



DRAFT

CRC Work Group Meeting Minutes
July 16, 2009
3:30 pm
915 Greene Street, Discovery I Building
Present: 
Frank Berger, Jim Burch,  Lou Ann Carter, Nancy Cheney, Ginie Daguise, DeLisa Dawkins, Tina Marie Devlin, Anjee Davis, Tom Gillette, James Hebert, Suzanne Henson, Ann Marie Hubbard, Stephen Lloyd, Suzanne Sanders, March Seabrook,  Dean Slade, Marylou Stinson, John Ureda, Alan Waln,  Kristine Wallace,  Gailya Walter, Buddy Watkins, Muhammad Yunis
Welcome/Past Meeting Minutes:
Dr. Berger opened the meeting. Introductions were made and phone attendees introduced themselves. Minutes from June 16, 2009 meeting were approved as written.

Dr. Berger announced that Gailya Walter (gailya.walter@sccancerallinace.org ) will be the interim CRC Work Group Coordinator until a permanent staff  person is recruited.  Please contact her if you have any issues you want the Work Group to address in future meetings. 

Announcements from the Chair

Five members’ names were submitted for consideration as the Chair of the Screening Subcommittee.  Dr. Berger spoke with each of them  and has appointed Dr. March Seabrook and Dr. Ginie Daguise as co chairs for this subcommittee. As was decided at our June meeting, the Screening subcommittee will meet as part of the full CRC Work Group meeting, with a segment of the meeting dedicated to screening issues.  Gailya will work with March and Ginie to determine time needed for screening discussions at monthly meetings.

A call for SCCA Excellence Award nominations will be announced within the next week with due date of September 1, 2009. Please consider this opportunity to recognize individuals in our state who have made a significant contribution in the past year. 

The SCCA Annual Meeting will be held onOct 23, 2009 with a release of the SC Report Card, message from our new Board of Directors and presentation of Excellence Awards.  Election of new members of our Coordinating Council will also be held at this important meeting.  The CRC Work Group will also meet that day at the Columbia Conference Center (time to be determined).

Dr. Berger reports that the new SCCA Board of Directors (of which he is a member) is off to an excellent start.  This is an active group and will be looking closely at SCCA current configuration of task forces and work groups to determine effectiveness and consider how we might progress in future.  There is a joint Board of Directors and Coordinating Council meeting planned for Aug 13 to establish organization and cancer plan priorities for the upcoming year.   Projects and activities funded with Cancer Implementation dollars will be highlighted at our Annual Meeting, so CRC Work Group is asked to submit with your final report photographs and visuals produced. 
Recruitment and application for the SCCA Executive Director is now underway with goal to have this key position filled by Oct Annual meeting. 
Budget Update

Anjee Davis reports that the project period ended on June 30, 2009  for the CRC Cancer Implementation grant/project and all funds have been expended.  The final report on this funded project is due on Aug 15, 2009 and Marylou, Anjee and Gailya will be working on this report.
There is $3,000 in revenue generated from the sales of ties and scarves.  No information is available at this time regarding the remaining inventory of ties/scarves.  Those items are being stored in the SCCA storage space provided by DHEC. Gailya will work with Alan Waln to determine inventory and opportunity to market these items at the annual meeting. 
The CRC Work Group Messaging Subcommittee was awarded a American Cancer Society community grant for $8,000 and these funds will be used to continue Shop Talk activities and the development and production of messaging materials.  
Advocacy and Policy Update

Gailya Walter reported that the Advocacy & Policy Task Force met last week and will recommend to the SCCA Coordinating Council /Board that securing stable funding for CRC screening be on our SCCA 2010 Legislative and Policy Agenda.  The draft language:
Secure at least $3.7 million recurring funding for the state colorectal cancer screening program for low income uninsured persons.

Rationale:

Most colorectal cancer deaths can be prevented with routine screening. Recurring state funds in the DHEC budget are essential to continue vital screening services for low income, uninsured persons. 

