The South Carolina Cancer Alliance

Is a non-profit organization whose mission is to reduce the impact
of cancer on ALL people in South Carolina




éigarette tax increase to at least $1.00 per pack

Health insurance coverage for colorectal cancer
screening and treatment

Smoke-free environment for all workers

"352 expansion -
o and cervical cancer screening

by the Best Chance Network (BCN)
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HOOSE WISELY.

Nearly 6,000 South Carolinians die
each year from tobacco use.




Raise revenue, save lives, be a superhero.

You don't have to be a superhero to save lives — just a legislator who
supports cigarette taxes to fund tobacco control, prevention and
cessation. Tobacco use Is the leading cause of heart disease and the
nation's and South Carolina’s Mo. 1 killer. Raising cigarette taxes and
discouraging tobacco use saves thousands of lives each year — and
reduces the more than $1 billion In costs associated with health care
and loss of productivity each year in SC. Don't miss this opportunity to
use your power to protect the health of your community. Ralse revenue
by Increasing cigarette taxes, save lives and be a superhero to those
who value health.

Heart Disease and Stroke.You're the Cure.
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‘Senate OKs cigarette tax incease

| Votes would increase levy by 50 cents
By Tim Smith
L'\'u AL BUREAT
tesmith @ greanvillenews . cor
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The proposal spends $5
million on programs to aid

would raise those who want to quit

about

smoking or to prevent peo-
ple from starting.

“I think given the param-
eters we have to work
with, this is the best direc-

tion for us to head to serve

the most citizens who are
uninsured,” said
T'homas Alexander of Wal-
halla, who led a subcom-
mittee that recommended
4 COmpromise.

Other amendments are
to be taken up today.
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The state's current 7-
cent-per-pack tax is the
lowest in the nation. It was
last raised in 1977.

Alexander estimated the
plan may provide coverage
for as many as 200,000 of
the state’s uninsured, who
number between 600,000
and B00,000.

The Senate adopted the
compromise amendment
by a 27-16 vote after de-
feating a proposal by Sen.

Obama pads lead
pa delaes

Brad Hutto of Orangeburg
that would have raised the
tax to $1 a pack.

Hutto argued that his
plan would bring more
than $200 million in
matching federal funds
alone for health care, an
economic boost that he ar-
gued would be the equiva-
lent of raising incomes in
the state by 2 percent.
That plan was tabled by a
vote of 30-13.
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OPINION/EDITORIAL MORNING NEWS — Sunduy, lmmuvary 27, 2008 — 3-D

Equal access needed to cancer screenings
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YOUTH SMOKING PREVENTION AND CESSATION

PROGRAMS IN SOUTH CAROLINA
Cigarette Tax Briefing Paper 2008

48 100 high school students in South Carolina smoke (19.1%).

7,300 South Carolina kids under 18 become new daily smokers each year.
11.5 million packs of cigarettes are bought or smoked by South Carolina
kids each year.

103,000 South Carolina kids now under 18 will ultimately die prematurely
from smoking.

20.5% of middle school students who have ever tried smoking did so be-
fore the age of 11.

1% of voters think a cigarette tax is a good idea, particularly if funding
goes directly to youth smoking prevention and cessation programs.
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