importance of networking at these events.  This helps to make connections, create partnerships that otherwise wouldn’t exist and allows members to get more involved.  Each council member was encouraged to get more involved and seek out how their organizations can become more involved.

October Meeting – A proposal was made to hold the October 24, 2008 SCCA meeting in Greenville. The proposal was unanimously approved.  Suggestions for the meeting included a focus on business and also to pursue the CEO Roundtable on Cancer Gold Standard in multiple South Carolina business. 
Survivorship Conference - The first ever Survivorship Conference will be held in Columbia at the Marriott on March 13.14, 2008.  This conference includes education for caregivers as well as survivors.  Diane Gluck reported that Healing Journeys promised to keep holding a survivor conference in honor of Robin Davenport.
Fundraising - Further discussion ensued on fundraising and how much was needed in order to function, including staff, project implementation, etc.  The goal is to raise $100,000 over a two year period.  The Finance Committee is developing goals, budget and timeline.  These will be discussed at the Executive Committee meeting on February 8, 2008.

With there being no further business the meeting was adjourned.