The legislative agenda will be reviewed and adopted in October.  
Advocates are urged to monitor progress of national health care reform bills as the Congress works through numerous issues.  Key for cancer prevention and control efforts are increasing access to care and coverage for wellness and prevention (screening, chronic disease management etc).  The current versions from US  House and Senate include an expansion of State Medicaid to cover adults with or without children (House 133% FPL, Senate 150% FPL).  If these expansions make it into the final health reform package, CRC screening will be available to many more low income persons in SC.  
Nancy Cheney, Mary Lynn Donovan and Gailya will be meeting with Emma Forkner, Director of SC Medicaid program on Tuesday July 21 to discuss SCCA interest providing support and assistance on issues of access to care, Medicaid strategies for providing services to a growing number of eligible recipients with less funding from state legislature.  One issue the CRC Work Group may get involved with is increasing use of CRC screening services among Medicaid recipients.  
Messaging Sub Committee Update
Anjee Davis updated the work group on progress on the CRC Messaging campaign  Tool Kit.  Campaign focus testing Survey –color copies have been distributed to subcommittee members for their use with select small groups and will be returned to Anjee by Aug 15.  Tool kit materials will be informed by survey results. Factual approach materials to be recommended for DHEC’s use at SCOPE SC locations. What’s Up Your Butt shock approach materials will be recommended for Shop Talk, ACS funded activities; with both to be considered for Campaign targeted State Health Plan/Health Partners being developed by Midlands Advertising Association.   Buddy Watkins expressed concerns about the What’s up your Butt stock approach.. Subcommittee will be interested in responses from focus group surveys.  Both campaign designs will be made available via the toolkit once the survey’s and feedback have been incorporated into the overall design of both campaigns.
Anjee is gathering materials to be used to evaluate the impact of billboard campaigns- numbers, placement, audience reached.  This information will be used in the Cancer Implementation project final report due Aug 15, 2009. Anjee is  following  up with John Hardee and Suzanne Sanders to get details for reports (SCCA final report how $ spent)

Follow up on the Coaches against Cancer ongoing to engage coaches in the CRC silent auction and Ball next spring.--Copies of Free Times advertisement to provided to participating coaches.
Development of a CRC Facebook page is moving forward with more information next meeting. 

Screening Imitative Discussion  ( full CRC  Work Group participating)
Dr. Berger led the work group members through an update on the grant application submitted to CDC.  Outcome was the grant was approved but not funded (ANF) with CDC having ability to fund within next 12 months should federal funds be available.  A request for reconsideration was submitted by DHEC but CDC replied no funds available.  Lou Ann Carter advised members that both DHEC Commissioner Earl Hunter and Dr. Lisa Wadell (Deputy Commissioner, health) were OK with SCCA and other advocates communicating with members of SC Congressional delegation about seeking funds for CRC screening efforts. Alan Waln, SCCA Interim Executive Director, advised the work group that he, Diane Gluck, President of SCCA Board of Directors, and John Ureda would be working on strategies to seek Congressional assistance. Dr. Lloyd has been speaking with US Representative James Clyburn’s office about possible “earmarks” for SCOPE SC.  While Rep Clyburn’s staff was not optimistic that anything could be done in this fiscal year but they did advise SCCA to materials and request ready by December 2009.  There may be other RFA announced by CDC in future but no funds available at this time.  Dr. Lloyd has an appointment with Rep Clyburn’s office/staff scheduled for the week of July 20. Alan indicated that he would be working with Diane Gluck and Dr. Lloyd on opportunities for “earmarks” .After much discussion, SCCA  CRC Work Group  suggests two strategies to move forward concurrently: 
1.  Seek future CDC grant

SCCA request DHEC to obtain CDC grant reviewers’ comments on the ANF grant  SC CRC application ;  CRC screening subcommittee will work with DHEC staff to address weaknesses and strengthen the proposal; prepare  to resubmit when any new RFA is announced by CDC; knowing the evaluation criteria may be different with new competitive grant cycle. 

2, Seek “earmark” funds from Congress
Prepare CRC screening proposal that will be given to Rep James Clyburn by December 2009 for consideration and possible funding using Rep Clyburn’s and the SC Congressional delegations’ influence to secure funds earmarked in support of statewide project; suggested that a 1-2 page briefing document/talking points be developed NOW to use in discussions with legislators and to provide a consistent message. 
Alan Waln stated that he and Diane would be following up on communications with Rep Clyburn.  Alan would work with Tom Gillette and Buddy Watkins (information resources) as well as Stephen Lloyd in these efforts. 

Anjee Davis announced that a new round of community mini grants supported by funds raised at the Unmasking Colon Cancer Ball would be announced shortly with expectation to fund 5 to 6 mini grants each up to $10,000. 
Ginie Daguise announced that the SCCA Research Task Force’s ad hoc CRC Capacity group will be meeting on July 28 at 3:30pm. If interest or questions about specifics on this meeting or please contact Shannon Payne (Shannon.Payne@sccanceralliance.org ) . Read ahead materials will be sent out prior to this meeting and must be read to prepare for discussions. 
The Colon Cancer Alliance  (CCC) has limited copies of brochure for patients newly diagnosed with colon cancer and their families. Anjee will be requesting 250 copies to be available to SCCA’s use and distribution. 
Tom Gillette provided SCOPE SC update on  screening for low income uninsured persons, as of July 15, 2009

· Project Goal


600

· Pre Authorization Total
523

· Total Screenings Completed
352
With $800,000 provided in last year’s budget, SCOPE SC has been screening at 4 sites since Oct 2008 and will be able to continue screening with last year’s funds until Sept 2009 and expects to screen a total of 700 individuals.  Administrative cost for this program has been only 7.5 % because DHEC was able to use existing infrastructure for implementation.  (report attached at end of this document).

With current budget beginning on July 1, 2009, DHEC has $1 million for SCOPE SC this fiscal year.  Plans to expand the number of participating federally qualified community health centers (FQHC) by five are now being implemented bringing to seven screening sites. With this expansion, large portion of the state will have access to these screening services.  Those FQHC under consideration are located in Little River, Beaufort, Charleston, Pee Dee and Greenwood. 

SCOPE SC’s Medical Quality Assurance Committee (MQAC) meets the end of July and will report findings to DHEC’s Cancer Control Advisory Committee.  Results and findings will be shared with SCCA CRC Work Group .  There was brief discussion about the need for a programmatic evaluation plan for SCOPE SC..  The MQAC only addresses medical quality issues.  Frank Berger will follow up with appropriate DHEC and MQAC persons for results as soon as available.
· UPCOMING EVENTS: Lexington Bike Race – delayed until March 2010; 
SCCA Annual Membership Meeting Oct 23, 2009

Unmasking CRC Ball –Charleston -  March 6, 2010; 

CRC Walk Columbia  March 13, 2010
· UPCOMING MEETINGS 2009:  Remaining CRC Work Group Meetings with Screening Sub Committee  August 20, September 17, October 23 (new date) , November 19, December 17

SCOPE SC Update 

July 15.,2009





    Eau Claire
    Family Health    New Horizons    Healthcare Partners




     Columbia
      Orangeburg
Greenville
         Conway

( Pre Authorizations Codes Approved
291

 113

        93

 26

( Screenings Completed


207

   85

        38

 22

· Project Goal


600

· Pre Authorization Total

523

· Total Screenings Completed
352

( Budget
· Total Budget



$  800, 000.00

· Total Funds Committed


$  575, 300.00
    (523 x  $ 1,100)

· Total Funds Expended


$  289, 308.00
    ($289,300 of  the $575,300 expected )       

· Other Committed Funds

$    60, 000.00






· Administration

· Estimates: Salary 
$ 50,000

 Travel
$ 10,000
· (Currently Administration is 7.5% of budget)

· ($ 25,000 in budget for complications)

· ($ 25,000 for miscellaneous costs)
( MQAC
· Currently reviewing two (2) sites – 134 charts

· Developing  policy for chart review attached

· Developing evaluation criteria for subcommittee

· Developing “levels of recommendations” for subcommittee

· Next meeting – late June
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